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Welcome to The Lawyer Network’s Annual 
Awards 2021 edition.
The Lawyer Network is the next generation for finding a 
specialist lawyer for your global business requirements. 
When selecting a law firm, most businesses and their 
directors will have knowledge of qualified law firms to 
work with in their domestic markets, but will have little 
or no knowledge of the best firms to work with outside 
of their own chosen jurisdiction. The Lawyer Network 
alleviates this problem. The user is therefore provided 
with a clear and informative recommendation in each 
jurisdiction and sector. This structure ensures each 
member builds stronger and ultimately more rewarding 
relationships, as membership is based around their 
core area of interest and expertise.

We don’t believe one firm or individual can profess to 
offer the best advice or the most knowledge across all 
sectors or fields of advice, within any given country. 
Consequently, we aim to focus on practice area 
expertise and the jurisdiction: by bringing the best of 
each sector and location to the client. We are the only 
global network of this type.

We are judged by the quality of our award winners; 
therefore, we select only the highest quality advisers.

This doesn’t necessarily mean the largest or top-ranked 
firm by generic ranking websites, but those who have 
the necessary skills to assist our readers with their own 
specific requirements. Our winners range from Magic 
Circle firms in each country, to boutique practitioners 
specialising in niche areas of law.

The Annual Awards commemorates those who have 
been successful over the past 12 months and have 
shown excellence, not only in expertise, but in service. 
As part of our process, we received thousands of 
nominations through our website and undertook 
detailed investigations through our independent 
research and editorial teams. We then shortlisted up 
to five potential winners in each category, and an 
independent award panel in each country decided on 
the eventual winner for each specialism.

The following pages feature profiles and listings, 
detailing our winners from all over the world. Their 
entries are organised by region, country and practice 
area for your ease.

Congratulations to all of our 2021 winners.
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Europe Winners

The EU Commission projects that growth rates 
will continue to vary across the EU, but all 
Member States should see their economies 
return to pre-crisis levels by the end of 2022.

After the historic drop in activity recorded in the first 
part of 2020 and the rebound in the summer, the EU 
economy faced another setback in late 2020 as the 
resurgence of the pandemic prompted a new round of 
containment measures. With output falling again in the 
last quarter of 2020 and the first of 2021, by a cumulative 
0.9%, the EU was pushed back into recession. However, 
considering the stringency of the restrictions, the decline 
in activity was far milder than the downturn in the first 
half of 2020. Better adaptation of firms and households 
to the constraints of the pandemic environment, stronger 
support from global growth and trade, and continued 
strong policy support helped economic agents cope with 
the challenges.

Economic developments in 2021 and 2022 will be 
largely determined by how successfully vaccination 
programmes will mitigate the pandemic and how 
quickly governments will lift restrictions. For the 
EU, the forecast presumes that following a marginal 
easing of restrictions in the course of the second 
quarter, progress in vaccinations will enable a more 
marked lifting of restrictions in the second half of the 
year. In 2022, COVID-19 will remain a public health 
concern, despite the high share of the population 
being vaccinated (including refreshed protection when 
needed, for example due to new variants). It is therefore 
assumed that some limited containment measures will 
be in place as needed.

Policy will continue to play a key role. As the recovery 
takes hold, its focus will have to shift from damage 
control to strengthening the recovery and resilience 
of the EU economy. The implementation of the 
national Recovery and Resilience Plans under the Next 
Generation EU programme will serve this purpose. 
Following the final adoption of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility (RRF) regulation in February this year 
and significant progress on the preparation of national 
Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs), the budgetary 
and economic impact of these plans has been 
incorporated into the forecast. The total EU expenditure 
expected to be financed by RRF grants over the forecast 
horizon amounts to EUR 140 billion, or just below 1% 
of 2019 GDP.  The total economic impact generated by 
the RRF over the forecast horizon is expected to be 
approximately 1.2% of 2019 EU real GDP.

Commission survey results suggest that activity in the 
EU economy has already moved up a gear in recent 
months. As containment measures are gradually 
relaxed and the impact of the RRF kicks in, economic 
activity is set to accelerate in the third quarter, with 
countries, including those with large tourism sectors, 
benefitting from the return to quasi-normality of social 
activities over the summer.

All in all, the EU economy is forecast to grow by 4.2% 
in 2021 and to strengthen to around 4.4% in 2022 (4.3% 
and 4.4%, respectively, in the euro area). A stronger 
than previously expected rebound in global activity and 
trade, and the growth impulse provided by NGEU/RRF, 
help to explain the brighter outlook for all countries.

As spending opportunities reopen and uncertainty about 
job and income prospects fade, private consumption 
will rebound, and the household saving rate in the EU 
is expected to gradually decline from 19.4% in 2020 to 
13.6% in 2022, still above its pre-crisis level.

The improving outlook for demand at home and 
from abroad, a continuation of favourable financing 
conditions, recovering profitability and increasing 
capacity utilisation rates are set to propel investment 
spending. At the same time, higher corporate distress 
induced by the crisis, lingering risk aversion and spare 
capacity in some sectors could hold back corporate 
investment. The NGEU/RRF is expected to finance both 
public and private investment projects, which will be 
rolled out with increasing intensity towards the end of 
the forecast horizon. The EU’s public investment-to-GDP 
ratio is forecast to rise to almost 3.5% in 2022, up from 
3% in 2019, and back to its highest value since 2010.

The global outlook has improved considerably, but 
the recovery is expected to be uneven across regions. 
Significantly improved prospects for the US economy 
reflect progress in vaccination and the two large fiscal 
packages adopted in late 2020 / early 2021. This is 
expected to create positive spillovers for the global 
economy, including the EU. 

Headline inflation increased sharply in early 2021 in 
both the EU and the euro area, reflecting rising energy 
prices and a host of temporary factors, including 
tax changes, base effects and the impact of a new 
weighting scheme of the inflation basket that better 
corresponds to the substantial changes to consumption 
patterns triggered by the pandemic. These factors will 
continue to shape the profile of inflation this year but 
should wear off gradually next year. The strong demand 
for recovery and, to a lesser extent, high transport costs 
and other supply-side constraints also push inflation 
up over the forecast horizon. Remaining slack in the 
economy and the labour market is, however, expected 
to keep underlying inflationary pressures muted. HICP 
inflation in the EU is expected to increase from 0.7% in 
2020 to 1.9% in 2021 and to moderate to 1.5% in 2022 
(in the euro area, inflation would increase from 0.3% in 
2020, to 1.7% in 2021 and 1.3% in 2022).

The widespread use of job retention schemes that 
kept many employees attached to their jobs helped 
contain the deterioration of labour markets in 2020, 
which was nonetheless substantial. After the initial hit 
from the pandemic, labour market conditions slowly 
began to improve in the second half of the year, with 
many people returning to the labour force, and many 
workers exiting short-time work schemes. However, 
employment will take time to fully recover, as there is 
scope for working hours to increase before companies 
need to start hiring again.
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Europe Winners

Given the size of the emergency support 
measures put in place to cushion 
households and firms from the negative 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the EU 
fiscal stance will continue to be supportive this 
year. In 2022, fiscal policy in the EU is expected 
to remain slightly supportive, also thanks to the 
support from the expected acceleration in spending 
financed by RRF grants.

The aggregate general government deficit in the EU 
and the euro area increased significantly from around 
½% of GDP in 2019 to around 7% of GDP last year, due to 
the impact from the operation of automatic stabilisers and 
sizeable discretionary fiscal measures. The deficit ratio in both 
areas is set to increase further this year, to about 7.5% and 8% 
of GDP respectively, following the extension of emergency 
policy support. In 2022, the deficits in the EU and the euro area 
are both expected to halve to around 3¾% of GDP, owing to 
the continued economic recovery and the phasing out of much 
of the temporary policy support. The EU and euro area debt-
to-GDP ratios are projected to rise further this year, reaching a 
new peak of around 95% and 102% in the EU and the euro area, 
respectively, before decreasing slightly in 2022.

SOURCE: ec.europa.eu



Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year in Austria

Fellner Wratzfeld & Partner Rechtsanwälte GmbH (fwp) provides full-scope advice 
to renowned national and international credit institutions, financial market 
participants and companies on all legal matters related to banking and finance 
and capital markets law. This includes bank regulatory advice, transactions 
aimed at developing new business areas in the banking and finance area, as well 
as restructurings and large-scale disputes – with the focus always being on a 
solutions-orientated approach, offering clear legal solutions.

With regard to general banking law, the firm’s scope of services covers banking contract law, 
including the drafting of general terms and conditions for banks, resolving KYC and AML issues, 
and advising on electronic banking, data protection, cyber law and cyber liability.

In the field of financings and restructuring of financings, fwp’s primary focus is on loan agreement 
documentation, intercreditor and security documentation subject to Austrian and international 
standards (e.g. LMA), asset financings (factoring, leasing, etc), as well as bridge and restructuring 
loans and intra-group financings.

Since the beginning of 2020, fwp has maintained a special ESG focus group, addressing ESG-
related topics in its client work. Moreover, the firm has a particularly strong focus on sustainable 
linked finance and, together with clients, develops playbooks to establish well-founded strategies 
for addressing ESG issues, including those on reporting and supply chains.

As a Partner and Head of the firm’s Banking and Finance Group, Markus Fellner is a leader 
in the areas of corporate restructurings and banking regulatory issues. He is consistently 
acknowledged by his peers and clients as being in the top tier of banking and finance lawyers. 
One of Mr Fellner’s strengths is that he is also active in the areas of corporate law and M&A, 
often working for banks but also borrowers who require debt restructuring. Notably, fwp’s high-
profile mandates have drawn international attention and substantiated the firm’s leading-player 
status in banking and finance. These include advising UniCredit Bank Austria AG against BKS 
Bank AG, Bank für Tirol und Oberbank AG (3-Banken-Gruppe) in connection with the enforcement 
of UniCredit’s rights as a minority shareholder, as well as supporting the consortium of Huber 
Group’s core banks in all legal issues pertaining to debt restructuring and the restructuring of the 
Steinhoff Group.

Markus Fellner is also a regular speaker and author of articles on banking and finance, company 
law, insolvency law and restructuring, With the support of his team, he stands for exceptional 
quality, profound expertise and long-term experience. The scope of advice he provides often has 
a cross-border reach, with fwp regularly collaborating with leading law firms in other jurisdictions.

Markus Fellner noted: “We pride ourselves on being known for working on cutting-edge, 
complex transactional and regulatory matters. Clients come to us with the most challenging legal 
issues and projects. We also pride ourselves on taking a holistic approach to clients and projects. 
While many other firms ‘outsource’ their work to associates with little partner involvement, 
fwp’s approach is hands-on, partner involvement. With clients, we also have an active roster of 
secondment programmes that is highly valued.

“The greatest competitive challenge is always convincing the client that your law firm is the right 
one for the task. Accordingly, our track record shows that we excel in this area. Listening to the 
client, and not just emphasising what the law firm can do, is key.

“Furthermore, our firm, and the banking and finance department in particular, has remained very 
busy despite COVID-19. Recently, there has been a significant up-tick in work for banks – but 
also for borrowers on debt restructurings. We expect this trend to continue.”

fwp’s reach is truly international in scope. In addition to having many established law firm 
contacts all over the world, the firm is the sole, carefully selected Austrian member of 
the leading global referral network TerraLex and has actively participated in the network’s 
business initiatives and meetings for sectors and practice groups. The emphasis fwp places 
on cross-border work is also highlighted by its long-standing membership in the Association 
of European Lawyers (AEL), wherein fwp is the sole Austrian member. AEL provides a 
strong platform for pan-European cross-border transactions and legal advice, and is a source 
of ongoing referrals. The most prominent recent example is the firm’s ongoing corporate, 
restructuring and litigation work for the Steinhoff Group, a furniture retailer that has undergone 
a worldwide restructuring programme.

In addition, fwp is among the first law firms in Austria fully committed to ESG principles and reporting 
on its performance and compliance by issuing – for example – a CSR Report in June, 2020. The firm 
is also working towards a paperless office, and has in the past year substantially (by more than 50%) 
reduced its demand for paper.

Last, but not least, fwp supports the expansion of photovoltaic systems by providing location-
based information on structural prerequisites and official approval requirements in Austria via an 
app – and the firm is already working on further such innovations.

Fellner Wratzfeld & Partner 
Rechtsanwälte GmbH

Markus Fellner 
Partner

Schottenring 12, 1010 Vienna 
Tel: +43 1 53770 311 
markus.fellner@fwp.at 
www.fwp.at
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Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year in Cyprus
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Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year in Cyprus

C. D. Messios LLC’s legal practice advises clients in all their commercial affairs, 
including M&A, sale of assets, corporate structuring and restructuring entities, 
project finance and wealth management.

The firm handles a wide range of litigation and arbitration matters. We have a broad local 
and international client base, and service individual and corporate clients involved in complex 
commercial disputes connected to business disputes in Europe, the Russian Federation, the 
Middle East and Asia, as well as the rest of the world. 

The firm advises individuals and corporations in complex cross-border disputes in various courts 
and in various international arbitration forums. Work is always undertaken with a view to achieving 
the goals set by the client, securing the deals sought and resolving often long-standing disputes. 

We are predominantly involved in complex company/commercial and construction disputes, both 
domestic and cross-border. We are able to handle all types of work with efficiency and precision 
at all levels, and easily coordinate with counsel from all over the world to do so.

Current work load includes court proceedings in Cyprus and international arbitration forums 
arising from bond issues by real estate companies; arbitral and court proceedings arising from 
shareholder disputes; arbitral and court proceedings in relation to breaches of partnership 
agreements and fraud; complex technical disputes in large-scale construction and engineering 
projects, acting for government contractors; as well as large-scale insurance claims against 
contractors and land developers.

We are involved in ancillary proceedings and injunctive measures to freeze/secure assets, and 
securing or opposing disclosure orders and the registration of arbitral awards and court decisions 
from other jurisdictions.

Moreover, we have considerable experience in advising on contentious matters arising from debt 
restructuring and rescheduling, debt-to-asset swaps, project finance for firms/real estate and 
private equity finance, as well as corporate insolvency, acting for both borrowers and lenders on 
all related matters.

We advise corporate clients on the whole range of their commercial endeavours, ranging 
from basic structuring and shareholding of firms and partnerships, domestic and international 
joint ventures, redomiciliations, M&A, IP matters, creation of trusts, to overseeing complex 
international transactions from inception to closing – as well as, potentially, litigation.

We have extensive experience in offering specialist advice to Investment Firms, Funds and 
Alternative Investment Funds on matters such as incorporation, drafting of business plans, 
internal and external manuals and policies (Compliance, AML, KYC and IOM, etc), in addition 
to more complicated matters, such as dealing with complaints and preparing submissions, 
and representing regulated entities and individuals appearing before the Cyprus Securities and 
Exchange Commission in disciplinary proceedings. 

Success is measured by the client’s satisfaction of the results achieved. All efforts are dependent 
on an in-depth knowledge of procedural requirements in litigation and arbitration processes, 
extensive experience, and the ability to coordinate with other advisers and the clients themselves.

We place particular emphasis in evolving our practice through the constant training of all firm 
associates and members. We strive to ensure our firm has an excellent working environment, 
with very open client communication.

Over the past years, we have introduced new and advanced timekeeping and document 
management systems, offering accurate, safe, cost- and time-saving solutions to our clients – 
also ensuring the safety and flexibility of our lawyers.

Constantinos D. Messios
Mr. Messios graduated in Law from Queen Mary College, University of London. He is a member 
of the Cyprus Bar Association (1993) and the Law Society of England and Wales (1994). He is 
also a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (2002), a member of the London Court 
of International Arbitration, the International Bar Association and an associate member of 
the American Bar Association, as well as an appointed member of the Board of the Cypriot 
Accountants Regulatory Body.

Mr. Messios is also a member of the Cyprus Bar Association Company Law committee, and 
brings to that his transactional as well as dispute resolution experience.

Areas of Expertise:
Complex cross-border disputes; high-value construction claims acting mainly for contractors; 
international and local commercial institutional and ad hoc arbitrations; representing regulated 
investment firms and individuals before the Cyprus Securities and Exchange Commission, as 
well as in their dealings with regulators around the world.

Recent Successes:
Representing contractors in several disputes referred to arbitration in relation to civil as well as 
construction projects. These involve high-end beach-front developments, public buildings, and 
sewerage and other engineering projects; representing respondents in a complex shareholder 
dispute before The London Court of International Arbitration; representing clients in serious 
jurisdictional and procedural matters being tried.

C. D. Messios LLC

Constantinos D. Messios 
Managing Director

36 Agias Elenis Str., Office 401, 
Galaxias Commercial Centre, 
1061 Nicosia 
Tel: +357 22460446 
info@messios.com 
messios@messios.com  
www.messios.com 



Blockchain Lawyer of the Year in England

Derek Stinson is an experienced commercial, corporate, governance 
and regulatory lawyer who joined the firm in 2013 having previously 
spent six years at Dentons.

He leads the firm’s established and growing global practice for recovering lost, stolen 
and hacked digital assets. As well as advising HNW individuals, businesses and VCs 
on building businesses on the blockchain.

Derek has acted as general counsel to numerous ONTIER clients. He is also 
offshore qualified in the British Virgin Islands and provides general counsel advice on 
offshore matters.

Derek has expertise in the areas of software, blockchain, Bitcoin and other 
Cryptocurrencies, lending and security involving cryptocurrency, data protection, financial 
services, insurance, payment services, real estate, employment, corporate finance 
(debt and equity), commercial, securitisation, insolvency and dispute resolution. 

He is also a Chartered Secretary and a member of the Governance Institute and regularly 
implements corporate governance structures for UK and international directors.

Derek’s track record in the area of Bitcoin and blockchain includes:

	● Acting for Tokenized Group, a smart contracts solution provider, on its multi-million 
investment by nChain Holdings, a blockchain research and development enterprise;

	● Acting for Smart Contracts Limited on an Investment Agreement and Master 
Licensing Agreement with access to algorithms, patents and know-how for the 
operation of blockchain solutions on the Bitcoin blockchain;

	● Acting for a client in the multi-million dollar recovery of Bitcoin stolen in the infamous 
Mt. Gox exchange theft and subsequent insolvency;

	● Acting for an early miner of Bitcoin to find solutions to recover lost and stolen Bitcoin 
in old wallets to unpick a variety of complex transactional scenarios;

	● Recovering a client’s full Bitcoin investment from a popular exchange, its 
unrealised gains and loss of profit (that the client would have earned from intended 
investments had funds not been unlawfully withheld);

	● Advising Tulip Trading Ltd. on a claim for the recovery of $5 billion worth of Bitcoin 
stolen by unknown hackers, and for the blockchain developers to be obliged to assist 
in the restoration under the claim;

	● Advising Dr. Craig Wright (a.k.a Satoshi Nakamoto, Bitcoin founder) on his claim 
against the individual behind the pseudonym “Cøbra”, who managed the website 
www.bitcoin.org unlawfully and published the Bitcoin Whitepaper in breach of 
intellectual property rights;

	● Advising Dr. Craig Wright on his defamation claim against various parties within the 
Bitcoin and blockchain sphere.

ONTIER LLP

Derek Stinson 
Managing Partner

Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, 
London, EC1N 2JD 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7183 1701 
derek.stinson@ontier.co.uk 
www.ontier.digital
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Business Immigration Law Firm of the Year in England

Hudson McKenzie is a prominent law firm with an ISO:9001 accreditation, 
operating in the UK and global business immigration services arena.

The firm has a client-focused ethos, placing great emphasis on integrity and 
proficiency. Its determined advisers dig deep and search widely, combining precision 
and attention to detail with creativity and the ability to see the big picture.

Its people make a difference, and are known for finding the best bespoke solutions for 
its clients’ transactions. If the obvious approach doesn’t work, they will always seek 
out new ways of getting a beneficial result.

Hudson McKenzie implements comprehensive immigration solutions for corporate and 
government clients worldwide. With extensive industry experience and unparalleled 
insight into the future of mobility, the firm enables clients to craft immigration 
programmes that will empower them to attract, retain and develop top performers.

By combining a global perspective with deep, on-the-ground resources in local 
markets, Hudson McKenzie has the financial strength, stability and ability to tailor and 
scale its services and costing as necessary – to be a long-term partner to the world’s 
largest organisations as well as smaller, expanding companies.

Its dedicated core team consists of individuals with both in-house and client advisory 
experience. They possess in-depth technical and client service-orientated experience, 
and are also affiliates of governmental focus groups that discuss the working 
practices of immigration rules and allow the firm to comment on issues of concern to 
its clients.

Rahul Batra is Hudson McKenzie’s Managing Partner. His practice focuses on all aspects 
of UK immigration law and corporate/commercial law. Moreover, Dr Batra comes highly 
recommended by sources, and has complementary experience advising on corporate/
commercial issues. One client noted: “He gets the relevant points very quickly, and 
takes time to understand our business.”

He has been described by other clients as “a tremendously clever lawyer” and “on top 
of the case”, and someone who continues to impress with his timely, sound, practical 
and empathetic advice.

Moreover, Dr Batra has extensive experience of representing clients in complex 
immigration matters, and has particular expertise in handling TUPE moves, 
immigration compliance and audits, as well as building global immigration strategies. 
He has a breadth of experience in advising on skilled worker matters and complex 
nationality issues.

His corporate practice also includes providing counsel on shareholder agreements 
and disputes, company/commercial matters, joint ventures and various forms of 
commercial agreement.

He is often invited to conduct speeches and chair talks on immigration-related topics 
across the world, and is a contributor to numerous legal and HR/relocation publications.

On the topic of the firm’s recent case work, Dr Batra noted: “With the advent of 
Brexit, the firm has been extremely busy, supporting an array of corporate clients 
in the nuclear, engineering and defense sectors. The EU is our biggest market at 
present, and the volumes are constantly growing. The greatest challenge last year 
was to have the team work together cohesively, while keeping their morale high. It 
was very difficult; but then, when you have a fantastic team to work with, everything 
just falls in place.”

Hudson McKenzie is a key part of various professional networks, such as AILA, EurA 
and Worldwide ERC, among others. These networks have helped to increase the 
firm’s profile within the industry, and it is now consistently seen as an industry leader 
– a firm you would look to for any UK inbound and global immigration matters.

Dr Batra added: “As part of our global immigration practice, we are able to support 
work permit and visa applications, supported by our 24/7 bespoke and state-of-the-art 
case management system, in virtually any part of the world through our tried-and-
tested vendor network, which we refer to as our ‘best-friends network’.

“We are really proud to have won TLN’s award for Business Immigration Law Firm 
of the Year in England, and I dedicate it to my tremendous team, without whom the 
award means nothing.”

Hudson McKenzie

Dr Rahul Batra 
Managing Partner

3 More London Riverside, London, 
SE1 2RE 
Tel: +44 (0)20 3318 5794 
rahul.batra@hudsonmckenzie.com 
www.hudsonmckenzie.com
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Maritime Lawyer of the Year in Germany

With extensive experience in advising and representing clients in English legal matters from 
Hamburg, Dharshini focuses her legal expertise on Commercial and Shipping law, representing 
clients in litigation and arbitration proceedings before the English courts and arbitration 
Tribunals. She regularly advises clients in relation to drafting and negotiating international 
commercial contracts, be it sale, design, service or construction contracts. 

She also deals with all aspects of dry and wet shipping, to include Charterparty and Bills of Lading disputes, 
cargo claims, shipbuilding/construction disputes and maritime casualties – assisting clients in emergency 
response and ensuing court or arbitration proceedings.

Recent Work:
	● Co-ordinating the emergency response and advising Charterers and their underwriters in relation to a 
casualty of a multi-purpose vessel off German waters, and representing clients in London arbitration

	● London High Court Proceedings in relation to a dispute under a European distribution agreement for a 
manufacturer and trader of chemical products

	● London arbitration proceedings, defending claims for damage to hull of a vessel carrying a cargo of Sulphur

	● Drafting supply of services and design contracts for a leading machinery manufacturer

Appraisals:
	● Dharshini Bandara has been recognized as one of the “Leading Individuals“ for Maritime and Shipping. 
(Legal 500, 2020)

	● Dharshini Bandara is an English-qualified solicitor who is highly active for German clients. She regularly 
represents ship owners and insurers in international arbitration proceedings connected to a variety of 
disputes, such as charter parties, ship building contracts and wetting damage. (Chamber and Partners, 2020)

	● Dharshini Bandara has been recognized as one of the “Next generation lawyers” for Maritime and Shipping. 
(Legal 500, 2019)

	● Dharshini Bandara “is always available in emergencies”. (Legal 500, 2017)

	● Dharshini Bandara, who is admitted as a barrister in England and Wales, is recommended for her 
Assertiveness. (Legal 500, 2016)

	● Dharshini Bandara was recognized as “Maritime Arbitration – Lawyer of the Year – Germany” at the Finance 
Monthly Law Awards 2018

	● Dharshini Bandara has received the ”FINANCE MONTHLY GLOBAL AWARDS 2018” and is a “SECTOR 
WINNER“ Maritime Arbitration Lawyer of the Year, Germany. (Finance Monthly 2018)

	● Dharshini Bandara won the Lawyer Monthly – Women in Law 2016 Award for her “outstanding legal expertise 
and contribution within the practice area of Shipping & Maritime Lawyer”. (Lawyer Monthly, 2016)

Memberships:
	● International Bar Association – IBA

	● London Maritime Arbitration Association – LMAA

	● German Maritime Arbitration Association – GMAA

	● Women’s International Shipping & Trading Association Germany e.V. – WISTA

Education and Employment Record:
Since 2011: (Founding) Partner, FLEET HAMBURG

2002 – 2011: Associate / Senior Associate, Ince & Co

2001 – 2002: Institute of Maritime Law, Southampton

2000: Pupillage – Goldsmith Building Chambers, London / Royal Yachting Association, Southampton

1999: Called to the Bar of England and Wales

1996 – 1998: LL.B and LL.M from the University of Buckingham, England

Fleet Hamburg
Fleet Hamburg is a team of German and English lawyers specialised in international commercial law and all 
legal issues relevant to the maritime industry. We guarantee clear, efficient and cost-conscious legal support, 
before German and English courts and International Arbitration panels. In new projects, we will assist you 
with difficult contractual negotiations. We draft contracts with the aim of creating long-lasting and sustainable 
business relationships. We analyse your legal risks and advise you on your options for action.

In contentious matters, we assist in negotiations with the other side. Our lawyers represent your interests 
in both Germany and England, in court or arbitration proceedings, and in mediations. We have a network of 
excellent correspondent lawyers from around the world who are able to assist us when necessary.

The firm’s clients are mainly active in international trade, shipping, engineering, and in the energy and offshore 
industries. Traders, producers, suppliers, shipping companies, charterers, operators, P & I clubs and insurers, 
all benefit from our services.

Fleet Hamburg advises its international and domestic clients comprehensively in all German and English legal 
issues within the commercial sphere.

In the shipping sector, Fleet Hamburg has, among other things, proven expertise in the following areas:

	● Bills of lading

	● Charterparties

	● Casualties at sea

	● Corporate & restructuring

	● Management contracts

	● Sales & purchase

	● Shipbuilding & repairs

	● Maritime tourism

	● Marine insurance

Fleet Hamburg

Dharshini Bandara 
Barrister

Willy-Brandt-Straße 57, 
20457 Hamburg 
Tel: +49 (40) 5 700 70 250 
d.bandara@fleet-hamburg.com 
www.fleet-hamburg.com
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Corporate Lawyer of the Year in Italy

Head of the M&A Department of the Firm, Massimiliano represents domestic and international 
clients in matters of private and public M&A with a focus on private equity funds, strategic 
investments and joint ventures.

His experience spans across multiple industries, having represented institutional clients in a variety of deals in 
many different sectors, including energy, infrastructures, luxury, insurance, mechanical engineering and food & 
beverage. Massimiliano also has a rather unique track record in the real estate and hotel sectors.

Massimiliano is mentioned as an acknowledged specialist lawyer in corporate M&A by prominent international 
legal guides as well as leading individual by Legal 500.

Massimiliano Nitti joined the Firm in 1998 and became a Partner in 2010. He was a Foreign Associate with 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP in New York and previously a Visiting Foreign Lawyer with Gide 
Loyrette Nouel, Association d’Avocats in Paris.

Membership in Professional Associations:
– Member of the Milan Bar (Italy) 2002

– Admitted to New York State Bar 2003

– Admitted to the Roll of Solicitors of England and  Wales 2017

Education:
–  Graduated in Law 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milan, Italy, 1998

–  LL.M., Comparative Jurisprudence 
New York University, 2002

–  Executive Education, Leadership in Law Firms 
Harvard University, Cambridge, 2017

Languages:
Italian, English, French

Chiomenti
Chiomenti has structured its services and assistance in a framework that unites the specialisations in the 
various Practice areas with the specific competences in the industrial and financial sectors.

On any particular matter, businesses and financial institutions therefore have access to Chiomenti’s professionals 
who have already gained experience in the area of business in which they operate and in the practice area which 
is relevant to the matter. Chiomenti is structured across 14 Practices and 15 industry Sectors. Professionals can 
be deployed both from Practice Areas and Industry Sectors, as required.

Chiomenti’s professionals have gained their experience working in a variety of different industrial and financial 
sectors, allowing clients to find within Chiomenti the expertise necessary to understand their specific businesses.

Corporate – M&A
Chiomenti is recognized for its deep experience in the field of extraordinary transactions and corporate law, 
gained through its work for leading Italian and international industrial banking, insurance and financial groups, 
and the principal Italian national institutions, in the most important transactions in Italy’s economic history in 
the period from World War II to date.

In the area of corporate transactions, Chiomenti has played a constant part in the mergers and acquisitions 
arena since the 1950s. Initially, the Firm had a central role in the creation and growth of the key Italian 
industrial groups, and in the entrance of the main multinational groups into the Italian market. Later, it played a 
major role in the internationalization of the principal national industrial operators, and, from the first half of the 
1990s, in the privatization of the main Italian state-owned enterprises and in the extraordinary transactions in 
which they have subsequently been involved.

In order to best address the complexity of extraordinary transactions and their different phases, corporate law 
assistance is provided with the full support of the Firm’s other departments. This allows for the analysis and 
management of all relevant aspects and implications, such as public law, those deriving from financing needs 
and/or the financing structure of the transaction, labour law, taxation and antitrust and regulatory issues.

Chiomenti ensures the continuance of its standards of excellence in two ways: it has always invested in the 
development of its professionals, who are able to acquire an experience which is unrivalled in the Italian 
context and thereby become the best in the market, and, in addition, it has always concentrated on developing 
and understanding the most technical and innovative aspects of transactions, also thanks to the contribution 
from many of its lawyers who, in addition to their professional activities with the Firm, continue their academic 
and research activities.

Chiomenti’s excellence in public and private M&A is proven by the Firm’s involvement since its inception in 
the most important extraordinary transactions both by international players in the Italian market, and by Italian 
operators seeking investment opportunities abroad.

Chiomenti has developed a transaction management method, characterized by the structuring of 
multidisciplinary teams in which our public and private M&A market leaders work closely with our specialists in 
complementary areas: the Chiomenti Team model is the key to success in the most complex transactions.

Chiomenti has acquired unrivalled know how in relation to extraordinary transactions involving listed and 
regulated entities (in particular banks and insurance companies).

Chiomenti has deep experience in private equity, to which it has dedicated an ad hoc Business Unit to respond 
to the M&A needs of leading Italian and foreign private equity funds.

Chiomenti

Massimiliano Nitti 
Partner

Via Verdi 2, 20121 Milan 
Tel: +39.02.721.571 
massimiliano.nitti@chiomenti.net 
www.chiomenti.net
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Corporate M&A Lawyer of the Year in Italy

A highly regarded veteran of cross-border M&A, Leah brings her clients the benefit 
of her unique vantage point and experience in navigating complex transactions, in 
both the UK and in Italy, over her 35+ year career. After qualifying in 1985 as an 
English solicitor in London, where she was a founding member of the firm’s Private 
Equity and Public-Private Partnership practices, in 2000 Leah relocated to Rome to 
support the opening of our Italian offices, qualifying as an Italian lawyer in 2007.

Leah leads cross-border teams supporting clients in M&A, strategic alliances, joint ventures 
and first-mover projects, with an impressive track record in a broad range of sectors, such as 
Automotive, Consumer, Energy & Natural Resources, Financial Institutions and Luxury. Clients 
looking to clinch that innovative business combination can rely on Leah’s global outlook, seasoned 
negotiation skills and her talent for project management to help them overcome the obstacles 
and close their projects, on time and within budget. She is supported by a close-knit team of M&A 
lawyers, most of whom have worked with her from the start of their professional careers.

Deal-making has continued unabated during the pandemic for Leah and her team, switching 
effortlessly to remote negotiations, signings and closings utilizing digital platforms and tools to 
achieve clients’ goals. 

Leah is ranked as a Leading Individual in Corporate/M&A (Italy) – the only woman in the rankings 
– and for her Foreign Expertise in English law, by Chambers Global 2022, noting she is “well 
practiced in cross-border acquisitions and divestments”. Legal 500 EMEA 2020 considers her 
“a key name for cross-border M&A”. She has won Best M&A Lawyer in Italy, awarded by Client 
Choice, twice in the last decade.

A passionate supporter of diversity and inclusion, in addition to her role as D&I Champion for 
Italy, Leah is a member of La Carica delle 101, a not-for-profit initiative aimed at accompanying 
and supporting Italian women-led start-ups on their road to growth.

Representative Experience:
	● Advising Newlat Food S.p.A. on its acquisition of the Symington’s group from Speedboat 
Acquisitionco Limited;

	● Advising Dana Incorporated on the European and China aspects of its agreement to purchase 
part of Modine Manufacturing Company’s thermal management business;

	● Advising Cooper Standard Holdings Inc. on the divestment of its European and Indian rubber 
fluid transfer and specialty sealing businesses to Mutares SE & Co. KGaA;

	● Advising Dana Incorporated on its acquisition of SME S.p.A., a leading company in the electric 
motors and low-voltage inverters market;

	● Advising the CEO of Il Bisonte on her participation in the sale of the global leather accessories 
brand to a Japanese group;

	● Advising Dutch and Italian affiliates of Kuwait Petroleum International on their acquisition of 
Shell’s Italian downstream businesses.

Hogan Lovells Rome
Our Rome office has long-standing experience in advising domestic and international companies 
and financial institutions on transformative deals in all market sectors, with particular expertise 
at the complex intersection of business and regulation, supported by specialist teams 
themselves highly regarded in fields such as TMT, commercial, public and environmental law, 
privacy, financial regulation, tax, business restructurings & insolvency, litigation, arbitration and 
employment law. Our full-service offering is complemented by colleagues in our Milan office, 
offering expertise in antitrust, capital markets, banking, intellectual property and private equity.

Mergers & Acquisitions
In the past three years, Hogan Lovells has advised on more than US$500bn in M&A transactions 
worldwide, representing entities, principals and financial advisors in almost 700 public and 
private transactions.

We are consistently ranked among the Top 10 law firms in the world for M&A, based on the 
value and volume of deals on which we have advised across the globe. 

Our approach to M&A is founded on four pillars: 
	● Technical Excellence: Our M&A lawyers are recognized as leaders in their field, helping 
clients innovate with cutting-edge M&A strategies and partnering with financial advisors to 
maximize client success.

	● Global Reach: Our M&A practice extends across the world’s major commercial centres and 
emerging markets. With 500 M&A lawyers in more than 45 offices across Africa, Asia, Australia, 
Europe, Latin America, the Middle East and the US, our global reach ensures that we assist with 
inbound, outbound, cross-border and domestic M&A, wherever a deal takes our clients.

	● Industry Knowledge: Our M&A practitioners participate actively in industry sector groups 
composed of corporate, finance and regulatory lawyers who immerse themselves in the 
challenges of specific industries, enabling us to identify and anticipate regulatory changes, 
market dynamics and trends that may impact our clients’ business transactions.

	● Full-service Capabilities: We offer the full range of legal capabilities necessary to achieve 
success in our clients’ transactions, on time and efficiently. Whether a transaction gives rise 
to antitrust review, employee benefit considerations, IP safeguards, tax-efficient structuring or 
other issues, our M&A team draws upon more than 50 practice areas across our firm –  
to provide our clients with seamless support.

Hogan Lovells (Italy)

Leah Dunlop 
Partner, Head of Mergers  
& Acquisitions

Via Marche 1-3, Rome 00187 
Tel: +39 06 6758231 
leah.dunlop@hoganlovells.com 
www.hoganlovells.com
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Insurance & Reinsurance Law Firm of the Year in Italy

PG Legal is an independent law firm with an international network providing 
a full range of legal services to corporations, financial institutions and high-
net-worth individuals in the insurance, finance, luxury assets, energy and 
technology industries.

Whether operating in Italy on a cross-border or establishment basis, PG Legal advises leading global 
insurance and reinsurance groups, brokers, agents and other distribution networks on all aspects of 
Italian insurance law. PG Legal Insurance Team assists insurance operators in compliance activity, 
claims handling, inspections and other dealings with the Italian Insurance Regulator. 

Moreover, the firm provides its clients operating in the insurance and reinsurance market with 
expert and up-to-date legal advice on life (IBIPS and NON IBIPS product) and non-life insurance 
regarding the D&O, financial lines, PI and marine and cargo sectors.

In particular, PG Legal’s Insurance team presently assists clients in: drafting of insurance 
contracts, such as policy conditions, application forms and other documentation required by 
Italian insurance law regulating products; developing specialised insurance products, such 
as life insurance policies, unit-linked and index-linked policies, health insurance policies, D&O 
liability policies and financial line policies; advising on tax matters concerning complex life 
insurance products; assistance to insurance carriers operating on a cross-border basis; advising 
on regulatory issues relative to the incorporation of Italian-based companies, establishment of 
branches of insurance companies in Italy and notices of insurance products via the Internet; 
drafting and negotiating distribution agreements between insurance undertakings and their 
distributors; advising on the incorporation of insurance undertakings in other jurisdictions; 
advising on captive insurance and participating cell companies; monitoring the market and 
keeping clients abreast of developments in Italian legislation; as well as representing major 
insurance companies in complex professional indemnity litigation matters.

As an additional service, PG Legal offers preliminary risk assessment evaluations to provide 
clients with claims evaluation, assessment and risk analysis. PG Legal’s tax specialists provide 
the expertise required for the full spectrum of tax aspects; meanwhile, its experts confer closely 
with a team of actuaries and loss adjusters for life insurance business queries.

PG Legal is a member of AIDA (the International Insurance Association) and a best-friends 
network of top insurance law firms based in London, Paris, Madrid, Cologne, Munich, and with 
offices in the main financial centres worldwide.

About Giovanna Aucone
Giovanna Aucone is a partner and head of PG Legal Insurance Team. Giovanna’s work focuses 
on providing legal assistance to insurance companies with particular emphasis on structuring 
complex insurance products. Her insurance experience also includes the drafting of contractual 
documentation required for compliance with the Italian Regulators; assistance on the 
establishment of subsidiaries or branches of insurance undertakings in Italy. She is also an 
experienced litigator with an impressive track record of significant cases regarding D&O and 
Financial Lines’ policies. In addition to her solid and versatile knowledge of insurance law, she is 
often invited as a speaker at conferences and seminars to discuss the hottest topics of insurance 
law. She is recommended by Chambers Europe (Europe’s Leading Lawyers for Business) for 
Insurance in Italy and is authorised to represent the clients before the Italian Supreme Court.

Ms Aucone noted: “Despite the COVID situation, it has been a good year for the insurance 
sector. We have advised the largest Italian and international insurance groups operating in Italy 
on contentious and compliance insurance matters, being awarded for our in-depth industry 
knowledge and legal expertise.

“We have assisted a global insurance group in structuring private insurance products. This 
activity has implied the structuring of complex unit-linked policies customised under the specific 
requests of the client. The contract was issued on a cross-border basis; therefore, particular 
attention has been paid to the different regulations applicable both to the contract and to the 
financial investment. We have provided the client with ‘tailor-made’ contracts suitable to the 
end-customer’s requirements and advised on the structuring of the contract path – including 
the agreements with the distributor banks and trust companies. We have also advised on 
matters concerning all fiscal issues related to a foreign company operating in Italy under the 
principle of the freedom to provide services. We have drafted the country manuals for use by 
the Compliance and Operation departments of the company and have structured PIP – individual 
pension plans – through a unit-linked product. We took care of the Implementation of IDD, 
review, and amendments to the distribution contract.”

Ms Aucone added: “We at PG Legal understand the complex technical, regulatory and 
commercial challenges that leading global insurance groups face, many of whom are our clients. 
We work to help our clients exploit existing and new business opportunities against a backdrop 
of increasing reporting and regulation, intense pressure on costs and margins, and a more 
cautious climate as regards risk and management of capital. For some clients, we act as the in-
house commercial legal team, while we provide a supporting role for others.

“Looking to the future, we intend to continue to offer comprehensive and high-quality legal 
assistance by expanding the range of services within the various branches of law as to privacy, 
AML and others with which insurance operators must comply.”

PG Legal

Avv. Giovanna Aucone 
Partner and Head of  
Insurance Team

Via Ombrone, 14 Rome – 00198; 
Via Sant’Andrea, 3 Milan – 20121 
Tel: +39 06 884 1535;  
+39 02 760 13359 
aucone@pglegal.it 
www.pglegal.it

Corporate M&A Lawyer of the Year in Italy
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Immigration Law Firm of the Year in Luxembourg

Pooling complementary skills and experience, WIES & HERTZOG is a human-scale 
firm located in the heart of Luxembourg City, providing legal services in many areas 
of law to a diverse clientele. Our mission is to provide advisory, assistance and legal 
representation services to both individuals and legal entities in all areas of public 
and private law.

Activities
Advice prior to proceedings, conclusion of contracts or any other commitment on your part 
towards third parties. A knowledge of applicable laws; the latest introduced amendments and 
their interpretations by the courts and tribunals are essential in deciding on the likelihood and 
prospects of success of any legal action that you are proposing to engage in.

Assistance in your negotiations and/or transactions by seeking the solution that best suits your 
situation and, if necessary, drafting acts on your behalf, for use in your day-to-day life (residential 
leases, loans, etc.) or in a professional context (contracts and commercial transactions, etc.).

Legal representation before any court of law (civil, criminal, administrative or social), at first 
instance and on appeal, whether you are the plaintiff or the defendant – whether you are being 
sued before a court of law, or whether you wish to take legal action yourself.

Our firm has a wealth of experience, and its advisory offering includes the following (among 
many other key areas):

	● Immigration and nationality law

	● Residence and work permits (granting and withdrawal)

	● Family reunification

	● Recognition of refugee status

	● Acquisition of Luxembourg nationality

	● Civil status difficulties

Frank Wies
Graduated in law from the University of Liège (B) in June, 1998. He attended additional classes 
in Luxembourg law until he was sworn in at the Diekirch bar in April, 1999.

He first worked within the legal firm URBANY until March, 2002, then set up on his own after 
that date.

Alongside his professional activities, he is involved in the promotion and defense of human rights 
within Amnesty International Luxembourg and the Lëtzebuerger Flüchtlingsrot.

Member of the Consultative Commission on Human Rights, former elected member of the 
Council of the Bar Association of Luxembourg. Chairman of the Legal Aid Committee and 
member of the Immigration and Asylum Committee at the Luxembourg Bar.

He also acts as a counsel for various associations and has a regular slot on a public radio 
programme (FM 100.7).

Mr. Wies will correspond with you in Luxembourgish, German, French and/or English.

WIES & HERTZOG

Frank Wies 
Partner Lawyer

11, rue Jean Pierre Beicht  
L-1226 – Limpertsberg 
Tel: +352 26 48 29 25 
wies@w-h.lu 
www.w-h.lu
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Immigration Law Firm of the Year in Luxembourg Public Law Expert of the Year in Portugal

The law firm Abecasis, Moura Marques & Associados, Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL. (AAMM) 
is widely recognised in the areas of public law, tax and private clients due to the excellence and 
rigour of the services it provides to its clients, with proven results.

AAMM is a law firm that stands for “getting it right”, with a team of specialist lawyers with recognised 
expertise in their respective practice areas. Our lawyers focus on guaranteeing the highest standards of 
excellence, providing tailor-made legal advice and support to meet the needs of every client and help them 
develop solutions for the present and strategies for the future.

We provide legal advice and representation in Portugal, and support our clients in the international markets 
wherever they do business.

We are involved in major projects on a national and international level, but we also have social concerns, and 
social responsibility is a core value at AAMM.

What Sets Us Apart
	● A global and in-depth vision of our clients’ businesses: we see the big picture and the detail;

	● A systematic approach to finding the right solutions to bring added value to our clients’ activities and 
optimise their investments. We understand our clients’ needs and can find the legal approach that best 
addresses every challenge they face;

	● Excellence in legal services;

	● An efficient, dedicated, committed, innovative and practical team;

	● A close partnership with the client;

	● Exceptional know-how, specialisation and an unparalleled track record;

	● Trusted ties with leading international law firms.

Our clients include market-leading Portuguese and international companies as well as private clients. A number 
of our international clients are Fortune 500 companies, and most of our Portuguese clients appear on the list of 
the country’s 1000 largest companies.

The public law practice is one of AAMM’s strongest features and an area in which it leads the market.

The public law team provides legal advice in all areas of public law to public bodies (central administration, 
public institutes, local administrations and public companies), as well as to private entities.

AAMM prides itself on having a multidisciplinary team that includes specialised lawyers renowned for 
knowledge and experience that is unparalleled in the area of public law. These lawyers advise on a full range of 
issues, including:

	● Administrative law

	● Constitutional law

	● Administrative litigation and arbitration

	● Public-private partnerships

	● Health

	● Public services

	● Public procurement

	● Expropriation

	● Public domain

	● The environment

	● Territorial planning

	● Urban planning

	● Tourism

	● Energy

	● Water

	● Telecommunications

	● The public sector

Working Alongside International Law Firms
AAMM also specialises in handling public debt settlement operations, public law litigation and arbitration, 
territorial planning and redevelopment of urban areas, and the delimitation of the public domain. The firm 
provides legal advice and support to both Portuguese and foreign entities.

AAMM works alongside international law firms to provide support to its clients with greater proximity, 
regardless of where they are doing business.

About Paulo de Moura Marques
Paulo de Moura Marques is an AAMM founding partner and head of the public law practice with around 25 
years’ experience in legal practice. He is known for his experience and expertise in all fields of public law 
and administrative litigation and arbitration. Renowned for his professional merit and leadership as well as 
negotiation skills, he is recommended by the main international directories – Chambers and Partners and The 
Legal 500. He is closely involved in the largest, most complex cases and transactions, representing market-
leading companies, and he is the choice of international entities for advice concerning both the Portuguese 
and international markets. His clients come from a range of sectors, chiefly: life sciences, public governance, 
aviation and aeronautics, tourism, urban planning and construction.

Abecasis, Moura Marques & 
Associados, Sociedade de 
Advogados, SP, RL.

Paulo de Moura Marques 
Founding Partner 

Avenida da Liberdade,  
nº 190, 1º B, 1250-147 Lisboa 
Tel: +351 211 940 538 
geral@aamm.pt 
www.aamm.pt/pt

Annual Awards 2021 15



International Tax Law Firm of the Year in SwedenCompany Formation & Advisory Law Firm  
of the Year in Romania

Badet Law is a Romanian business law firm based in Bucharest, founded in 2013 
by Alexandru Badet, a leading lawyer with a solid track record in providing 
legal advice in a business-oriented approach. Alexandru has worked as senior 
associate and partner with reputed international and local law firms. Following 
an experience of 10 years as litigator and consultant, he started his own 
Consulting Business.

We deliver expert legal advice in a pragmatic, responsive and cost-effective way via our 
dedicated practice areas, primarily focusing on aviation, corporate and commercial, employment, 
banking, finance, real estate, construction, litigation and arbitration. Given the various aviation 
projects, involving clients such as air operators, handling companies, brokers and financiers, the 
firm gained extensive experience in the aviation field.

The team approaches both their clients and their businesses, applying their expertise to help 
achieve the objectives which have been set. Investing time in forming lasting relationships and 
gaining a good understanding of their clients’ affairs, the team at Badet Law build their practice 
on a strong set of values that guide them in all that they do and that enables them to achieve 
the highest standards in all their actions: an excellent quality of service, a passionate and fresh 
approach to any matter and client happiness.

Expertise and Key Competencies: Aviation Transactions, M&A Transactions, Company 
Restructuring, Corporate Advisory, Employment, Real Estate Development, Fundraising, 
Dispute Resolution.

Know-how in Industries: Aviation, Real Estate Development, Corporate and 
Commercial, IT, Renewal Energy, Retail, Real Estate and Construction, Franchise 
Expansion, Banking and Finance.

Aviation: We have in-depth knowledge, understanding and experience in the aviation industry 
and have advised on key commercial and operational issues in the aviation sector. 

Banking & Finance: We have experience acting for financial institutions in a wide variety of 
transactions and provide clients with legal assistance on matters varying from project finance to 
electronic payment to restructuring loans.

Corporate: We combine our top legal expertise with a sharp commercial approach to provide 
clients with a wide range of legal services related to corporate law, from company formations to 
corporate re-organizations to everyday strategic advice.

Employment: We advise both companies and individual clients on all aspects of working 
relations, from contracts and policies matters to termination agreements to visa and 
working permits.

Energy: We have a deep understanding of the energy sector and legislation in Romania, and 
advise clients with respect to power generation and sale projects, with a focus on renewable 
energy projects, from wind to photovoltaic and biomass investments. 

Litigation and Arbitration: We deal with disputes across a wide range of industries and 
represent clients before state courts and arbitral tribunals.

Mergers & Acquisitions: We assist on acquisitions and mergers involving private and public 
companies, providing legal advice and guidance throughout the entire transaction process, from 
identifying potential opportunities to successful completion.

Real Estate & Construction: We have experience in advising clients in matters relating to 
real estate development, construction, property investment, portfolio management, disputes, 
property finance & banking, residential property and lease extensions.

Shipping: We advise shipping clients on a variety of legal matters from industry-specific 
business operations to shipping insurance, finance and disputes.

Taxation: We provide clients with tax advice that is cost effective and geared to maximizing our 
clients’ tax benefits.

Our clients are Romanian companies of all sizes, foreign companies and their subsidiaries 
located in Romania, as well as Romanian and foreign individuals.

We build our practice on a strong set of values that guide us in all that we do and that enables us 
to achieve the highest standards in all our actions: an excellent quality of service, a passionate 
and fresh approach to any matter and client happiness. 

Our firm’s focus is on our clients and their businesses, and we apply our expertise to help achieve 
their objectives. We invest time in building lasting relationships and a good understanding of our 
clients’ affairs in order to know what matters, and our advice is relevant, effective and appropriate. 

Our clients tell us that our professionalism, ability to tackle complex problems and strong 
emphasis on communication are the reasons why they work with us. We are proud of our 
creative and fresh approach and aim to continue investing in improving our service.

Looking ahead to what the future holds, the team at Badet Law will continue to deliver an 
exceptional level of service which not only fulfils the requirements set by their clients, but also 
surpasses their expectations.

BADET LAW OFFICE

Alexandru Badet 
Managing Partner

16 Mitropolit Andrei Saguna St. 
012934 Bucharest 
Tel: +40744930808 
alexandru.badet@badet.ro 
www.badet.ro
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International Tax Law Firm of the Year in Sweden

Skeppsbron Skatt is Sweden’s largest independent tax adviser, with around 70 
employees at our offices in Stockholm, Malmö and Gothenburg. We are a full-service 
adviser, handling all types of tax issues for both large and small companies.

Full Service and Independence
We possess the skill and expertise to deal with tax issues of all kinds. Our consulting is 
independent from auditing. We offer a unique alternative to the tax advice provided by audit firms.

Sector-specific Expertise
We have the sector-specific expertise needed to provide advice that is tailored to our customers’ 
business – advice that adds value.

Specific Advice
We provide clear, specific advice, whatever the question. We give honest answers and have long 
experience of advising on a broad spectrum of complex tax issues.

Global Network
Skeppsbron Skatt is part of Taxand, the world’s leading international network of independent tax 
advisers, which currently includes more than 2000 tax consultants in around 60 countries. This 
enables us to offer high-quality advice, regardless of where in the world you as a customer have 
your business.

Skeppsbron Skatt, a Part of Aspia
Through our merger with Aspia (www.aspia.se), we are now part of Sweden’s new leading 
business partner for business-related services. For you as a customer, this means that you get 
access to an additional 1,450 specialists in payroll management, accounting and consulting, in 
more than 70 locations throughout Sweden, and specialists throughout the Nordic region.

Magnus Larsén
Focus Areas
	● Income Tax

	● International Taxation

	● M&A and Private Equity

	● Tax Disputes

Magnus advises clients in various sectors, with a particular focus on clients within M&A and 
private equity. He advises his clients in compliance-related matters, as well as in connection 
with restructurings and transactions. In addition, Magnus has vast experience in advising clients 
in respect to tax litigation. He is often engaged as a speaker, and has also written a Swedish 
Branch report for the International Fiscal Association (IFA).

Career
	● Skeppsbron Skatt, 2012 – present

	● Morgan Stanley, 2004–2012

	● Linklaters, 2001–2004

	● KPMG, 1997–2001

	● Court Gothenburg, 1995–1997

	● Master of Law, Uppsala University, 1995

 

Skeppsbron Skatt

Magnus Larsén 
Partner

Skeppsbron 20  
SE-111 30 Stockholm 
Tel: +46 73 640 91 52 
magnus.larsen@skeppsbronskatt.se 
www.skeppsbronskatt.se
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Capital Markets Lawyer of the Year in Switzerland

Orrick is a global law firm focused on serving the technology & innovation, energy 
& infrastructure and finance sectors. Founded more than 150 years ago in San 
Francisco, today Orrick has offices in 25+ markets worldwide.

From single-lender corporate loans to heavily structured syndicated or bespoke transactions, we 
offer premier, tailored advice to clients around the globe.

Both lenders and borrowers have turned to us for more than 100 years for counsel on a wide 
array of loan transactions, from acquisition finance to recapitalizations, work-out financings to 
asset-based lending facilities, municipal lending to project finance, structured finance and capital 
markets, and all manner of other lending arrangements. 

Our large international group of Banking & Finance lawyers works as a cohesive team across 
North America and Europe to deliver flawless execution on the most demanding finance 
transactions. Whether they’re bulge bracket investment banks, new alternative lenders, large 
corporate borrowers or governmental entities, our clients choose us when quality and value are 
their highest priorities.

Our work has earned us recognition worldwide. IFLR1000 ranks us as a leading firm in 2021 for 
Banking & Finance in the U.S., Switzerland, France and Italy.

Orrick’s structured finance and debt capital markets practice consistently operated on the market’s 
top mandates across a wealth of structures and, time and again, innovated new structures. 

Hervé Touraine
Hervé Touraine is Head of Finance Europe, based in Geneva and also with an office in Paris, 
where he spends a significant part of his time.

Hervé represents international financial institutions, corporates, sponsors, investors, insurance 
companies, asset managers and alternative capital providers on domestic and cross-border 
transactions. He advises on banking, structured finance, securitization and capital markets 
transactions.

Hervé has worked on numerous complex, strategic and/or innovative transactions (including 
many firsts in France and Europe) such as international securitization transactions, covered 
bonds, corporate structured bonds, project bonds, debt funds and the establishment of 
dedicated origination and refinancing platforms. 

He also acted on transactions for financing or refinancing purposes (including liquidity), and for 
off-balance sheet or regulatory capital purposes. As such, he has developed particular skills in 
handling multi-jurisdictions and multi-practice transactions.

He has developed a substantial experience in the energy and infrastructure sector in the context 
of financing and refinancing transactions, using classical bank structures as well as Euro PP, bond 
and project bond structures, specialized credit institutions and dedicated debt funds. 

Over the recent years, Hervé has also developed a unique expertise in the non-performing 
loans markets and in accompanying tech companies in raising innovative and tailor-made 
sources of financing.

Hervé is described by his clients as a “key person” for structured finance deals, noting: “When 
we’ve got a problem, he’s there. We know we can count on him.” Clients further comment: “He 
is dedicated and innovative, and an expert in his field. We see him as a business partner of ours, 
rather than a lawyer.”

Hervé is an active participant in drafting securitization and structured finance legislation and 
regulations in France. Hervé regularly publishes and speaks in relation to structured finance 
markets and related points of interest and deals. 

Before joining Orrick in 2016, Hervé was a partner at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, where 
he worked for 20 years, including 18 years as a partner.

Orrick

Hervé Touraine 
Partner – Banking & Finance

3, Rue Francois Bellot  
Geneva, 1206 
Tel: +41 22 787 4000 
herve.touraine@orrick.com 
www.orrick.com
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Capital Markets Lawyer of the Year in Switzerland Banking & Finance Lawyer of the Year  
in the United Kingdom

Edite Ligere’s practice focuses on the regulation of machine learning, artificial intelligence, 
global financial regulation, banking, insurance, human rights, data protection, consumer 
protection, charity law and cyber security.

Appointments
	● General Council of the Bar of England and Wales (Elected member);

	● Bar Council Law Reform Committee;

	● Politeia Think Tank, Director (present);

	● Galileo Global Group, New York, NY, US, Senior Advisor;

	● Philanthropy Board of the Institute of Cancer Research;

	● Chairman of the Windsor Benefit Trust (for the advancement of music and the arts);

	● Member of various international and UK pro bono legal initiatives;

	● Rights of audience in the courts of England and Wales.

Selected Representations
	● AIG Inc. in the development of the first global insurance capital standard (“ICS”);

	● MetLife Inc. in the development of the activities-based approach to the identification and mitigation of 
systemic risk in the insurance sector and the development of the ICS;

	● Abu Dhabi Investment Council in various acquisitions;

	● Scotiabank in various acquisitions;

	● AmTrust in its $218.7 million acquisition of ANV Holding B.V.;

	● AIG with the preparation of a recovery and resolution plan under section 165 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act;

	● Lloyd’s of London High Premium Group;

	● AIG in the proposed sale of AIA Group Limited to Prudential plc for $35.5 billion;

	● GreyCastle Holdings in its $570 million acquisition, backed by a consortium of investors, of the run-off Life 
Reinsurance operations of XL Group;

	● TIAA-CREF in its partnership with Henderson Group PLC to create TIAA Henderson Real Estate Limited, a 
new global real estate investment management company, with total assets under management of more than 
$25 billion;

	● Hardy Underwriting in its response to the unsolicited takeover approach announced by  
Beazley plc.;

	● Syncora Holdings Ltd., a Bermuda-domiciled holding company, and its wholly owned New York and London 
subsidiaries, which underwrite financial guarantee insurance, Syncora Guarantee Inc. and Syncora Guarantee 
UK Limited (the “Company”), in a comprehensive restructuring that relieved the Company of approximately 
$6 billion in losses and loss reserves;

	● Catlin Group in its £200 million rights issue, underwritten by JP Morgan and UBS.

Selected Publications
	● ‘A “sui generis” interpretation of the rule of law?’ Politeia, May 2021;

	● ‘Kryptonite or Crypto Right?‘, Politeia, April 2021;

	● ‘Liberty, Law and Lockdown’, Politeia, January 2020;

	● Insurance: can systemic risk get any more systemic post COVID-19? chapter in the OECD’s New Approaches 
to Economic Challenges ‘The Financial System’;

	● Profit in Cyberspace? The Journal of Robotics, Artificial Intelligence and Law, Vol. 2, No. 3, 2019;

	● UK chapter on banking law and regulation in Getting The Deal Through, 13th Edition, March 2020;

	● UK and EU chapter on insurance and reinsurance in Practical Law, August 2018;

	● UK chapter on banking law and regulation in Getting The Deal Through, 12th Edition, March 2019;

	● UK and EU chapter on insurance and reinsurance in Getting The Deal Through, 11th Edition, August 2018;

	● UK and EU chapter on insurance and reinsurance in Practical Law, September 2017;

	● UK chapter on insurance and reinsurance in Getting The Deal Through, 10th Edition, August 2017;

	● Global systemic risk in the insurance sector – insurers split on recovery and resolution planning: Insurance 
ERM Issue 21 Spring 2017;

	● UK chapter on insurance and reinsurance in Getting The Deal Through, 9th Edition, August 2016;

	● Brexit For Insurers One Month On, Debevoise & Plimpton update August 2016;

	● Insurance and Reinsurance Global Guide Q&A “Insurance And Reinsurance In The UK (England And Wales): 
Overview,” 2016/2017, Thomson Reuters Practical Law: published July 2016.

Selected Speaking Engagements
	● ‘Going Green – Consistent with Economic Recovery?’ Politeia, June 2021;

	● ‘EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement’ webinar, The European Institute of Columbia University, the European 
Legal Studies Center of Columbia University and the European American Chamber of Commerce in New York 
with British Consul General in New York and HM Trade Commissioner for North America Anthony Phillipson, 
Barney Reynolds, Partner and Member of the Executive Committee of Shearman & Sterling, Katharina Pistor, 
Professor of Comparative Law, Georges Ugeux, Chairman of Galileo Global Advisors Moderator and Adam 
Tooze, Professor of History Columbia University and Director of the European Institute, 19 March 2021, UK;

	● ‘Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare with Robert Kellar QC & Edite Ligere’ Seminar, Leigh Day, London, July 
2020;

	● ‘In Conversation with Robert Kellar QC & Edite Ligere’, Artificial Intelligence; Real Headache? Seminar, DWF, 
London, March 2020.

1 Crown Office Row Chambers

Edite Ligere 
Barrister

1 Crown Office Row, Temple 
London, EC4Y 7HH 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7797 7500 
edite.ligere@1cor.com 
www.1cor.com
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Civil Law Expert of the Year in the United Kingdom

Katherine Alexander Theodotou is a Cypriot solicitor practising in Cyprus with her 
own firm, K. Alexandrou Theodotou LLC, and in the UK under Highgate Hill Solicitors. 

Ms Alexander Theodotou was educated in Cyprus, Greece and Belgium and has been successful 
with two PhDs, professional qualifications in the UK, as well as professional qualifications in 
Cyprus. She is an honorary professor of the University of Gent in Belgium and has worked 
as a lecturer and lawyer in Cyprus and the UK, as well as acting as an associate of A. Lionis 
Advocates in Athens.

As a lawyer, she has never lost a case. She deals primarily with large commercial cases, which 
are bilateral, with actions in two countries. These have included:

	● Liasides action in Cyprus 2007–2009: Ms Alexander Theodotou lifted an Ernest Young receiver 
from the properties;

	● The Harrogate actions: she assisted clients to get their deeds in Cyprus, 2007; 

	● The Anarita case: she assisted purchasers to safeguard their properties from receivership;

	● The Panareti case (CL-2017-000657), which lasted from 2010–2021. It was won with 
compensation to the clients (08/06/2021);

	● The Tersefanou actions (2013 FOLIO 1309): clients rescinded contracts with various developers;

	● Frenaros action (HQ12X02903): she assisted clients to free themselves from fraudulent contracts;

	● Swiss Francs, (CL-2014-000668): she terminated the loans in Swiss Francs and assisted clients 
to obtain favourable agreements from the banks; 

	● The John Taylor (CL-2014-000743) case: she assisted clients in terminating their unfair contracts.

Ms Alexander Theodotou is also a highly experienced mediator, and has advised on 60 individual 
cases, which were resolved successfully through mediation.

In 2013, she set up the European Committee of Lawyers against Risky Currencies, and is the 
chair of this committee, which encompasses 14 European countries.

Human Rights 
Ms Alexander Theodotou has worked prominently within the area of human rights. As an NGO 
in Iraq, she assisted others in identifying the imprisonment of innocent people as suspects who 
had been badly treated by the allied armies.

She is currently campaigning for the independence of Kurdistan and the unity of the Kurdish 
regions into an independent state, and acts as the Chair of the Euro-Kurdistan Committee, 
hosting a number of successful meetings at the European Parliament and the British Parliament. 

She is also campaigning for the liberation of Kurdish political prisoners, Abdullah Öcalan and the 
Kurdish leader of the opposition, Selahattin Demirtaş, who is also a lawyer and is imprisoned by 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the President of Turkey.

Moreover, she is campaigning for the unfair treatment of the Palestinians, and for political debate 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians – to find a peaceful solution without the interference of 
the great powers.

Cyprus
Ms Alexander Theodotou is a member of a family with a historical background, as one of her relatives 
led the revolution for the independence of Cyprus in 1931 and suffered imprisonment, torture and 
exile in the Seychelles. In his honour, the Theodotou street in Nicosia, Cyprus was established. 

She played an important role when her island was attacked and invaded by the Turks. She 
assisted in the liberation of 600 children from the Turkish forces.

Today she is the Leader of the Free and Democratic Unity of Cyprus, a movement launching a 
number of candidates for the forthcoming elections, including Turkish Cypriots.

Justice for Lawyers
Ms Alexander Theodotou founded this movement around five years ago to protect the black 
and ethnic minority firms from the injustice and bias of the regulatory bodies. The movement 
believes in regulations, but objects to the bureaucracy and bias of regulatory bodies under the 
influence of false complaints.

According to Ms Alexander Theodotou, the Legal Ombudsman service consists of people whose 
objectivity is very low. The SRA investigators and the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal need to be 
reformed to be in the shape of a judicial court, wherein both sides are heard equally.

She notes that Cyprus, despite its troublesome history, has some of the best regulatory systems 
in Europe and could be an example for the English regulators.

Memberships:
She is a member of the Parliamentary Review Committee under Lord Pickles, a member of the 
Leaders Council of Lord Blunkett. 

Charity and Community Work:
Ms Alexander Theodotou also founded the supplementary schools in Islington for ethnic 
minorities, as well as founding two charitable organisations for animals and birds in Cyprus and 
the UK.

Highgate Hill Solicitors

Katherine Alexander Theodotou 
Principal

98 Dresden Road,  
London, N19 3BQ 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7263 6445 
hellenic@btinternet.com 
www.highgate-hill-solicitors.co.uk
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White Collar Crime Law Firm of the Year  
in the United Kingdom

Acting on fraud, regulatory and general crime cases, ABR Solicitors is ranked highly 
in leading independent research publications, and our discerning clientele reflect  
our reputation.

Prosecutions and investigations of all kinds are defended at all stages of their progress by our 
experienced team of criminal defence lawyers.

We are a progressive practice, ensuring independent representation for all our clients. We 
maintain excellent professional relationships with others barristers, solicitors and expert 
witnesses seeking justice for our clients.

The team uses its immense experience of investigations and prosecutions to advise personal 
and commercial clients in a tactically astute matter.

Should you find yourself accused of a crime, it is important to ensure that you instruct expert 
criminal defence solicitors. We are recognised in both the Legal 500 and Chambers guide to 
the profession as experts in criminal defence. Additionally, we are recommended by 98% of our 
clients (according to our client feedback forms).

We always strive to provide our clients with a personal service, dealing with you as an individual, 
and not just a case file.

Our team of expert criminal defence solicitors are experienced in preparing your defence for trial 
and acting as your defence solicitor in the Magistrates’ Court or the Crown Court.

We have years of experience acting as criminal defence solicitors on behalf of both individuals 
and businesses charged with every type of crime. Whether you are defending yourself from an 
allegation of criminal damage or murder, we understand the importance of your case to you. With 
years of experience as criminal defence solicitors, acting on behalf of thousands of clients, the 
firm is able to help you properly prepare your case and defend yourself, whatever the allegation.

We have found that we are increasingly approached by clients after they have conducted careful 
research (both online and in the local communities) into the firm and the people that work here. 
Key contacts are Rob Rode, Tony Murphy, Andrew Stewardson, Anna Moran, Kenton Sargeant, 
Arlegh Davies and Cheryl Rudden.

The firm acts on behalf of clients via both legal aid and private funding.

Rob Rode
Rob is a nationally and internationally recognised specialist criminal defence solicitor. He is an 
acknowledged specialist fraud (white collar) and regulatory defence solicitor. He is described in 
one of the leading guides to the profession as “like a terrier that never stops digging”. Rob is a 
supervisor on the Specialist Fraud Panel set up by the Legal Aid Agency. He is a higher  
court advocate.

He is described in Chambers 2019 as “a very good lawyer” and a “fearsome advocate”, and is 
recognised as a leading individual in crime fraud and financial crime by the most recent Legal 
500 and Chambers editions, both nationally and locally.

He represents individuals and companies in the UK and abroad facing investigation/prosecution 
under the Bribery Act or multijurisdictional legislation, including FCPA. He has experience of 
dealing with prosecution authorities across a number of jurisdictions.

Rob undertakes fraud defence, regulatory defence, white collar defence involving international/
cross-jurisdictional issues, defence of tax /VAT fraud, motoring and general criminal matters with 
(again, according to a leading independent guide) “a certain panache”.

Rob undertakes private prosecutions on behalf of individuals and companies.

He is Criminal Lawyer of the Year in England (International Advisory Experts Awards, 2017).

He is also UK-regional Criminal Defence Lawyer of the Year (Lawyer Awards, 2019).

He is Regulatory Defence Solicitor of the Year (AigloBalmedia 2019 Legal Awards).

He is also Fraud Lawyer of the Year (Finance Monthly Fintech Awards, 2019).

He was shortlisted for Managing Partner of the Year in the Yorkshire Legal Awards, 2020.

ABR Solicitors

Rob Rode 
Partner

Britannia Chambers  
4 Oxford Place  
Leeds, LS1 3AX 
Tel: +44 (0)333 600 9222 
rob.rode@abrsolicitors.com 
www.abrsolicitors.com

Civil Law Expert of the Year in the United Kingdom
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Construction Lawyer of the Year in Austria

KWR Karasek Wietrzyk 
Rechtsanwälte GmbH

Dr. Georg Karasek 
Partner

Fleischmarkt 1, A-1010 Vienna 
Tel: +43 1 24500-3155 
georg.karasek@kwr.at 
www.kwr.at

Projects & Energy Lawyer of the Year in Austria

Schoenherr Vienna

Christian Schmelz 
Partner

A-1010 Vienna, Schottenring 19 
Tel: +43 1 534 37 0 
office.austria@schoenherr.eu 
www.schoenherr.eu

Employment Lawyer of the Year in Belgium

Stibbe

Elisabeth Matthys 
Partner

Central Plaza, Loksumstraat 
25 Rue de Loxum, 1000 Brussels 
Tel: +32 2 533 56 52 
elisabeth.matthys@stibbe.com 
www.stibbe.com

IP Law Expert of the Year in Belgium
ASTREA CVBA 
Advocaten/Avocats/Attorneys-at-law

Christine De Keersmaeker 
Senior Counsel

Louizalaan/Avenue Louise  
235 – B-1050 Brussel/Bruxelles 
Posthofbrug 6 bus  
1- A – 4de V.- B-2600 Antwerpen 
Tel: +32 2 215 97 58 
cdk@astrealaw.be 
www.astrealaw.be

Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year in Bulgaria 

Dimitrov, Petrov & Co

Metodi Baykushev  
Partner

28 Todor Alexandrov Blvd., 
Fl. 7, Sofia 1303 
Tel: +359 (2) 421 42 01 
info@dpc.bg 
www.dpc.bg
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Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in Croatia

Šavoric & Partners

Branko Bulat 
Partner

Ilica 1/A, Zagreb Eye, 14th - 15th floor, 
10 000 Zagreb 
Tel: +38514855900 
branko.bulat@savoric.com 
www.savoric.com

Boutique Corporate Law Firm of the Year in Cyprus

Alexandrou & Papatheodorou LLC

Alexandros Ch. Alexandrou 
Managing Partner

24 Gregoriou Xenopoulou, Office 301 
Kyzas Bldg, Block A, 1061, Nicosia 
Tel: (+357) 22 262 268 
aca@apllc.eu 
www.apllc.eu

International Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in Cyprus

KARAMANOLIS & KARAMANOLIS LLC

Yiannis Karamanolis                
Managing Director                                                      

113 Prodromou Avenue, 1st Floor  
2064, Nicosia 
Tel: +357 22 277677 
yiannis@karamanolis.com       
www.karamanolis.com

IP Lawyer of the Year in Cyprus

Lellos P Demetriades Law Office

Achilleas Demetriades 
Partner

The Chanteclair House, 2 Sophoulis Str. 
9th fl, 1096 Nicosia 
Tel: +357 22 676060 
achilleas@ldlaw.com.cy 
www.ldlaw.com.cy

Construction Disputes Barrister of the Year in England

Exchange Chambers

David Fearon 
Barrister and Mediator

201 Deansgate, Manchester M3 3NW 
Tel: +44 (0)161 833 2722 
fearon@exchangechambers.co.uk 
www.exchangechambers.co.uk
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Professional Indemnity Disputes Law Firm of the Year in England

Caytons

John Cayton 
Senior Partner

85 Gracechurch Street,  
London EC3V 0AA 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7398 7628 
cayton@caytonslaw.com 
www.caytonslaw.com

Contested and Hostile Bids Expert of the Year in France

Skadden, Arps, Slate,  
Meagher & Flom LLP

Armand W Grumberg 
Head of European M&A

68 rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré  
75008 Paris 
Tel: +33 1 55 27 11 00 
armand.grumberg@skadden.com 
www.skadden.com

Labour Law Firm of the Year in France

Flichy Grangé Avocats

Joël Grangé 
Managing Partner | Labour Aspects of 
Mergers and Restructuring Operations 
| Collective Redundancies | Transfers of 
Undertakings & Collective Disputes

66 Av. d’Iéna, 75016 Paris 
Tel: +33 (0) 1 56 62 30 00 
grange@flichy.com 
www.flichygrange.com

Maritime Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in France

FAVAREL & ASSOCIES

Béatrice Favarel 
Lawyer – Founding Partner

18, Quai de Rive Neuve – 13007 Marseille 
Tel: +33 (0)4 91 13 03 03 
Cell: +33 (0)6 86 67 76 72 
beatrice@favarel-associes.fr 
www.favarel-associes.com

Food Lawyer of the Year in Germany

KWG Rechtsanwälte

Markus Grube 
Partner

Wilhelm-Breckow-Allee 
15, Gummersbach 51643 
Tel: +49 2261 60140 
info@kwg.eu 
www.kwg.eu
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Agency Law Firm of the Year in Greece

KARAGOUNIS & PARTNERS

Mr. Constantin Karagounis 
Managing Partner

18, Valaoritou Str. 106 71 Athens 
Tel: +30 210 339 0001; +33 6 75 79 25 18 
info@karagounislawfirm.com 
constantin.karagounis@karagounislawfirm.com 
www.karagounislawfirm.com

Investment Law Firm of the Year in Greece

KMD Law Firm & Associates

Katerina Marini 
CEO Attorney At Law /  
Accredited Mediator

Vasilissis Sofias 121, Athens 
Tel: +30 2102445795 
info@kmdlaw.gr 
www.kmdlaw.gr

Shipping Litigation Lawyer of the Year in Greece

Hill Dickinson LLP

Maria Moisidou 
Partner

2 Defteras Merarchias St, Piraeus 185, 35 
Tel: +30 210 428 4770 
maria.moisidou@hilldickinson.com 
www.hilldickinson.com

Insolvency Law Firm of the Year in Hungary

TENK Law Firm

Dr. Zoltan Tenk 
Managing Partner

Csörsz utca 49-51, 1124 Budapest 
Tel: +36 (1) 700 4400 
zoltan.tenk@tenklaw.com 
www.tenklaw.com

Arbitration Lawyer of the Year in Ireland
Mr Kenneth C Fogarty SC
Kenneth C Fogarty 
MIET, MITL, Arbitrator, Accredited Mediator; Member of the Inner Bar 
Member of The New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) 
Managing Director, Dev Centre House Limited 
Vice President – International Business Expansion,  
GYST Technologies Limited
Law Library, Four Courts, Dublin 7 
Tel: +353 87256 6642 (scheduled calls only) 
kfogarty@lawlibrary.ie 
www.devcentrehouse.eu  
www.gysttechnologies.com

MR KENNETH C 
FOGARTY SC
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Construction Lawyer of the Year in the Netherlands

Houthoff

Michel Klijn 
Partner

Weena 355, 3013 AL Rotterdam 
Tel: +31 10 217 25 43 
m.klijn@houthoff.com 
www.houthoff.com

Employment Lawyer of the Year in the Netherlands

De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek

Barbara Kloppert 
Partner

De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek, 
Claude Debussylaan 80, 
1082 MD Amsterdam 
Tel: +31 20 577 1965 
barbara.kloppert@debrauw.com 
www.debrauw.com

IP Litigation Lawyer of the Year in the Netherlands

Hogan Lovells

Samantha C. Brinkhuis  
Partner

Strawinskylaan 4129,  
1077 ZX, Amsterdam 
Tel: +31 20 553 3712 
samantha.brinkhuis@hoganlovells.com 
www.hoganlovells.com/en/ 
brinkhuis-samantha

Commercial Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in Norway

Advokatfirmaet DLA Piper Norway DA

Line Ravlo-Losvik 
Partner, Real Estate

Bryggegata 6, 0250 Oslo 
Tel: +47 24 13 15 00 (law firm);  
+47 95 22 33 94 (lawyer) 
line.ravlo-losvik@dlapiper.com (lawyer) 
post@dlapiper.com (law firm) 
norway.dlapiper.com

White Collar Crime Lawyer of the Year in Poland

Kondracki Celej

Marcin Kondracki 
Managing Partner

ul. Kopernika 32 lok. 5 00-336 Warszawa 
Tel: +48 22 121 08 08 
m.kondracki@kondrackicelej.pl 
www.kondrackicelej.pl
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Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year in Portugal

FDR – Pinto Duarte, Casado Neves e 
Associados – Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL

António Pinto Duarte 
Managing Partner

Rua Sampaio e Pina, nº 1 – 6º Esquerdo 
1070-248 Lisboa 
Tel: (+351) 21 371 07 00 
fdradvogados@fdr.pt 
apduarte@fdr.pt 
www.fdr.pt

Private Client Law Firm of the Year in Switzerland

Blum&Grob Attorneys at Law Ltd.

Dr. Natalie Peter 
Attorney at Law

Neumuehlequai 6, CH-8001 Zurich 
Tel: +41 58 320 00 00 
n.peter@blumgrob.ch 
www.blumgrob.ch

Arbitration Lawyer of the Year in Turkey

ECC

Ceren Çakır 
Founding Partner

Vişnezade Mah. Süleyman Seba Cad.  
48 BJK Plaza A/28 34357 Beşiktaş 
İstanbul / Türkiye 
Tel: +90 212 924 29 46 
cerencakir@ecclaw.com.tr 
www.ecclaw.com.tr

Energy Lawyer of the Year in Ukraine

CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang

Vitaliy Radchenko 
Partner

Volodymyrska Street 38, Kyiv, 01054 
Tel: +380 44 391 33 77 
vitaliy.radchenko@cms-cmno.com 
www.cms.law

Trusts & Estates Law Firm of the Year in Ukraine

Voropaev & Partners LLC

Anna Nechai 
Partner

Obolonskiy Avenue, Section C,  
Office 1006, Kyiv 04205 
Tel: +38 063 388 81 20 
info@voropaevltd.com.ua 
www.voropaevltd.com.ua/en
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Aviation Lawyer of the Year in the United Kingdom

Keystone Law

Hugh O’Donovan 
Consultant Barrister

48 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1JF 
Tel: +44 (0)20 3319 3700 
hugh.odonovan@keystonelaw.co.uk 
www.keystonelaw.com

Banking Litigation Lawyer of the Year in the United Kingdom

Walker Morris LLP

Louise Power 
Partner

33 Wellington Street, Leeds, LS1 4DL 
Tel: +44 (0) 113 283 2542 
louise.power@walkermorris.co.uk 
www.walkermorris.co.uk

Construction Lawyer of the Year in the United Kingdom

Hill Dickinson Liverpool

David Chinn 
Partner

No.1 St. Paul’s Square, Liverpool, L3 9SJ 
Tel: +44 (0)151 600 8789 
david.chinn@hilldickinson.com 
www.hilldickinson.com

Corporate Tax Lawyer of the Year in the United Kingdom

Mills & Reeve LLP

Kevin Lowe 
Partner

78-84 Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2AB 
Tel: +(44)(0)121 456 8382 
kevin.lowe@mills-reeve.com 
www.mills-reeve.com

Environment Lawyer of the Year in the United Kingdom

Reed Smith LLP

Nicholas Rock 
Partner

Broadgate Tower, 20 Primrose Street, 
London, EC2A 2RS 
Tel: +44 (0)20 3116 3685 
nrock@reedsmith.com 
www.reedsmith.com



The Americas Winners

A recent ECLAC-ILO joint publication warns that 
in order to reduce the high unemployment rates 
seen in Latin America during the pandemic, 
significant efforts will be needed on employment 
policies aimed at the most vulnerable groups.

Regional GDP in 2020 experienced a -7.1% contraction, 
the biggest in a century, producing in turn a drop in 
employment and an increase in the unemployment 
rate, which reached 10.5% on average that same year, 
ECLAC and the ILO indicate.

In June, the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) launched edition No. 24 of 
their joint publication, The Employment Situation in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, in which they analyse 
the impact of the crisis prompted by COVID-19 on the 
main labour market indicators in 2020.

According to the document, the biggest effects 
were seen in the second quarter of last year, when 
governments implemented confinement measures 
and others aimed at containing the pandemic. These 
measures produced a sharp drop in economic activity, 
employment and in the number of hours worked. Many 
workers, mainly informal ones, were unable to continue 
their productive tasks and had to withdraw from the 
market, which prevented them from earning income for 
their households and acting in a countercyclical way, 
as in previous crises. Furthermore, the suspension of 
care services and schools gave rise to a heavy workload 
inside homes, which is unequally distributed in general, 
overburdening women in particular.

Starting in the third quarter of the year, workers 
began returning to the labour market, and a gradual 
increase in employment was observed. However, 2020 
ended with lower levels of labour participation and 
employment and higher levels of unemployment than 
what existed before the pandemic.

“Given the depth of the impact of the crisis in the 
region’s labour markets in 2020, countries must 
implement policies that stimulate job creation, 
particularly among the most vulnerable groups such 
as young people and women,” stated Alicia Bárcena, 
ECLAC’s Executive Secretary, and Vinícius Pinheiro, 
the ILO’s Regional Director for Latin America and 
the Caribbean. The two officials also stressed the 
importance of regulating new forms of hiring through 
digital platforms.

According to the report, the contraction in employment 
in 2020 was much more pronounced in sectors such as 
hotels (19.2%), construction (11.7%), trade (10.8%) and 
transportation (9.2%), which together account for some 
40% of regional employment. At the same time, industry 
(8.6%) and other services (7.5%) also experienced 
contractions, while in the agricultural sector there were 
comparatively fewer job losses (2.4%).
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Both United Nations organisations emphasise that it 
is essential to think about strategies that would enable 
laying the foundations for a return to the job market 
with better labour conditions for all workers. This entails 
shoring up the employment recovery in the most highly 
affected categories and sectors, improving institutional 
aspects regarding health and job safety, formalising 
workers, promoting women’s labour inclusion and 
adequately regulating new work modalities.

ECLAC and the ILO also examine key aspects of decent 
work for workers mediated by digital platforms. 
During the pandemic, these workers constituted a very 
important source of employment due to the need to 
reduce personal contact and maintain the dispatch 
of essential goods. However, evidence suggests that 
there is a high degree of precariousness in this work 
modality, characterised by instability, long workdays, 
the absence of socio-labour protection and a dearth of 
options for dialogue and representation.

The report emphasises the need to design adequate 
regulatory frameworks to achieve the goal of 
establishing and protecting social and labour rights for 
these new and expanding work modalities.

Elsewhere, the US economy is expected to grow 6.7% 
in 2021, an improvement not only from last year’s 2.5% 
contraction, but up too, compared to a January forecast 
of 5.3%, according to commentary from the Fannie 
Mae (OTCQB: FNMA) Economic and Strategic Research 
(ESR) Group.

The forecast upgrade of full-year 2021 real GDP growth 
reflects greater-than-expected consumer spending in 
the winter months, slowing COVID-19 case rates and 
hospitalisations, and the likelihood of an impending 
fiscal stimulus package. However, the ESR Group notes 
that some of the expected growth quickening stems 
from a pull-forward that was previously expected to 
take place in 2022; subsequently, its forecast of full-
year growth in 2022 decreased 0.8 percentage points 
recently to 2.8%. The ESR Group’s updated forecast 
also highlights greater uncertainty and downside risks, 
including stronger inflation and higher interest rates, 
as well as potentially weaker growth if COVID-related 
restrictions become more prevalent again.

While housing is still expected to moderate from its 
unsustainably high pace in the second half of 2020, the 
ESR Group did upwardly revise its 2021 sales forecast 

on new data, suggesting that the expected cooling 
will occur over a longer time frame than previously 
anticipated. Annual single-family starts were also 
upgraded to 18.6% growth in 2021. Combined with 
continued strength in refinances and an otherwise 
upgraded housing forecast, the ESR Group projects 
mortgage originations in 2021 to hit $4.1 trillion, a $0.2 
trillion improvement from its prior forecast.

“If 2020 was the year of the virus, then 2021 will more 
than likely be the year of the vaccine,” said Doug Duncan, 
Fannie Mae Senior Vice President and Chief Economist. 
“Whether the vaccines are effective, including with the 
new virus strains, and how broadly and timely they can 
be distributed, remain key questions.

“Consumer interest in locking-in historically low 
mortgage rates helped drive continued high volumes of 
refinancing and aggressive levels of homebuying,” Mr 
Duncan continued. “We believe that this will continue 
in 2021.

“However, with the Fed committed to low rates for the 
foreseeable future, a recovering economy, and already 
the highest level of debt-funded stimulus in place 
since World War II, the proposed additional stimulus 
heightens the risk of rising inflation and interest rates, 
as well as a potential boom-and-bust scenario. Very 
strong growth in the second half of 2021 could push 
inflation, and thereby rates, up significantly in 2022, 
thus invoking a Fed response of tightening and a 
significant deceleration later in 2022.”

In addition, according to the IMF, “the Biden 
administration’s $1.9 trillion rescue package is 
expected to further boost GDP over 2021–22, with 
significant spillovers to main US trading partners.”
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M&A Lawyer of the Year in Argentina

Marcelo Bombau is one of the partners in the Mergers and Acquisitions and Telecommunications 
and Media Law departments and heads the Entertainment Law department.

He specializes in the structuring and negotiation of corporate sales transactions and continuing advice to boards 
of directors (of which in many cases he is a member) and in-house legal departments of firms operating in a wide 
range of fields. The majority of his clients belong to international groups, with emphasis on companies dedicated 
to mass consumer products and audiovisual media and entertainment.

His expertise and dedication to issues entrusted to him have earned him the highest respect from clients 
and colleagues, as well as uninterrupted recognition from specialized publications such as Latin Lawyer and 
Chambers Latin America, among others.

As a result of a combination of the above, he was elected Chair of the ABA International Law Section for 
2014–2015, an historical appointment as the first non-US qualified lawyer to occupy a similar position in more 
than 135 years of the American Bar Association.

Education and Training:
–  Universidad Nacional de la Plata 

Law, 1981

Distinctions:
–  Chambers Global 

Band 2 (Corporate/M&A) - Marcelo Bombau: Band 4

–  Chambers Latin America 
Band 2 (Corporate/ M&A) - Marcelo Bombau: Band 4 
Band 1(Telecommunications, Media & Technology) - Marcelo Bombau: Band 2

–  Legal 500 
Band 3 (Corporate/M&A) - Leading Individual 
Band 1 (Telecommunications, Media & Technology) - Leading Individual

–  The Best Lawyers in Argentina (2019 Edition) 
Corporate and M&A Law 
Entertainment Law 
Media Law 
Private Equity Law

–  IFLR 1000 
Tier 4, M&A (2018)

–  LACCA 
Approved lawyers, Corporate/M&A, 12, Thought Leader (2020)

Bomchil
Bomchil is considered one of the leading full-service law firms in Argentina. Since the firm’s foundation in 1923 
it has participated in some of the country’s most complex and significant transactions and disputes.

The firm’s highly specialized practice areas allow it to build tailor-made teams to meet its clients’ multidisciplinary 
needs. The firm’s commitment to excellence prompts its partners to take a hands-on approach to work, within a 
dynamic, cooperative organization.

To reach its goals, the firm recruits and develops exceptional people from a wide array of law schools across 
Argentina, giving them the tools to excel in a challenging environment.

The firm’s clients include multinational companies, large and medium-sized regional companies, banks, financial 
institutions and funds, governments, foreign embassies and non-profit organizations.

Bomchil attempts to excel through collaborative effort and a desire to share its expertise. The varied spectrum 
of work it undertakes is mirrored in the profiles of the firm’s team. The team has a strong spirit of membership 
in the firm, of the firm’s identity and of its working practices. The team shares a positive working environment, 
where they value and appreciate everyone’s ideas, concerns and contributions.

Bomchil’s work ethic defines it as a firm and is one of the reasons for its continuing success. The firm is locally 
and internationally renowned as experts in a variety of practice areas. The team are particularly known for its 
rigorous attention to, and quality oversight of, its work. 

The firm is also committed to its society, having promoted pro bono work for the last two decades. In 2018 
Bomchil was recognized by Latin Lawyer and The Vance Center with the Pro Bono Leading Light distinction 
due to its contribution to pro bono culture in Argentina.

Mergers and Acquisitions
Bomchil has broad and renowned experience in advising local and foreign investors on issues relating to 
mergers and acquisitions.

The firm handles all aspects of the transactions, from determining the most appropriate corporate structure 
and its tax planning to undertaking ‘due diligence’ procedures and the drafting and negotiation of transfer and 
shareholder agreements.

Due to its long-standing experience, the firm is in a position to swiftly identify any potential problems and obstacles. 
The team then offers creative solutions based on its expertise gained over decades of professional practice.

Bomchil offers its clients a collaborative working environment. The team communicate in the most suitable and 
convenient language for the transaction, adding value to the deals and associated documentation.

The firm’s reputation rests not only on the accuracy of its legal work but also on the speed of completion 
and its handling of the corporate and antitrust/competition elements, ensuring a successful outcome to the 
matters entrusted to it. The team combines this with a profound understanding of the economic sectors in 
which it practices and a practical legal insight of the businesses it handles. The team position itself as true 
“partners” of its clients.

Among a range of leading companies, Bomchil have represented those in the food, automobile, beverages, 
clothing, energy, communications media, pharmaceuticals, tourism, software, oil and advertising sectors, 
among many others.

Bomchil

Marcelo E. Bombau 
Partner

Av. Corrientes 420, C1043AAR, 
Buenos Aires 
Tel: (+54 11) 4321 7503 
marcelo.bombau@bomchil.com 
www.bomchil.com.ar
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Criminal Law Firm of the Year in Brazil

David Rechulski has over 30 years of experience in corporate criminal law 
and criminal compliance. As a leading criminal defense lawyer in Brazil, Dr. 
Rechulski is known for representing c-level executives and senior officers in 
high-profile cases and complex corporate matters. Dr. Rechulski also regularly 
advises clients in managing crisis and in connection with internal investigations 
and compliance reviews from a criminal-consequence perspective. 

His ethics and tailor-made strategies have made him one of the most admired criminal lawyers in 
Brazil, receiving national and international recognition for his work by several legal publications.

Dr. Rechulski has been awarded for 15 years by Brazil’s most important legal publication as one of 
the most admired specialized criminal lawyers in the country.

David Rechulski, Advogados
David Rechulski, Advogados is a renowned, award-winning Brazilian criminal law firm specialized 
in Corporate Criminal Law and Criminal Compliance. Founded in 2004 by partner David 
Rechulski, the firm is based in Sao Paulo and has a team of 20 criminal lawyers with broad 
expertise in criminal law and compliance.

Leading corporate criminal law practice in Brazil for several years, David Rechulski, Advogados 
provides legal advice to national and multinational corporations on sensitive matters in criminal law 
and criminal compliance. Supported by its almost two-decade long experience, David Rechulski, 
Advogados assists its clients in developing criminal compliance programs and in reviewing its 
policies and procedures from a criminal-consequence perspective to mitigate potential criminal 
liabilities to c-level executives and managers.

In addition, David Rechulski, Advogados is recognized for its successful litigation strategies 
when defending high-ranking executives and employees under criminal investigation or 
criminally charged.

David Rechulski, Advogados is led by partner David Rechulski. Through a respected and 
successful trajectory of over 30 years in corporate criminal law, he is considered to be one of the 
most admired criminal lawyers in Brazil.

Besides rigid ethics, David Rechulski is known for developing tailor-made, creative and strategic 
solutions to his clients’ demands and for his personal involvement in every case. These strong 
characteristics led him to deal with the most complex and relevant criminal cases in the Brazilian 
legal scenario with notable success.

David Rechulski, Advogados has extensive experience and is highly recommended for allegations 
of Corporate Fraud (prevention and investigation); Crimes against Consumer Markets (market 
abuses); Crimes against Public Administration (corruption, bid rigging and public contract frauds); 
Digital Fraud and Electronic Crimes; Economic Crimes (cartels); Environmental Crimes; Fraud 
and Financial Crimes (tax evasion, insider trading and money laundering); Intellectual Property 
Crimes; and Labor Crimes (workplace accidents and fatalities).

Partner David Rechulski has unparalleled experience in strategic corporate crises management, 
assisting its clients in managing crises from the very start of relevant events.

David Rechulski, Advogados works with high-respected associated law firms, providing legal advice 
in Brazilian criminal law in international proceedings, including in arbitration.

David Rechulski, Advogados

Dr. David Rechulski 
Founding Partner

Avenida Dr. Chucri Zaidan  
No. 1.550, 29th Floor  
Offices 2906 to 2909  
São Paulo/SP – Brazil  
CEP 04711-130 
Tel: +55 11 3740-2550 
rechulski@dreadv.com.br 
www.dreadv.com.br/en

Real Estate Financing Transactions Law Firm  
of the Year in Canada – Ontario
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Real Estate Financing Transactions Law Firm  
of the Year in Canada – Ontario

Knowledge is essential, relationships are paramount and timing is everything. Our 
business is to help build yours.

For over 50 years, these principles have guided us at Schneider Ruggiero Spencer Milburn 
LLP (SR Law). Our firm focuses exclusively on creating meaningful relationships to build a 
strong Ontario commercial real estate practice for leading clients including banks, 
trust companies, pension fund advisors, insurance companies, builders and 
developers. Their multifaceted, high-value property transactions require an acute attention to 
detail and a devotion to customer service: these are the highest priorities at SR Law.

Our practice encompasses all aspects of commercial financing and real estate development, 
including construction and permanent lending for condominium projects, 
apartment buildings and other commercial ventures, as well as condominium 
and fractured ownership projects, ownership/equity restructuring, mortgage 
enforcement and remedies, leasing and corporate and commercial litigation.

Maintaining our boutique size and sharp focus has been integral to SR Law continuing to 
provide the responsiveness and quality of work clients should expect of a legal partner. With the 
fast-evolving landscape of real property financing, development and legislation in Ontario, it is 
crucial today that builders and lenders work with a proven, focused legal partner. SR Law 
has the in-depth knowledge, contacts, and experience in complex commercial financing 
and real estate development that is essential to get the job done properly, on time, for a 
reasonable fee.

SR Law’s internal procedures include project management protocols with multiple checkpoints, 
and biweekly review of client files by senior members of the team to ensure nothing slips 
between the cracks. Most importantly, clients and lawyers are capably supported by a first-rate 
team of law clerks and sophisticated technology solutions, including specialist software for 
closing multi-unit/lot subdivision and condominium sales.

Our Philosophy
At Schneider Ruggiero Spencer Millburn, we work hard to be exceptional at commercial 
mortgage and real estate law, rather than trying to be all things to all people. We believe we are 
in the business of helping our clients succeed and be profitable, and our dynamic team is guided 
by these values:

Knowledge is Essential – a commitment to continuous learning, sharing our knowledge with 
each other and clients, and investing the necessary time to stay on top of emerging issues and 
legislation that affects our clients.

Relationships are Paramount – we are building relationships for life. Every day we strive to 
fulfill our pledge to understand your business goals, charge a reasonable fee for our work, and 
utilize our network to bring people together to contribute to our mutual success.

Timing is Everything – acting quickly and with clear purpose is a critical benefit in the real 
estate business. We have a passion for client service that exceeds all expectations, delivering 
on-time results and ensuring detailed follow-through with reports and paperwork.

George N. Ruggiero, the firm’s Managing Partner, has practised commercial real estate law 
exclusively since his call to the Bar in 1984, working only for builder/developer and institutional 
and private lender clients. He has completed legal work for land development projects from land 
acquisition to house and condominium unit sales, including financings and joint ventures. George 
joined the firm in 1991, became a partner in 1994 and a name partner in 2000.

In 1993, George was the first editor of the firm newsletter, which continues today as a valuable 
communication tool for clients. The SR Law Annual Builders’ Lunch, pioneered by George in 1993 
as a networking opportunity for builder and lender clients, is highly regarded in the industry. He 
has written for the Ontario Lawyers Weekly, instructed at the Bar Admission Course and has 
been a frequent speaker at industry conferences. George was one of only a handful of students 
admitted to the University of Toronto Law School after only two years of undergraduate study; he 
graduated from Law School in 1982 and completed his undergraduate degree in Economics at 
the University of Toronto while articling. George was only one of two students to graduate with 
High Distinction. George obtained the degree of Juris Doctor from the University of Toronto on 
October 3, 2005.

Active in the community, George was on the Board of Directors for Providence Healthcare in 
Scarborough from 2006 to 2014. George and his wife, Carmelanna, are proud to be patrons of 
the highly acclaimed Salon Speakers Series.

Schneider Ruggiero Spencer  
Milburn LLP

George N. Ruggiero 
Managing Partner

1000-120 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5H 3V1 
Tel: +1-416-363-2211 ext. 215 
gruggiero@srlawpractice.com 
www.srlawpractice.com
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Energy & Infrastructure Projects Lawyer of the Year  
in Mexico

Jorge Oria y Anaya joined Ritch Mueller in 1999 and has been a Partner since 2014. 
He specializes in Arbitration and Dispute Resolution, Banking and Finance, Energy 
and Infrastructure Projects and Mergers and Acquisitions.

Jorge Oria y Anaya has gained significant experience over the past 20 years, in energy, 
infrastructure and power transactions. He also has experience in acquisition and equipment 
finance, and arbitration in relation to energy and infrastructure projects. His practice focuses on 
representing sponsors, off-takers and local, multilateral and regional lenders as well as equity 
and mezzanine investors in transactions within the power (renewable and conventional), oil and 
gas, transportation, and water industries.

Relevant Transactions:
	● Represented a leading renewable energy infrastructure company in an emergency arbitration in 
connection with the drafting of a wind turbine supply contract for a wind farm.

	● Represented a leading renewable energy infrastructure company in an ICC arbitration in 
connection with the construction of a wind farm in Mexico (USD$80 million).

	● Represented Cubico Sustainable Investments in the development, construction, acquisition, 
financing, divestiture and dispute resolution proceedings related with various wind farms projects in 
Mexico, with aggregated capacity of approximately 750 MW.

	● Represented the group of Banks as lenders in relation with the financing of the Villanueva I, 
Villanueva III and Don José Solar projects (subsidiaries of Enel Green Power and CDPQ), having 
an aggregate capacity of approximately 1 GW.

	● Represented Canadian Solar in the development, financing and sale of the photovoltaic power project 
Aguascalientes I, which was awarded a PPA in the first long-term auction called by CENACE.

	● Has represented the Banks and financial institutions in different financing and refinancing 
transactions regarding the gas pipelines awarded to and developed by Fermaca in Mexico.

	● Represented Blackrock in the development, construction and financing of the expansion project 
for carbon transport and storage facilities in the Port of Lázaro Cárdenas.

	● Represented the Banks in a long-term financing of two photovoltaic power projects owned by 
Jinko Solar, awarded in a long-term auction by CENACE.

	● Represented the Banks and financial institutions in the senior financing of Samalayuca- Sásabe 
gas pipeline.

	● Represented the Banks and the financial institutions in the financing for the construction of 
Ramones II Sur y Ramones II Norte gas transport projects.

	● Represented International Finance Corporation and Nacional Financiera in the financing of a 30 
MW solar photovoltaic power plant in Baja California, Mexico, the first of its kind to be financed 
in Mexico.

	● Represented the sponsor in relation with the development, construction and foreign project 
bond financing of a 500 MW combined cycle power plant and ancillary gas and water supply 
facilities in northern Mexico.

Ritch Mueller
Ritch Mueller was founded in 1975 in Mexico City by a group of professionals lead by James E. Ritch, 
with the idea of establishing a specialized practice with a transactional approach to address the needs 
of the financial sector.

The firm initially focused on advising international investment and commercial banks in their 
activities in Mexico. Today, its practice areas have grown to transform Ritch Mueller into a 
multidisciplinary firm serving domestic and international clients. As a result, the firm’s banking 
and finance, and capital markets practice areas have been complemented by other areas such as 
arbitration and dispute resolution, aviation, competition and antitrust, compliance, anti-trust and 
investigations, energy and infrastructure projects, environmental and social impact, mergers and 
acquisitions, real estate, restructurings and insolvency, and tax. 

From its offices in Mexico City, Ritch Mueller provides services to all economic sectors in Mexico.

The firm strives to build prosperous and longstanding relationships with its clients, fulfilling their 
needs through innovative solutions.

Ritch Mueller is committed to provide sophisticated legal advice and add value to its clients by 
delivering high-quality legal products and services. 

Energy and Infrastructure Projects
Ritch Mueller represents national and international lenders, investors, developers and contractors 
in connection with the financing, development and implementation of energy and infrastructure 
projects, including, among others, power (renewables and conventional), oil & gas (upstream, 
midstream and downstream), roads, water treatment, airports and ports. 

The firm’s representation includes all stages of the projects, including providing advice related 
to project financing, bidding processes, project development, equity investment and divestiture, 
due diligence, regulatory matters, permitting, land and rights of way, offtake agreements, 
engineering, procurement, construction, operation, maintenance and other related agreements. 
The projects team provides an integrated service in conjunction with other practice areas of the 
Firm, particularly its environmental and social and tax teams.

Through the past four decades, Ritch Mueller’s award-winning projects team has gained a deep 
understanding of the relevant industries and has constantly adapted to meet market trends, 
changes in regulation and the need to provide innovative and sophisticated services to its clients.

Ritch Mueller

Jorge Oria y Anaya 
Partner

Av. Pedregal No 24 10th Floor, 
Molina Del Rey, 11000 Mexico DF 
Tel: +52 (55) 9178 7079 
joria@ritch.com.mx 
www.ritch.com.mx
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Business Litigation Law Firm of the Year  
in U.S., California

Bergeson, LLP is one of Silicon Valley’s leading litigation law firms. Founded 
in 1990, the firm has established a reputation for representing individuals and 
companies in high-profile and high-stakes litigation throughout the country. 

Bergeson, LLP’s practice encompasses all aspects of business litigation, with an emphasis in 
the areas of intellectual property (patent, copyright, trade secrets, and trademark), securities and 
derivative litigation, commercial litigation, media law, employment law, as well as counseling 
clients and companies on how best to address legal issues and to minimize future litigation. In 
addition, the Firm has extensive experience conducting internal investigations on behalf of audit 
committees and special litigation committees for public and privately held companies.

Consistently hailed as a Go-To Law Firm® in Fortune Magazine’s Directory of In-House Law 
Departments at the Top 500 Companies, and armed with attorneys honored as Best Lawyers 
in America® and Northern California Super Lawyers®, Bergeson, LLP prides itself on providing 
outstanding, result-oriented service in an efficient and cost-effective manner. The Firm’s small 
firm environment allows its attorneys to provide close personal attention to the needs of its 
clients and devise an effective, pre-trial strategy. Bergeson, LLP’s attorneys have extensive trial 
experience, having collectively tried more than 100 cases before federal and state court judges, 
juries, and arbitrators. At the start of each case, the Firm assigns a trial team to efficiently and 
strategically litigate the matter through its conclusion with trial strategy in mind every step of the 
way. The Firm’s impressive trial experience also provides powerful leverage for settlement.

Bergeson, LLP offers exceptional legal talent. The Firm’s attorneys graduated from top law 
schools, and many of the attorneys practiced with the largest and most prestigious law firms in 
the country prior to joining the Firm. They have wide-ranging experience practicing in state and 
federal courts throughout California and the western United States. Their expertise encompasses 
a vast range of substantive areas, and includes extensive bench trial, jury trial, appellate, and 
arbitration experience. In addition, the Firm’s attorneys are proven leaders, with several of its 
attorneys serving as members of Boards of Directors and Executive Committees of leading legal 
and community organizations.

Bergeson, LLP

Daniel J. Bergeson 
Partner

111 N. Market Street, Suite 600 
San Jose, CA 95113 
Tel: +1-408-291-6200 
dbergeson@be-law.com 
www.be-law.com

Energy & Infrastructure Projects Lawyer of the Year  
in Mexico
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Personal Injury Lawyers of the Year in US, CaliforniaIntellectual Property Law Expert of the Year  
in US, California 

Joe Hamilton, a partner with Perkins Coie, has devoted more 
than 20 years to guiding life science and technology companies 
through their most significant patent disputes.

Based in the firm’s Los Angeles office, Joe has been recognized by Intellectual 
Asset Management in the IAM Patent 1000 and as a Rising Star by Super 
Lawyers Magazine.

Following implementation of the America Invents Act (AIA), Joe has 
developed a comprehensive litigation approach for his clients, managing and 
coordinating litigation in federal district courts, the U.S. International Trade 
Commission, and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), where Joe 
has been ranked for most active matters and best performance in the IPR 
space in Patexia’s 2019 IPR Intelligence Report.

In addition to litigating, Joe counsels companies and research institutions 
on the establishment, development, and maintenance of patent portfolios 
in a variety of technologies including drug delivery and medical devices, 
computer hardware and software, and chemical and drug processing and 
manufacturing. Joe’s representative clients range from start-ups and venture-
backed companies to members of the Fortune 500.

Joe is also an active member of the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers and the University of Southern California Law School Alumni 
Association, where he mentors rising law students interested in patent law.

Perkins Coie LLP

Joseph P. Hamilton 
Partner

633 W. 5th Street, Suite 5850, Los 
Angeles, California 90071 
Tel: +1.310.788.9900 
jhamilton@perkinscoie.com 
www.perkinscoie.com/en/
professionals/joseph-hamilton.html
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Personal Injury Lawyers of the Year in US, California

Nick T. Movagar co-founded M&Y Personal Injury Lawyers with the goal of 
championing and defending the interests of individuals who have been physically 
injured or killed as a result of the negligence of another party. M&Y Personal Injury 
Lawyers elected to practice within this area of the law because personal injury 
victims are often the most vulnerable people who need legal representation the 
most. These victims have just undergone a serious injury and are not in a position to 
bring a personal injury claim and/or pursue a lawsuit. Also, because most people are 
unfamiliar with their rights in connection with a personal injury claim, the other side 
may take advantage of them by either denying their claim or offering to pay them 
much less than their claim is worth. This is where M&Y Personal Injury Lawyers 
steps into the case, to ensure all of their clients’ rights are protected and that all 
clients get just and full compensation.

Mr. Movagar currently represents wrongful death heirs and Plaintiffs throughout the state of 
California that have been injured in every conceivable type of accident involving the negligence of 
another party. These include, but are not limited to, car accidents, motorcycle accidents, boating 
accidents, trucking accidents, premises liability cases, and animal attacks. Mr. Movagar works 
tirelessly to ensure each and every client gets just compensation and all necessary medical 
treatment so that they are made whole from the losses they sustained as result of the accident.

Mr. Movagar has proudly recovered tens of millions of dollars for his clients and has been 
recognized by numerous publications, such as National Trial Lawyers, Multi-Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum, Super Lawyers magazine and the Los Angeles Magazine, for the results he 
has obtained on behalf of his clients. For five separate years, Mr. Movagar has been selected as 
a “Rising Star” on the Southern California Super Lawyers list – an award given to less than 2.5% 
of practicing attorneys. In 2016, Mr. Movagar was recognized as a Super Lawyer by the California 
Super Lawyers Magazine. Mr. Movagar has also been recognized by the National Trial Lawyers 
Magazine as a top 100 trial lawyer in the country, and is a proud member of the Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum and Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum, which is a distinction for attorneys 
who have recovered $2 million or more on a single case.

Prior to co-founding M&Y Personal Injury Lawyers, Mr. Movagar worked at an elite law firm in west 
Los Angeles. While there, Mr. Movagar represented Hilton Hotels Worldwide, Inc. (the world’s 
largest hotel company), Apartment Investment and Management Company (one of the nation’s 
largest owners and operators of apartment communities), Anschutz Entertainment Group (one of 
the leading sports and entertainment presenters in the world and the owner of the Staples Center), 
and Union Carbide Corporation (a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company).

Mr. Movagar received his Juris Doctorate from Loyola Law School in downtown Los Angeles 
in 2004 and graduated Cum Laude with Order of the Coif Honors. While at Loyola Law School, 
Mr. Movagar was an Editor on the Entertainment Law Review and volunteered at the Disability 
Rights Legal Center, an organization that champions the civil rights of people with disabilities 
through advocacy, education and litigation. While in law school, Mr. Movagar also served as an 
extern at the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office. In 2004, Mr. Movagar received the 
Commercial Law Student of the Year Award from the Los Angeles County Bar Association.

Education
	● Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, J.D. (2004)

	● Florida State University, B.S. (2001)

Bar & Court Admissions
	● California

	● U.S. District Court, California, Central District

	● U.S. District Court, California, Northern District

	● U.S. District Court, California, Eastern District

Memberships
	● Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles (CAALA)

	● Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC)

	● National Trial Lawyer

	● Million Dollar Advocates Forum

	● Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

Awards
	● Selected as “Rising Star” Attorney by Super Lawyers Magazine

	● Rated as a “Top Attorney” by Los Angeles Magazine

	● Rated as one of the “Best Attorneys of America” by Rue Ratings

	● Member of Million Dollar Advocates Forum

	● Recipient of Avvo’s “Client Choice” Award

	● Selected as “Super Lawyer” by Super Lawyers Magazine

	● Selected as “Top 100 Trial Lawyers” in the country by National Trial Lawyers

	● Member of Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum

M&Y Personal Injury Lawyers

Nick T. Movagar 
Co-Founder

4929 Wilshire Blvd.  
Suite 960, Los Angeles  
CA 90010 
Tel: +1-877-771-8175 
nick@mylawcompany.com 
www.mylawcompany.com
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Insurance Law Firm of the Year in US, Hawaii

Carlos D. Perez-Mesa, Partner at Clay Chapman Iwamura Pulice & 
Nervell, has been an active civil trial attorney in New Jersey and Hawaii 
since 1986.

He has a wide range of experience practicing in both federal and state courts, 
handling a broad range of litigation, including products liability, employment 
discrimination, personal injury, the Americans with Disabilities Act, environmental 
law, automobile and slip-and-fall accidents, as well as Title VII of the Civil Rights Act.

He has handled more than 500 arbitrations and mediations involving all types of civil 
actions, including auto accidents, sexual harassment, age discrimination, wrongful 
discharge, and racial discrimination cases. In addition, he has tried 20 cases in Hawaii 
State and Federal Courts, and has three published Hawaii Supreme Court Decisions.

Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Perez-Mesa served as a law clerk to Judge 
Nicholas Mandak, Passaic County, New Jersey.

Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Perez-Mesa focused on litigation concerning personal 
injury, employment discrimination, products liability and condominium law.

He defended AIG™ and Farmers™ Insurance insureds involved in automobile and slip-
and-fall accidents.

Mr. Perez-Mesa worked for seven years as a trial attorney for AIG™’s Staff Counsel’s 
office in Honolulu.

Practice Description:
Civil Litigation, Insurance Defense, Employment Discrimination Law,  
Personal Injury.

Industrial Sector Expertise:
Insurance Defense. He currently represents several major national and international 
companies.

Career History:
Licensed attorney from 1987 to present.

Career Education:
Bachelors in English (1983), Washington University in St. Louis.  
Honors English Program;

J.D. (1986), Rutgers Law School-Newark, General Editor of the Rutgers  
Law Review.

Career Admissions:
New Jersey Bar (1986);

Hawaii State Bar (1991);

United States District Court for the District of Hawaii (1991).

Membership Associations:
Hawaii State Bar Association;

United States District Court for the District of Hawaii (1991);

Defense Research Institute;

American Bar Association;

ALFA International.

Clay Chapman Iwamura  
Pulice & Nervell

Carlos Perez-Mesa 
Partner

700 Bishop Street, Ste 2100, 
Honolulu, HI, USA 96813 
Tel: +1 (808) 535-8400 
cperez-mesa@paclawteam.com 
www.paclawteam.com
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Matrimonial Lawyer of the Year in US, New York

Robert Stephan Cohen is an American attorney specialising in divorce cases. He is a 
Senior Partner at Cohen Clair Lans Greifer Thorpe & Rottenstreich LLP, a 21-person 
family law firm in New York City and one of the most prominent matrimonial law 
firms in the United States. Its partners and associates write, lecture and teach 
throughout the country as well as internationally on important issues relating to 
matrimonial and family law. They represent individuals and their spouses across 
a broad spectrum of industries and professions, and have handled many of the 
largest matrimonial matters in New York and elsewhere in the US. As a result, they 
have expertise in negotiating and litigating cases that present sophisticated and 
specialised valuation issues. The firm also brings extensive experience towards child 
custody, with a keen focus on difficult issues such as relocation and parental access. 
Due to the firm’s expertise and experience, its lawyers are often called upon to serve 
as counsel or advisers in jurisdictions across the US, as well as Europe and Asia. 

Mr Cohen was born in Brooklyn, New York, and was the first member of his family to graduate 
from college. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Alfred University in 1959 when he 
was 20 years old and worked three jobs to put himself through Fordham University’s School of 
Law, where he received his JD in 1962 and served as a Member of the Law Review. Today, he 
is a nationally recognised divorce attorney, holding an adjunct professorship at the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School.

Following his graduation from Fordham School of Law, Mr Cohen worked from 1963 to 1968 
with Roy Cohn, an American lawyer who was a member of the US Department of Justice’s 
prosecution team at the espionage trial of Soviet spies Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, in 
commercial litigation and matrimonial law. In 1969, he left to become the co-founder of another 
firm, and in 1984 became a founding partner of Morrison Cohen Singer & Weinstein, where for 
19 years he was the firm’s Chairman and headed its matrimonial practice. In 2003, Mr Cohen 
started Cohen Lans LLP, which in 2011 merged with Clair, Greifer LLP to form Cohen Clair Lans 
Greifer & Thorpe LLP. Both predecessor firms had been named among Best Law Firms by US 
News & World Report in its 2010 inaugural edition, and Cohen Clair Lans Greifer & Thorpe has 
been named “Best” in each subsequent year.

In 2016, Governor Andrew C Cuomo named Mr Cohen Chairperson of the Judicial Screening 
Committee for New York State’s First Judicial Department, a committee he has been a member 
of since 2012. He was also designated as a member of the State Judicial Screening Committee 
by the Governor in 2016. He was appointed in 2016 by the Administrative Judge at that time of 
the Supreme Court, New York County, as Chairperson of that Court’s Matrimonial Committee. 
In 2018, Mr Cohen was reappointed to that position. In 2019, he was appointed by The Second 
Judicial Department to its Mediation Panel. In 2019 he was appointed to the Appellate Division, 
Attorney Grievance Committee for the First Judicial Department. All of the appointments are in 
New York State.

Mr Cohen has lectured in the US, Europe and Hong Kong. Since 2003, Mr Cohen has served as 
an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, where he teaches 
a course entitled “Anatomy of a Divorce”. He is a member of the American College of Family Trial 
Lawyers and a Fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. His biography appears 
in the current and past editions of The Best Lawyers in America, Who’s Who in the World, Who’s 
Who in America, Who’s Who in American Law, Best lawyers in New York and Super Lawyers. He 
is a former JAG officer and member of JAG Corps, representing members of the military and 
their families.

In addition, Mr Cohen has been principal attorney in a number of high-profile, high-net-worth 
dissolutions for clients in a variety of industries, including finance, entertainment, real estate 
and politics, in New York and other states and internationally. These include Melinda Gates, 
Michael Bloomberg, Christie Brinkley, Swedish countess Marie Douglas-David, James Gandolfini, 
Henry Kravis, Dina Lohan, Marla Maples, Tommy Mottola, Athina Onassis, Chris Rock, Charlotte 
Sarkozy, Uma Thurman and Ivana Trump.

Mr Cohen is the author of the “anti-divorce book”, Reconcilable Differences, published by Simon 
& Schuster. He has been recognised by The New York Times as one of the most important 
divorce lawyers in the US, and has been profiled by The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal 
and Business Insider. Chambers has designated him in its highest category. He was also an avid 
marathoner and completed the New York City Marathon in 1983 and 1984, and marathons in 
London and Paris.

Cohen Clair Lans Greifer Thorpe  
& Rottenstreich LLP

Robert Stephan Cohen  
Senior Partner

The Lipstick Building,  
885 Third Avenue,  
32nd Floor, NY, NY 10022 
Tel: +1 212 300 1100 
rscohen@cohenclairlans.com 
www.cohenclairlans.com 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/robert_
stephan_cohen
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Securities Litigation Law Firm of the Year in US, Ohio

Jim Koehler focuses his practice on securities litigation and 
broker-dealer representation. He has represented clients in trial 
and appellate courts across the United States involving federal 
securities laws, including class and derivative actions. 

In addition, Mr Koehler has represented broker-dealers in dozens of FINRA 
arbitrations throughout the US in matters involving customer claims of fraud, 
unsuitability, selling-away, breach of fiduciary duty and violations of federal 
securities and state blue sky laws.

He has served as counsel for diversified corporate clients, including Reg. D  
issuers, limited partnerships in tax shelter areas and clients in China and Israel.

He has handled mergers and acquisitions and prepared 1934 Act Securities 
and Exchange Commission filings.

Koehler Fitzgerald LLC

James F Koehler 
Managing Member

1111 Superior Ave., Suite 2500, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Tel: +1-216-539-9370 
jkoehler@koehler.law 
www.koehler.law
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Technology Sector Antitrust Law Firm of the Year  
in US, Washington DC

We are proud to be recognized by The Lawyer Network’s 2021 Annual 
Awards as the Technology Sector Antitrust Law Firm of the Year in 
Washington, D.C.

Lowenstein Sandler is a national law firm with over 350 lawyers based in New York, 
Palo Alto, New Jersey, Utah, and Washington, D.C. The firm represents leaders in 
virtually every sector of the global economy, with particular emphasis on investment 
funds, life sciences, and technology.

For over 30 years, we have been pioneers in competition issues facing technology 
companies. As each generation of technology enabled new forms of competition, 
we mastered the technology and business issues to help clients navigate this ever-
changing landscape. We play key roles in technology competition issues and internet 
services, software publishing and data analytics, the pharmaceutical industry, and 
other technology-based sectors.

	● Fintech: We work with electronic payment companies on both the issuer and 
merchant sides, with companies providing transaction acceptance, fraud protection, 
and remediation, and on the complex interactions between merchants and card 
network rules.

	● Telecommunications and internet services: We work on network 
construction, operation, and interconnection; spectrum auctions and disputes; 
clearing disputes among providers and with regulators and customers; and new 
wired and wireless technologies.

	● Software publishing and data analytics: We assist companies with antitrust 
counseling related to exclusivity, monopolization, and joint venture formation; with IP 
issues; and with the formation and clearance of transactions.

	● Pharmaceutical industry: We represent pharma companies in multiple and 
overlapping complex litigations of civil and criminal issues – federal and state – and 
help companies on both the seller and buyer sides shape and negotiate transactions 
and clear regulatory hurdles.

As our clients’ competitive concerns over the past two decades grew to include 
intellectual property issues, our work with clients expanded to standards setting and 
collective IP licensing, including patent pools, collective defense, standard essential 
patents, FRAND/RAND licensing, and litigation.

Understanding that legal strategy must serve business strategy, we counsel clients’ 
business teams – from early-stage, venture-backed tech companies to major brands 
– on business structures; distribution; and disputes with competitors, suppliers, and 
customers and on transaction negotiation and regulatory clearance in the United 
States and abroad.

Bringing deep litigation skill and experience to the table, we represent companies in 
criminal antitrust matters (investigations and trials), class action antitrust lawsuits, 
actions brought by customers and suppliers, actions by or against competitors, and 
monopolization cases.

And because we are sector specialists rather than forum specialists, we are able 
to advocate in whatever forum will best accomplish our clients’ business purposes, 
whether at the negotiating table, in state or federal courts, or at the Department 
of Justice, the Federal Trade Commission, state antitrust agencies, the Federal 
Communications Commission, state regulatory agencies, and competition agencies 
throughout the world.

Leiv Blad 
Co-Chair, Antitrust &  
Trade Regulation

Tel: +1 202.753.3820 
lblad@lowenstein.com

LOWENSTEIN SANDLER LLP

Jeffrey Blumenfeld 
Co-Chair, Antitrust &  
Trade Regulation

Tel: +1 202.753.3810 
jblumenfeld@lowenstein.com

Zarema A. Jaramillo 
Partner, Antitrust &  
Trade Regulation

Tel: +1 202.753.3830 
zjaramillo@lowenstein.com

Jonathan L. Lewis 
Partner,  
Antitrust/Competition

Tel: +1 202.753.3824 
jlewis@lowenstein.com

2200 Pennsylvania Avenue  
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037 
Tel: +1 202.753.3800 
www.lowenstein.com
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Labour & Employment Lawyer of the Year in Antigua

Roberts & Co

C. Kamilah Roberts 
Partner

Roberts Building, P.O. Box 1301, 
60 Nevis Street, St. John’s 
Tel: +1 268-462-0076 
info@robertscolaw.com 
www.robertscolaw.com

Commercial Lawyer of the Year in Argentina

Marval O’Farrell Mairal

Facundo Viel Temperley 
Partner

Av. Leandro N. Alem 882, (C1001AAQ) 
Buenos Aires 
Tel: (+54-11) 4310-0114 
fvt@marval.com 
www.marval.com

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in Argentina

Beccar Varela

Pedro Nicholson 
Partner

Edificio República, Tucumán 1, 
3rd Floor C1049AAA Ciudad Autónoma 
De Buenos Aires 
Tel: (+54) (11) 4379 6898 
pnicholson@beccarvarela.com 
www.beccarvarela.com

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in Brazil

Basilio Advogados

Ana Tereza Basilio 
Founding Partner

Av Presidente Wilson,  
210 / 11o e 12o andares – Centro –  
Rio de Janeiro/RJ – CEP: 20030-021 
Tel: +55 21 2277-4200 
abasilio@basilioadvogados.com.br 
www.basilioadvogados.com.br

Tax Law Firm of the Year in Brazil

Queiroz Advogados Associados        

Prof. Dr. Mary Elbe Queiroz 
Founder

R. Padre Carapuceiro, 733 - Boa Viagem 
Recife – PE / Brazil, 51020-280 
Tel: +55 81 2127-7000 
maryelbe@queirozadv.com.br 
www.queirozadv.com.br
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International Trade Lawyer of the Year in Canada

Cassidy Levy Kent LLP

Christopher J. Kent 
Partner

55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1210, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 6L5 
Tel: +1 613 368 4142 
ckent@cassidylevy.com 
www.cassidylevy.com

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in Canada

McCarthy Tétrault

John Currie 
Partner

66 Wellington Street West, Suite 5300, 
TD Bank Tower Box 48, Toronto ON 
M5K 1E6 
Tel: +1 416-601-8154 
jcurrie@mccarthy.ca 
www.mccarthy.ca

Regulatory & Compliance Lawyer of the Year in the Cayman Islands 

Mourant Ozannes

Sara Galletly 
Partner

PO Box 1348, 94 Solaris Avenue, 
Camana Bay, KY1-1108, Grand Cayman 
Tel: +1 345 814 9233 
sara.galletly@mourant.com 
www.mourant.com

Data Privacy Lawyer of the Year in Chile

Carey

Paulina Silva 
Counsel

Av Isidora Goyenechea 2800, Floor 43, 
Las Condes, Santiago, PO 755-0647 
Tel: +56 2 2928 2665 
psilva@carey.cl 
www.carey.cl

Labour & Employment Lawyer of the Year in Chile 

Barros & Errázuriz

Juan Cristóbal Iturrate Alvarado  
Partner

Isidora Goyenechea 2939, Piso/Floor 10, 
Las Condes 
Tel: +56 2 23788925 
jiturrate@bye.cl 
www.bye.cl
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Life Sciences Lawyer of the Year in Mexico

Galicia Abogados S.C.

Bernardo Martínez Negrete E. 
Partner

Blvd. Manuel Ávila Camacho 24-7 Col. 
Lomas de Chapultepec, 11000  Miguel 
Hidalgo, Ciudad de México 
Tel: +52 55409210 
bmartineznegrete@galicia.com.mx 
www.galicia.com.mx

Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year in Nicaragua

Consortium Legal

Gerardo Hernández  
Partner

Del antiguo Hospital Militar, 1 cuadra 
al Norte. Edificio Consortium Legal. 
Managua 
Tel: +505 2254 5454 ext. 106 
ghernandez@consortiumlegal.com 
www.consortiumlegal.com

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in Nicaragua

Arias

Róger Pérez 
Partner

Pista Jean Paul Genie, Edificio Escala, 
Piso 3, Managua 
Tel: +505 2298-1360 
roger.perez@ariaslaw.com 
www.ariaslaw.com

Business Law Firm of the Year in Peru

Estudio Flores-Araoz Abogados

Antero Flowers-Araoz 
Lawyer

José 200 200, San Isidro 15036 
Tel: +(511) 224-2773 
WhatsApp: 957474068 
estudio@flores-araoz.com 
www.flores-araoz.com

Intellectual Property Law Firm of the Year in Peru

Estudio Delion

Fayssy C Delion 
Founding Partner

Enrique Palacios 360, Office # No.505 
Miraflores 15074, Lima 
Tel: +(51) (1) 222-2795 
dmatos@estudiodelion.com.pe 
www.estudiodelion.com.pe
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Wealth Management Lawyer of the Year in US, California
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Jennifer Jordan McCall 
Partner, Leader of the Estates, Trusts & 
Tax Planning Practice and Co-leader of 
the Private Wealth and Litigation – Trusts, 
Estates & High Net Worth Teams

2550 Hanover Street, Palo Alto,  
CA 94304-1115 
Tel: +1.650.233.4020 
jmccall@pillsburylaw.com 
www.pillsburylaw.com/en

Intellectual Property Lawyer of the Year in US, Delaware

Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP

Karen Jacobs 
Partner

1201 North Market Street, 16th Floor, 
PO Box 1347, Wilmington, DE 19899-1347 
Tel: +1 302-351-9227 
kjacobs@morrisnichols.com 
www.morrisnichols.com

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in US, Delaware

Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP

Joy A. Barrist 
Partner

Hercules Plaza, 1313 North Market Street, 
6th Floor, P.O. Box 951, Wilmington, 
Delaware, 19801 
Tel: +1 302.984.6022 
jbarrist@potteranderson.com 
www.potteranderson.com

Environment Lawyer of the Year in US, Florida

Bilzin Sumberg

Howard E Nelson 
Partner

1450 Brickell Avenue, 23rd Floor, 
Miami, Florida 33131  
Tel: +1305-350-2386 
hnelson@bilzin.com 
www.bilzin.com

Healthcare Lawyer of the Year in US, Florida

Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel LLP

Lester J. Perling 
Partner

100 S.E. 3rd Avenue, Suite 2700, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394 
Tel: +1 954.745.5261 
lester.perling@nelsonmullins.com 
www.nelsonmullins.com
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Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in US, Louisiana

Fishman Haygood LLP

Charles Landry

100 North Street, Suite 800, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
Tel: +1 (225) 706-4080 
clandry@fishmanhaygood.com 
www.fishmanhaygood.com

Agricultural Sector Patents Lawyer of the Year in US, Minnesota

Larkin Hoffman

Thomas J. Oppold 
Shareholder

8300 Norman Center Drive, Suite 1000 
Minneapolis, MN 55437-1060 
Tel: +1 952-896-3397 
toppold@larkinhoffman.com 
www.larkinhoffman.com

Personal Injury Law Firm of the Year in US, New Jersey

Law Offices Rosemarie Arnold

Rosemarie Arnold 
Owner

1386 Palisade Avenue,  
Fort Lee, NJ  07024 
Tel: +1-201-461-1111 
info@rosemariearnold.com 
www.rosemariearnold.com

Commercial Disputes Law Firm of the Year in US, New York

Holwell Shuster & Goldberg LLP

425 Lexington Avenue  
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: +1 646.837.5151 
www.hsgllp.com

Environment Lawyer of the Year in US, New York

Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC

Kevin M Bernstein 
Management Committee Chairman

One Lincoln Center, Syracuse,  
NY 13202-1355 
Tel: +1 (315) 218-8329 
kbernstein@bsk.com 
www.bsk.com
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Healthcare Lawyer of the Year in US, New York

Manatt Phelps & Phillips LLP

Robert D Belfort 
Partner

7 Times Square, New York, NY 10036 
Tel: +1 212.830.7270 
rbelfort@manatt.com 
www.manatt.com

Immigration Lawyer of the Year in US, New York

Cyrus D. Mehta & Partners, PLLC

Cyrus Mehta

One Battery Park Plaza, 9th Floor, 
New York, NY 10004 
Tel: +1 (212) 425 0555 
info@cyrusmehta.com 
www.cyrusmehta.com

IP Lawyer of the Year in US, Texas

Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

Jeffrey S. Whittle 
Office Managing Partner

811 Main Street, Suite 3130,  
Houston, Texas 77002 
Tel: +1 346 998 7859 
jeffrey.whittle@wbd-us.com 
www.womblebonddickinson.com/us

Cybersecurity Lawyer of the Year in US, Washington DC

Sidley Austin LLP

Colleen Theresa Brown 
Partner

1501 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel: +1 202 736 8465 
ctbrown@sidley.com 
www.sidley.com

White-Collar Criminal Defense Lawyer of the Year in US, Washington DC

Murphy & McGonigle, P.C.

Lionel André 
Shareholder

1001 G Street, N.W., Seventh Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Tel: +1 (202) 661.7039 
landre@mmlawus.com 
www.mmlawus.com
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Asia & Oceania Winners
According to the IMF, in emerging market and 
developing economies, vaccine procurement data 
suggests that effective protection will remain 
unavailable for most of the population in 2021. 
Moreover, lockdowns and containment measures 
may be required more frequently in 2021 and 
2022 than in advanced economies, increasing the 
likelihood of medium-term scarring effects on the 
potential output of these countries.

The IMF also notes: “Considerable differentiation is 
expected between China – where effective containment 
measures, a forceful public investment response and 
central bank liquidity support have facilitated a strong 
recovery – and others. Tourism-based economies within 
this group (such as Fiji, the Seychelles, Thailand) face 
particularly difficult prospects considering the expected 
slow normalisation of cross-border travel. Recovery 
profiles vary, based on regional differences in the severity 
of the pandemic, economic structure (employment 
and GDP shares of contact-intensive sectors), exposure 
to specific shocks (for instance, due to reliance on 
commodity exports), and the effectiveness of the policy 
response to combat the fallout.

“For the Emerging and Developing Asia regional 
group, projections for 2021 have been revised up by 0.6 
percentage points, reflecting a stronger recovery than 
initially expected after lockdowns were eased in some 
large countries (for example, India). However, still high 
COVID-19 caseloads in some large countries […] (such as 
Indonesia and Malaysia) put a lid on growth prospects. 
For the Middle East and Central Asia, projections for 2021 
have remained broadly unchanged but reflect significant 
differences among countries, depending on the path of the 
pandemic, vaccine rollouts, tourism dependence, oil price 
developments, and policy space and actions.”

Meanwhile, the World Bank has provided further clarity 
on the economic outlook, noting that prospects of an 
economic rebound in South Asia are firming up as growth 
is set to increase by 7.2% in 2021 and 4.4% in 2022, 
climbing from historic lows in 2020 and putting the region 
on a path to recovery. But growth is uneven and economic 
activity well below pre-COVID-19 estimates, since many 
businesses need to make up for lost revenue, and millions 
of workers, most of them in the informal sector, still reel 
from job losses, falling incomes, worsening inequalities 
and human capital deficits. 

The South Asia Economic Focus: South Asia Vaccinates 
goes on to show that the region is set to regain its 
historical growth rate by 2022. Electricity consumption and 
mobility data is a clear indication of recovering economic 
activity. India, which comprises the bulk of the region’s 
economy, is expected to grow more than 10% in the 
fiscal year 2021–22 – a substantial upward revision of 4.7 
percentage points from January 2021 forecasts. 

The outlook for Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan has also 
been revised upward, supported by better-than-expected 
remittance inflows: Bangladesh’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) is expected to increase by 3.6% in 2021; Nepal’s GDP 
is projected to grow by 2.7% in the fiscal year 2021–22 and 
recover to 5.1% by 2023; while Pakistan’s growth is expected 
to reach 1.3% in 2021, slightly above previous projections. 

The improved economic outlook reflects South 
Asian countries’ efforts to keep their COVID-19 
caseload under control and swiftly roll out vaccine 
campaigns. Governments’ decisions to transition from 
widespread lockdowns to more targeted interventions, 
accommodating monetary policies and fiscal stimuli 
– through targeted cash transfers and employment 
compensation programmes – have also propped up 
recovery, the report notes. 

“We are encouraged to see clear signs of an economic 
rebound in South Asia, but the pandemic is not yet 
under control, and the recovery remains fragile, calling 
for vigilance,” said Hartwig Schafer, World Bank Vice 
President for the South Asia Region. “Going forward, 
South Asian countries need to ramp up their vaccination 
programmes and invest their scarce resources wisely to 
set a foundation for a more inclusive and resilient future.” 

While laying bare South Asia’s deep-seated inequalities 
and vulnerabilities, the pandemic provides an 
opportunity to chart a path towards a more equitable 
and robust recovery. To that end, the report recommends 
that governments develop universal social insurance to 
protect informal workers, increase regional cooperation, 
and lift customs restrictions on key staples to prevent 
sudden spikes in food prices. 

South Asia, which grapples with high stunting rates 
among children and accounts for more than half of the 
world’s student dropouts due to COVID-19, needs to ramp 
up investments in human capital to help new generations 
grow up healthy and become productive workers. 
Noting that South Asia’s public spending on healthcare 
is the lowest in the world, the report also suggests that 
countries further invest in preventative care, finance 
health research, and scale up their health infrastructure, 
including for mass and quick production of vaccines.

“The health and economic benefits from vaccinations 
greatly exceed the costs involved in purchasing and 
distributing vaccines for all South Asian countries,” said 
Hans Timmer, World Bank Chief Economist for the South 
Asia Region. “South Asia has stepped up to vaccinate 
its people, but its healthcare capacity is limited as the 
region only spends 2% of its GDP on healthcare, lagging 
[behind] any other region. The main challenge ahead is to 
reprioritise limited resources and mobilise more revenue 
to reach the entire population and achieve full recovery.”

The World Bank, one of the largest sources of funding and 
knowledge for developing countries, is taking broad, fast 
action to help developing countries respond to the health, 
social and economic impacts of COVID-19. This includes 
$12 billion to help low- and middle-income countries 
purchase and distribute COVID-19 vaccines, tests and 
treatments, and strengthen vaccination systems.

The financing builds on the broader World Bank Group 
COVID-19 response, which is helping more than 100 
countries strengthen health systems, support the 
poorest households, and create supportive conditions to 
maintain livelihoods and jobs for those hit hardest.



IP Law Firm of the Year in China

Shanghai Beshining Law Office was established in 2013 and today employs nearly 
250 individuals, comprising more than 130 patent attorneys engaged in the areas of 
biology, chemistry, mechanics and electronics, as well as more than 30 lawyers and 
paralegals and more than 20 trademark attorneys and other support staff. The firm’s 
service offering covers all aspects of IP, including preliminary consultation, response 
to office action, re-examination, invalidation and litigation. Moreover, the firm is 
instrumental in handling non-contentious cases, spanning IP due diligence, appraisal 
and licensing, and its team is adept at rendering specialised services within the scope 
of labour law, contract law, investment and M&A for high-tech enterprises.

Qi Xue is the Managing Partner and one of the founders of Beshining. He is a renowned lawyer, patent and 
trademark attorney, technical agent and copyright agent, with a long-running career within the IP practice.

The Lawyer Network asked Mr Xue some questions regarding his career history and case work, both of 
which have been instrumental in Beshining’s 2021 award win for IP Law Firm of the Year in China. 

Please could you provide some details of your education and career to date, as well as any 
initiatives you have been involved with, and any publications you have contributed to?

I graduated from Anhui Normal University with a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry; Fudan University, with 
a bachelor’s degree in law; and Jean Moulin University, Lyon 3, with a master’s degree in management. 
During my 20-year practice in IP, I have handled thousands of patent and trademark applications, 
including invention, utility model and design in matters of chemistry, mechanics and electronics.

I have handled more than 100 cases of patent re-examination and patent invalidation, with a success rate 
exceeding 80%. In addition to this, I have handled more than 100 cases of IP litigation – again, with a 
success rate in excess of 80% – encompassing patent ownership disputes, patent infringement disputes, 
administrative litigation of patent invalidation, trademark infringement litigation, trademark administrative 
litigation and software infringement disputes. During this time, I have dealt with numerous prominent IP 
cases, including the No 1 case of the Shanghai Intellectual Property Court, and the patent infringement 
re-trial that was rated as the exemplary IP case of the Supreme People’s Court in 2012.

I have taken a significant role in the provision of IP training, as well as leading my own courses, lectures 
and speeches. These amount to around 1,000 participations, which have been well received.

In the academic field, I have contributed to publications such as 2017’s “Comments on the Exemplary 
Judicial Decision Series” – comprising civil, commercial, criminal, administration, enforcement, IP and 
commercial maritime cases across seven volumes – compiled by Bixin Jiang, President of the China 
Behavior Law Association, Vice President of the Supreme People’s Court and Director of the Editorial 
Office. I also participated in this compilation in my role as Deputy Director of the Editorial Office. 
Further to this, I led our team to write the patent and copyright section in “A Practical Guide to In-house 
Counsels”, which was published by Law Press of China in 2019.

Meanwhile, Beshining’s Senior Partner Ms Hua Zhong and I wrote the patent section of the book 
“Contemporary Design of Chinese Medicinal Preparations”, based on our years of patent practice within 
the pharmaceutical industry, which featured substantial content and was highly praised by the editorial 
board upon its release in 2020 by China Medical Science Press.

The book “Inventiveness”, written by our team and led by myself, was also published in 2020 by 
Intellectual Property Publishing House. This book analyses nearly 100 cases and summarises 42 
methods in response to inventiveness questions of patent examiners, concluded from our long-standing 
experience in the practice, with the intention of sharing our experiences with the IP community. For each 
method, we selected three examples from our actual cases. The preface was written by Lipu Tian, Former 
Commissioner of the China National Intellectual Property Administration, PRC, as well as Xinliang TAO, 
Honorary President of the School of Intellectual Property under Shanghai University. 

I have counselled hundreds of clients, including: East China University of Science and Technology; Shanghai 
Institute of Applied Physics; Chinese Academy of Sciences; Jiangsu Heying Mechanical & Electric Technology 
Co., Ltd; Shanghai Institute of Measurement and Testing Technology; Bright Dairy & Food Co., Ltd; Yihaodian 
Information Technology (Shanghai) Co., Ltd; Shanghai  Waigaoqiao Shipbuilding Co., Ltd; ChemPartner Co., 
Ltd; Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry; Chinese Academy of Sciences; Shanghai Pharmaceuticals 
Holding Co., Ltd; Shanghai Shipyard Co., Ltd; Henkel;  Wuxi Apptec Co., Ltd; and Huaqin Telecom Co., Ltd.

Have you been busy lately? What types of clients have you been working with?

Yes, we have been busy all along. Our business has grown during the COVID-19 pandemic, and we have 
seen an increasing number of new clients. Through rigorous training and recruitment of new staff, our 
service capability is constantly enhanced. China pays more attention to the protection of IP and research 
and development of science and technology so that high-tech enterprises are fast growing. Meanwhile, 
a lot of new clients find us due to our professionalism and reputation. Likewise, our firm serves reputable 
clients, both domestic and abroad, across major industries. These clients include Symrise, Hengrui 
Medicine, JD.com, Trip.com, Shanghai Electric, SAIC MOTOR, Aulton New Energy, SINOPHARM, 
HUIYU Pharmaceutical, Jingxin Pharmaceutical, BOSCH, PATEO, AECC CAE, InnoVent, Shanghai 
Pharmaceuticals Holding Co., Ltd (SPH), United Imaging, Tsinghua University, Fudan university and SIPI.

Do you have any especially noteworthy case studies you can share with us?

One such case is the administrative litigation on the patent invalidation of the Supreme People’s Court 
of China. The IP rights of the patent involved in this case are owned independently by the third party, 
and the technical background is complicated. Our firm, on behalf of the plaintiff Sykesion Materials 
Technology Co., Ltd, went to the Supreme People’s Court to participate in the administrative litigation 
of patent invalidation and give professional legal opinions on patent technology issues, and we won in 
the first and second instance.

Shanghai Beshining Law Office

Qi Xue 
Managing Partner

21st & 26th Floor, SFECO Mansion 
No 681 Xiaomuqiao Road, Xuhui 
District, Shanghai 200032 
Tel: +86 (21) 5179 7188;  
+86 (21) 6125 8088 
law@beshininglaw.com 
www.beshininglaw.com/en
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IP Law Firm of the Year in China

What are some professional challenges you have faced this last year, and how did you 
overcome them?

There is nothing special about the professional challenges we have encountered in the past year; 
however, we have indeed dealt with some new business, such as patent invalidation cases concerning 
confidential examination. There are few people handling such cases in China, and so we elected to 
take on this new challenge. In order to overcome any potential barriers and pitfalls, it is important in 
these instances for us to persuade the judge and examiner of our logic – and this is dependent on our 
understanding and accumulated experience of the latest patent laws, articles and publications.

If you are a member of any networks or are affiliated with any other organisations, 
how does this impact or benefit your service offering?

Internationally, we are members of the International Trademark Association (INTA) and the International 
Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property (AIPPI). Domestically, we are affiliated with 
many associations, such as the All-China Patent Attorneys Association, the China Intellectual Property 
Society, the China Law Association on Science and Technology, the China Trademark Association, All 
China Lawyers Association, Affiliated Chapter – Intellectual Property – of China General Chamber of 
Commerce, the Shanghai Pudong Intellectual Property Association, as well as the Shanghai Trademark 
Association, alongside our other affiliations. It should also be noted that our firm acts as Vice President 
Unit of the Shanghai Intellectual Property Services Association. This is key in that it demonstrates 
our standing within the field of IP – but also, it allows us to extend our influence and helps gain more 
confidence from our clients. Accordingly, many new clients have been drawn to us for this very reason.

Please could you describe the extent of your cross-border service offering?

We maintain 70% domestic clients, combined with 30% overseas ones, and offer a wide range of 
cross-border services. These include representing domestic applicants in the handling of IP filings and 
invalidation cases abroad, and representing foreign applicants so as to handle IP filings, invalidation and 
litigation cases in China. We may also render consulting services and solutions for foreign high-tech 
enterprises whenever they invest in China or become involved in legal disputes.

Do you have any professional plans for the future that you wish to share?

Regarding our plans for the coming months, persistent study remains of great importance to us in 
monitoring and adapting to the latest Chinese laws – developments in IP, in particular – which are subject 
to updates and amendments on a continuous basis. For example, the Fourth Amendment to the Chinese 
Patent Law is notable in that it introduces a great deal of new content. One such change concerns 
establishing a patent linkage regime for pharmaceutical patents, which involves many specific practical 
measures. Because this system was not in place previously, it is of vital concern that we continue our 
learning in order to strengthen our expertise in implementing this policy in an efficient manner. Further to 
this, because we have a leading edge in counselling many high-tech enterprises, we are therefore also 
required to broaden our study, understanding and experience of the relevant laws in this area.

Would you like to add any further comments? 

Our services cover the complete IP life cycle, and quality is our first priority. Because we are a team-
orientated law firm with a comprehensive corporate offering, we are able to focus our efforts and 
resources in order to complete dozens of relatively large projects, resolve a variety of major issues for 
clients, implement system reforms in consideration of long-term development, and conduct a high 
volume of training, quality inspection and software upgradation.

Since our establishment, Beshining has been entrusted with the cases of a diverse and loyal client base.

Most recently, my team has also been the recipient of prestigious accolades – from the likes of CNIPA,  
China IP Magazine, China Trademark Association, China Business Law Journal, Asia IP, Corporate INTL,  
Asialaw Profiles, Global Law Experts, Benchmark Litigation and ALB.

The partners’ team at Shanghai Beshining Law Office.
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Business Law Firm of the Year in IndonesiaCompetition Lawyer of the Year in India

Harman Singh Sandhu is a Partner in the Firm’s Competition Law Practice, involved with 
competition law since its inception in India.

Harman has considerable experience in advising Indian and foreign companies in relation to a 
whole range of competition issues (both on the advisory side and in proceedings before the 
Competition Commission of India (CCI)), the High Courts and appellate bodies (the National 
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) and the Supreme Court of India). His experience spans 
a variety of sectors including telecoms, railways, steel, aviation, banking, natural resources (oil, 
coal, iron ore, etc.), pharmaceuticals, agro-chemicals, paper, construction, cement, tyres and 
fibres. His clients include ACC Limited and Ambuja Cements Limited, Baring Private Equity Asia, 
Alstom, Agrium Inc., Praxair Inc., DuPont, Coal India Limited, Ballarpur Industries Limited,  
Oravel Stays (OYO) and Monsanto.

Harman has been involved in defending large multinational companies in high-profile cartel 
enforcement cases including leniency matters, in the cement and tyre industries amongst 
others. Harman advised on the seminal CCI v. SAIL case, the first case under the Competition 
Act to be decided by the Supreme Court of India. He successfully defended Apollo Tyres in the 
tyre cartelisation case, Tata Chemicals in the soda ash cartelization matter and Visaka Industries 
in relation to alleged cartelization in the asbestos sheets sector. He has also acted for ACC (now 
a LafargeHolcim group company) in the cement cartel case, and for ACC and Ambuja Cement in 
relation to alleged bid rigging.

Harman has also represented clients in abuse of dominance cases. He has acted for Coal India 
(a state-owned enterprise) on an abuse of dominance allegation in relation to the procurement 
of explosives, and is currently representing Coal India challenging abuse of dominance findings 
before the Supreme Court of India and the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal. Harman 
also represents Nissan Motors and has recently obtained a stay from the Supreme Court on 
the Order passed by the Competition Appellate Tribunal (the predecessor of the NCLAT against 
Nissan and other car manufacturers). He also acted for Vodafone India in the anti-competitive tie-
in case involving the sale of Apple iPhones. 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co, among India’s pre-eminent law firms, is built on a century 
of excellence.

As one of India’s marquee law firms, Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co helps its clients grow, 
innovate and thrive. For over a century, the firm has built a reputation for expertise, specialised 
solutions and the ability to think ahead. The firm finds the most relevant and highly tailored 
solutions to clients’ composite legal challenges.

With a constantly evolving legal, regulatory and business environment, the firm is determined to 
help its clients embrace change and stay ahead. Its multidisciplinary teams with global exposure 
and in-depth knowledge are frequently sought after by leading national and international 
organisations for qualitative, legal and business-critical advice.

Committed to investing in the brightest legal talent, the Firm has more than 684 lawyers who, with 
132 partners, offer solutions across diverse practice areas for industries, the central government 
and states, regulatory bodies, industry chambers and non-profit organisations. Our offices are 
spread across New Delhi, Mumbai, Gurgaon, Bengaluru, Chennai, Ahmedabad and Kolkata.

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co delivers original and exceptional solutions in the fields of 
mergers & acquisitions, tax, competition law, dispute resolution & arbitration, regulatory litigation, 
capital markets and private equity practices. It is an exclusive member firm of Lex Mundi in India, 
which helps clients access the firm’s partner network across more than 125 countries.

Competition Law
Businesses operating in or with interests in India require focused competition counsel with 
in-depth expertise in the whole spectrum of Competition Law, including anti-competitive 
agreements, abuse of dominance and merger control.

The Competition Law team of Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas has a proven track record of 
successfully steering clients through some of the largest transactions, complex investigations 
and high-stakes litigation. The firm has the largest Competition Law practice in India, with more 
than 32 dedicated lawyers, including 10 partners. The team is led by Senior Adviser John Handoll 
and Partners Naval Satarawala Chopra and Shweta Shroff Chopra. Pallavi Shroff, Managing 
Partner – Delhi, continues her leading role in competition strategy, policy and litigation.

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co’s clients operate in a wide range of economic sectors, 
including mining, heavy industry, energy, engineering, motor vehicle manufacturing, 
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, food manufacturing and distribution, transportation, 
telecommunications, information technology and the media and financial services.

The firm can deal comfortably with all aspects of Competition Law in India. It advises and 
represents clients in relation to anticompetitive agreements, abuses of dominant position and 
merger control. The firm regularly engages with the Competition Commission of India (CCI) and 
the office of the Director General (DG) in relation to complaints of breaches of Competition Law 
and investigations. The firm also represents clients in appeals before the National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) and the Supreme Court of India, as well as in cases brought before 
the High Courts.

Shardul Amarchand 
Mangaldas & Co

Harman Singh Sandhu 
Partner

Amarchand Towers, 216 Okhla 
Industrial Estate, Phase 3, New 
Delhi 110 020 
Tel: +91 11 41590700  
harman.sandhu@amsshardul.com 
www.amsshardul.com
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Business Law Firm of the Year in Indonesia

Kartika Hermawan & Partners is an Indonesian Law Firm with its main goal 
to provide legal services for both domestic and International clients. Our 
proven legal expertise and experiences cover various legal issues in areas 
of general law, business, commercial, corporate, investment, insolvency 
& bankruptcy, debt recovery, intellectual property, labor & employment, 
marriage & family as well as litigation matters.

The Law Office was established in 2005 by Mrs. Kartika Mirda after having a high 
level of experience being a lawyer in various prominent law offices and several private 
sector companies. Our Law Office has a number of skilled and experienced lawyers to 
assist the clients in handling their legal matters.

Kartika Hermawan & Partners has commitment to achieving their clients’ interest or 
business target by ensuring their legal documents comply with Indonesian Regulations. 
They can also become the clients’ proxy in solving their various legal problems, and will 
continue their commitment to give the best legal services for clients.

Our law offices always pursue a continuing relationship with clients, as mentioned in 
our mission and vision statement below:

	● To solve and provide any legal solutions for clients;

	● To guide clients with highly qualified and experienced lawyers;

	● To deliver any legal documents beyond the expectations of clients;

	● To handle any legal matters in an effective way, punctually time and cost efficiently;

	● To render a world-class legal service, covering the full spectrum of Indonesian  
legal matters.

Kartika Hermawan & Partners has a number of lawyers (three Partners & five 
Associates) who are highly conversant in Indonesian laws and regulations, with many 
links to Indonesian Courts and Arbitration, Foreign Investment Boards, the Indonesian 
Government, Indonesian Notary, and other Indonesian legal institutions.

Mrs. Kartika Mirda is the Managing Partner of Kartika Hermawan & Partners. She 
holds a law degree with an excellent grade from Padjadjaran University, Bandung 
(1997). She practiced as a lawyer since 1998 with many well-known law firms and 
multiple private companies before establishing Kartika Hermawan & Partners Law 
Firm in 2005. She has particular expertise in: Business & Commercial; Investment 
& Foreigner Laws; Corporate Matters; Labor & Employment; Marriage & Family; 
Alternative Dispute Resolution; Insolvency & Bankruptcy; Intellectual Property Rights; 
as well as Litigation in general.

Business & Commercial Law
Kartika Hermawan & Partners has extensive experience in representing Indonesian 
parties and/or foreign parties in negotiating and drafting various contracts, such as 
cooperation agreements, distributorship agreements and agency agreements. Over 
the years, it has also assisted in negotiating and drafting contracts in connection with 
the acquisition of companies, as well as handling any legal disputes pertaining to 
business activities.

Kartika Hermawan  
& Partners Law Firm

Kartika Mirda 
Managing Partner

Graha Mustika Ratu, 7th Floor 
Jl. Gatot Subroto, Kav. 74-75 
Jakarta Selatan 12870 
Tel: +62 (21) 8378 8623 
info@kartikalaw.com 
www.kartikalaw.com
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IP Law Firm of the Year in Indonesia

PRAWIRANEGARA Intellectual Property is a law firm located 
in Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia. The firm was established 
in 1999 and is fully dedicated to meet its clients’ needs in the 
protection of intellectual property rights, such as copyright, 
patent, trademark, industrial design, geographical indication 
and other IP-related matters.

According to Chamelia Sari, Founder & Managing Partner, with its 
population of more than 260 million and a fast-growing middle class, 
Indonesia has become a highly advantageous market for many industries in 
the world. “It is well known that many countries with advanced technology, 
such as Japan, Korea, the US and Germany, have established their business 
in Indonesia for a long time,” she noted. “With the free trade and global 
market trend for the past 10 years, there will be more opportunities for 
industries and manufacturers to export their products and services to the 
Indonesian market.

“In order to produce good, commercial products to a high standard, the 
majority of companies need to spend a lot of time and funds. Therefore, the 
protection of IP rights plays an increasingly important role in business. Our 
firm, PRAWIRANEGARA Intellectual Property, will be the right partner to assist 
them in protecting their valuable assets, both in Indonesia and worldwide.”

Presently, the firm offers diverse integrated services – from clearance, 
registration, renewal, assignment, licensing and monitoring, as well as 
litigation procedures. Its client base encompasses individuals, start-ups, 
small-to-medium-sized enterprise (SMEs), governmental institutions, as well 
as local and multinational companies.

“All clients are unique and important,” added Ms Sari. “Further, we strive to 
do our best in meeting the clients’ needs and expectations at all times. We 
identify, understand and provide the best solutions to their problems.”

From as far back as 1999, the firm has been the recipient of awards from 
reputable organisations, including: the International Professional Award in 
2004 from the Ministry of Research and Technology, Republic of Indonesia; 
Global Awards Winner for 2010, 2017 and 2020 from Corporate INTL 
magazine, UK; Annual Awards Winner in 2013, 2015 and 2021 from Global 
Law Experts, UK; and now also an Annual Award from The Lawyer Network 
for 2021.

In addition, the firm has established strong networking links and close 
collaborations with its colleagues in more than 198 countries. Its national 
affiliations currently include: the Indonesian Registered Intellectual Property 
Consultant (AKHKI); the Association of Indonesian 
Lawyers (PERADI).

Meanwhile, its international affiliations extend 
to: the International Trademark Association 
(INTA); the Asian Patent Attorneys 
Association (APAA); the American 
Intellectual Property Law Association 
(AIPLA); the Boston Patent Law Association 
(BPLA); the European Community 
Trademark Association (ECTA); the 
Association of European Lawyers (AEA); as 
well as the Justinian Lawyers Association.

PRAWIRANEGARA  
Intellectual Property

Chamelia Sari 
Founder & Managing Partner

Pusat Perkantoran Pulo Mas,  
Blok XI Kav. 3, Jl. Perintis 
Kemerdekaan, Jakarta 13260 
Tel: (+62-21) 4786 8970; 4786 8971 
cameljovie@yahoo.com 
www.prawiranegara.co.id
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Trademark Law Firm of the Year in Japan

Since the establishment of our company in 1891, we have been recognised 
as a leading IP office in Japan offering patent, trademark, design and legal 
services, with more than 30 patent attorneys and paralegal specialists 
covering technical fields ranging from mechanical engineering, ICT to 
chemical/biotechnology.

We take great pride in delivering exceptionally high quality, handling cases such as 
appeals against an examiner’s notice or decision of refusal, appeals and trials for 
invalidation, and litigation for cancellation of a trial or appeal decision in Japan. We 
handle both inbound and outbound cases, helping Japanese customers protect 
their IP rights abroad as well as helping international customers protect their rights 
in Japan. As each case is unique, we make sure to help clients from start to finish, 
thanks to numerous partnerships with foreign IP law firms. 

Our legal specialists at Asamura Law Offices work closely with Asamura Patent Office 
to provide clients with expert legal advice in disputes concerning intellectual property 
rights such as litigation, appraisal, licensing, etc. Since our establishment, we have 
filed hundreds of thousands of international patent and trademark applications with 
the Japan Patent Office and are truly proud of this achievement.

Kazutaka Otsuka
Kazutaka Otsuka is an experienced patent attorney and a lawsuit counsel who focuses 
his practice on domestic and international trademark and design prosecution. He 
incorporates global policies for intellectual property protection in his daily work related 
to IP rights acquisition and client counseling.

As a member of a patent attorney group, Mr. Otsuka was involved in the management 
of the Intellectual Property Foreign Training Department for four years, starting in 
2006. In 2011 and 2012, he was a member of the Trademark Committee, a special 
committee of the Japan Patent Attorneys Association (JPAA). In the Japan Trademark 
Association, an association made up of corporate intellectual property professionals 
and lawyers, he is a member of the judicial decision research group and has been 
involved in the management of the group since 2012.

At law school, Kazutaka was a member of the Corporate Law seminar, where he 
immersed himself in a study of corporate law, particularly intellectual property rights 
law and product liability law. 

Key Areas of Expertise:
Examinations, consultations, and procedural support for trademark and design rights 
acquisition (foreign and domestic), dispute support, legal advice, consultations 
and other types of support for license transfer agreements, negotiations, unfair 
competition, and copyrights.

Seminars:
	● Introductory Seminar for Overseas Trademark Applications, Japan Institute of 
Invention and Innovation;

	● Points to Note for Working on Foreign Trademarks that Differ from Japanese 
Trademarks, Asamura Patent Office 120th Anniversary Seminar;

	● Basic Work for Trademarks Related to International Registration Systems Based on 
the Madrid Agreement, Japan Patent Attorneys Association Ongoing Training;

	● Trademark Strategies for Building a Service Brand, Samurai Incubate, Inc.

Publications:
	● “Look and Learn! Introduction to Foreign Patent Applications”, Japan Institute of 
Invention and Innovation, 2010;

	● “Trademark Law Practice Seen from the Latest Rulings II”, Seirin Shoin, 2012.

Asamura Patent Office, p.c.

Kazutaka Otsuka (Mr.) 
Director of Trademark and 
Design Department

Tennoz Central Tower 22F 
(reception), 2-2-24, 
Higashi-Shinagawa,  
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 140-0002 
Tel: +81 03 5715 8651 
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Tax Planning Lawyer of the Year in Kazakhstan

Baker McKenzie is one of the few law firms in Kazakhstan that has an internationally 
recognised tax practice (both non-contentious and contentious). The firm offers a full 
range of tax and customs advisory services, including cross-border structuring, tax 
advice for M&A, tax treaty protection, tax and customs disputes, transfer pricing, 
tax-efficient financing, distribution and investment structures, VAT issues, as well as 
customs regulations.

Specifically, its tax planning and structuring work focuses on a diverse range of matters, including: 
development of an optimal form of presence and profit repatriation mechanisms with due 
consideration of Kazakhstan’s tax treaty network and domestic laws of each relevant country; 
advising on tax-efficient ways of financing Kazakhstan structures, thin capitalisation rules, use of 
hybrid instruments; structuring work for operations under investment contracts and in special 
economic zones; in addition to permanent establishment concerns, and CFC rules.

Igor Kolupayev, Counsel at the firm, noted: “We are well-known for our thought-through 
approach in developing tax-efficient and viable structures for doing business in Kazakhstan, in 
both a cross-border and domestic context, with defendable positions in court, often getting 
our defence files ready in advance. Whatever we do on the tax side, we take a long-term 
perspective, mindful of international tax developments, such as BEPS, and approaches that 
foreign tax administrations and courts apply overseas.”

Mr Kolupayev’s primary areas are tax law – including general tax planning, tax for M&A and 
reorganisations, tax disputes and customs matters – as well as M&A, encompassing corporate, 
contract, regulatory, tax and other aspects of a deal. He is heavily involved in representing clients 
in tax disputes, both in administrative and court proceedings. He has successfully defended a 
number of oil & gas, servicing and healthcare firms in appealing the results of their tax audits. 
Some of these cases were landmark for the country.

Moreover, Mr Kolupayev is an active participant of the tax working group of the American 
Chamber of Commerce (of which he is a deputy chairman), the tax working group of the 
European Business Association of Kazakhstan, and the Foreign Investors Council chaired by the 
President of Kazakhstan. He regularly speaks and writes on various tax matters and participates 
in tax law drafting work.  

According to Mr Kolupayev, Kazakhstan’s tax practice has remained busy throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. The firm has continued to work with energy, industrial, healthcare, consultancy and 
other clients on a variety of matters, including tax planning advice, advice and representation in 
M&A deals, and representation before the authorities and courts in tax disputes.

Referring to the firm’s recent casework, he explained: “One particular client owned shares in a 
Kazakhstani oil company through a special-purpose Russian company, which was engaged in 
holding and financing activities. The planned accession by Kazakhstan to the BEPS Multilateral 
Instrument would increase the rate of withholding tax on dividends distributed to the holding 
company to 15% withholding tax, compared to the historical 10%. We have warned the client 
about the forthcoming change, and a shareholding restructuring, which was implemented 
afterwards, allowed the client to retain the 10% rate.

“Furthermore, several years ago, Kazakhstan began toughening its controlled-foreign-corporation 
– CFC – rules. The changes adversely affected a local client; we had warned this client about the 
pending change, and a subsequent change of his tax residency to another country minimised the 
effect of new CFC restrictions.”

On the related topic of recent challenges faced by the firm, Mr Kolupayev noted: “The main 
professional challenge recently has been an increasingly aggressive approach of the local 
tax authorities on various tax issues. For the most part, we have been able to overcome 
these challenges by creating a constructive dialogue with the authorities – preparing a clear 
and persuasive defense position, and involving various business associations in the dispute 
resolution process.”

The Almaty office of Baker McKenzie is a member of the American Chamber of Commerce, the 
European Business Association of Kazakhstan, and the Foreign Investors Council chaired by 
the President of Kazakhstan. Mr Kolupayev participates in the work of these organisations by 
speaking on key tax matters and drafting tax laws, or preparing comments on existing drafts. This 
helps protect the interests of the business community in the law-making process – as well as in 
communications with the tax authorities to resolve industry-specific tax issues.

With a network of more than 6,000 locally qualified, internationally experienced lawyers, including 
more than 775 tax lawyers in 77 offices across 46 countries, Baker McKenzie has the knowledge 
and resources to deliver the broad scope of services to respond effectively to both international 
and local needs in a wide spectrum of different industries. Seamless communication among the 
offices allows the firm to provide efficient, cost-effective and timely advice.

Baker McKenzie

Igor Kolupayev 
Counsel

Samal Towers, 8th Floor,  
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Tax Lawyer of the Year in the Philippines

Lily Gruba is the managing partner of the Firm. She graduated with a Bachelor of 
Laws degree from the Ateneo Law School in 1976 and was admitted to the Bar in 
1977. She completed her Master of Laws in Georgetown University Law Center in 
Washington, D.C. in 1981.

Lily was the Undersecretary of the Department of Finance from 1998 to 2001. She was also a 
Philippine Bar examiner for Taxation Law in 2007 and for Commercial Law in 2012.

Lily was formerly the Associate Dean of Ateneo de Manila University School of Law. Presently, 
she is the Executive Director of Fr. Joaquin, SJ Institute for Continuing Legal Education, a 
Professor of  Taxation Law, Mergers & Acquisitions and Local Government Finance, and a bar 
reviewer at the Ateneo de Manila University School of Law. She is also a current Director of Asia 
United Bank.

In 2018, she was named as one of the 100 Top Lawyers in the Philippines by Asia Business 
Law Review.

Lily also authored the Taxation book titled “Guide Notes and Cases on the General Principles of 
Taxation and the Organization of the B.I.R” released in 2016. In 2019, she released her second 
book titled “Guide Notes and Cases on Tax Remedies”. Lily’s second book moves away from 
the foundational principles and focuses on the rights and reliefs available to taxpayers under the 
Taxation laws.

As part of her sports advocacy, Lily is also the team manager of the volleyball team “Creamline 
Cool Smashers”, a top professional women’s volleyball team contending in the national Premier 
Volleyball League (PVL).

Zambrano Gruba Caganda & Advincula
Zambrano Gruba Caganda & Advincula (ZGLaw), formerly Zambrano & Gruba, is a full-service law firm 
representing and advising a wide array of local and foreign clients in the Philippines. In the past years, 
ZGLaw has been consistently recognized by its peers and legal publications for its Tax practice, as 
well as its practice in Banking & Finance, Mergers & Acquisition, and Dispute Resolution.

The Firm advises clients on both litigious and non-litigious tax issues. On litigious issues, the 
Firm represents several multinational companies, mostly before the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
and the Court of Tax Appeals on tax refund issues and deficiency assessments.

The Firm’s Experience Includes:
–  Representing a client before the Court of Tax Appeals involving its claim for refund of erroneously 

paid capital gains taxes worth USD 33 million in relation to a novel tax issue on mergers and the 
doctrine of further control;

–  Representing a client before the Court of Tax Appeals in a case involving a claim for refund in 
the amount of USD 30 million of erroneously paid capital gains taxes pursuant to a tax-free 
exchange of shares;

–  Representing a client involving an assessed deficiency value-added tax and excise tax, 
amounting to USD 52 million. The Firm successfully defended its client when the Supreme 
Court ruled with finality favouring and absolving the taxpayer from any liability to pay the said 
amount. The case set a judicial doctrine on the effects of the tax amnesty pursuant to Republic 
Act 9399;

–  Handling a tax assessment case for a Fortune 500 cement manufacturing company involving 
a USD 40 million tax assessment before the Bureau of Internal Revenue. The assessment 
involved the imposition of deficiency income tax, VAT, withholding tax, excise tax and 
documentary stamp tax;

–  Handling a tax assessment for a Fortune 500 cement manufacturing company involving the 
availment of Income Tax Holiday incentives worth USD 20 million;

–  Representing an airline company at the Court of Tax Appeals on a novel tax issue involving the 
carrier’s claim for refund on excise taxes paid on imported fuel which is destined for use in 
domestic flight operations;

–  For an electric power producer, appearing before the Supreme Court in a case involving the 
interpretation of the Tax Code provisions on VAT zero-rating, which is one of the first cases to 
reach the High Court on the subject;

–  For an electricity generation company, handling an aggregate of USD 20 million in VAT refund 
claims arising from VAT zero-rated sales or zero-rated importation of capital goods;

–  For Project EMERGE of the USAID, through the Financial Executives of the Philippines, 
conducting a study on taxation of banks, insurance companies, pre-need companies, and other 
players in the financial sector, in order to assess instances of tax arbitrage and to promote a 
tax-neutral financial environment for these industries; and

–  On non-litigious issues, advising clients on transfer pricing problems in the manufacturing 
industry transition to a computerized commercial and accounting system which allows for 
electronic filing of sales receipts with the Bureau of Internal Revenue. The Firm provided advice 
and guidance to clients on the nuances of the Voluntary Assessment Program (VAP) and No 
Audit Program (NAP), a tax awareness program of the Philippine Government. The Firm has a 
good track record in securing tax incentives and tax holidays for its clients, which range from 
investors to non-profit institutions.

Zambrano Gruba Caganda 
& Advincula

Lily K. Gruba 
Managing Partner

27/F 88 Corporate Center, 
141 Sedeño St., Salcedo Village, 
Makati City 1227 
Tel: +632 8889 6060 
lkgruba@zglaw.com 
www.zglaw.com
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Boutique Family Law Firm of the Year in Singapore

I.R.B Law LLP is a firm of dedicated lawyers with a focus on Trust, Integrity, and 
Transparency for everyone we represent. With humble beginnings, we’ve grown to be 
one of the most trusted individual and business law firms in Singapore.

The firm was founded with a vision to build a law firm that delivers effective and efficient legal 
services to everyone, from the man on the street to large corporations. I.R.B now has more than 
50 employees, allowing us to maintain a highly personalised level of service, whilst enabling us 
to cover a significant range of service areas across individual and corporate law.

We are able to offer top-quality legal services at affordable prices by leveraging technology 
and falling costs of information. Unlike other law firms, we transfer these cost savings to our 
clients, which keep our prices very reasonable. Our areas of practice range from family, probate, 
criminal, personal injury, and personal debt recovery, to international arbitrations, construction 
and infrastructure, start-ups, mergers and acquisitions, commercial agreements, asset tracing, 
and enforcement actions.

The firm’s matrimonial practice has dedicated lawyers who regularly undertake both contested 
and uncontested ancillaries such as divorce, adoption matters, pre-nuptial agreements, division 
of matrimonial assets and care and control of children. I.R.B boasts Singapore’s largest Syariah 
law practice, advising and representing clients in all aspects of Syariah law, such as wills and 
inheritance matters and divorce.

On civil and commercial matters, we have represented clients at all levels of the Singapore Courts, 
including the Court of Appeal. Elsewhere in the world, our international arbitration team has been 
representing large international contractors, companies and consultants in arbitrations in Singapore, 
Malaysia and the wider region, as well as in more distant jurisdictions such as India, China and 
Romania, primarily in construction, infrastructure, engineering, and commercial disputes.

Providing Practical Legal Advice Across all Areas of Matrimonial Law
I.R.B advises and represents clients on all aspects of family and matrimonial law, such as divorce, 
annulments, disputes over maintenance or custody, personal protection orders, and adoption.

I.R.B focuses on exploring all possible outcomes for resolving your situation, and we are committed 
to dealing with cases in a non-confrontational and constructive manner. Our aim is to find an 
amicable agreement between all parties, with court proceedings being the last resort.

We also regularly advise clients on matters of adoption, guardianship applications, prenuptial and 
postnuptial agreements.

Areas of Specialisation
Divorce – Under Singapore Law, a divorce is the legal procedure of terminating a marriage. 
Divorce often involves dealing with matrimonial issues such as the custody of the children, 
maintenance, and division of assets.

Annulments – An annulment declares that a marriage never technically occurred and was 
never valid. If the initiating party can show that he or she has the legal grounds to do so, the 
marriage will be declared null and void by the Family Court, reverting the parties to single status.

Maintenance – Maintenance is a form of financial assistance. Once divorce procedures have 
commenced, an application for maintenance can be filed under Section 113 of the Women’s Charter.

Deed of Separation – A deed of separation is a private agreement between husband and wife 
stating the various terms and conditions of the separation. This document can assist couples in 
deciding on the most crucial aspects of living apart before dissolving their marriage, such as child 
custody and asset division, as well as avoiding disputes in court.

Prenuptial Agreements – A prenuptial agreement is an agreement that a couple enters into 
before getting married and which documents their respective positions in the event of a divorce. 
A prenuptial agreement may also include specific terms governing the marriage or the couple’s 
rights and obligations during the marriage in some situations.

Custody / Care and Control – Custody, Care and Control to children form part of the 
ancillary matters to be decided after an interim judgment of divorce has been granted. 
Ultimately, the Family Court will have regard to the wishes of the parents, and the wishes of the 
child, or children.

Adoption – Under the Adoption of Child Act, married couples can adopt a child. Where birth 
parents are unable or unwilling to care for their children, adoption helps these children find a 
lifelong family to care for and nurture them.

Personal Protection Order – A Personal Protection Order (PPO) is an order restraining 
someone from using violence against a family member. If the perpetrator breaches the order and 
harms the victim again, a police report must be made.

I.R.B Law LLP

Mohamed Baiross 
Founding Partner

300 Tampines Avenue  
5, #07-01A Tampines Junction 
529653 
Tel: +65 8903 9568 
hello@irblaw.com.sg 
www.irblaw.com.sg
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IP Law Firm of the Year in Taiwan

Deep & Far Attorneys-at-Law was founded in 1992 to serve clients in respect of 
law affairs, including: corporate, investment, commercial, employment, intellectual 
property, immigration, criminal, civil and family law matters.

Today, the firm assists clients, public or private entities, foreign or domestic companies, international 
giants, large-sized or small- and medium-sized companies in various fields, such as mechanics, 
telecommunications, chemistry, pharmacy, biology, electronics, optics and computer sciences.

Some members of Deep & Far have been directors or department supervisors of companies, 
and so we know well the operation of such companies, the laws and regulations important for 
their running, and how to best serve companies in an optimal manner. Furthermore, we act as 
outside general counsel for many companies – including listed ones – and provide them with 
consultation for all legal matters they encounter.

The members of Deep & Far generally hold outstanding and advanced degrees, and most of 
them graduated from the top three universities in this country. Our discipline is to provide the 
best services in this country. As proof, more than 20% of the top 100 companies in Taiwan 
have used the services of the firm. In addition, more than 25% of the Hi-Tech companies in the 
Hsinchu Science Park, who have played the most important role in expanding the economy of 
Taiwan, have entrusted their work to us. Due to our perseverance of quality service, we also 
represent international giants, including Armani, Baidu, Beckhoff, BYD, CICC, Cypress, Dr. Reddy, 
Infineon, InterDigital, Gleason, Grenzebach, Haribo, Intercept, Lenovo, Lupin, Motorola, MPS, 
Novaled, Oppo, Piramal, Schott Glas, Sun Pharma, Torrent and Toyo Ink.

It is our philosophy to provide competent legal services that other firms find difficult to 
comparably provide. The ensuing problem is: How can we so provide? We do so by selecting, 
edifying and nurturing people who have the following personalities: learned in expertise, morally 
earnest in mind, sincerely behaved in work and strictly disciplined between give and take. It 
is well-believed that such personalities are key factors for people to properly and competently 
conduct themselves. 

In the IP field, it is relatively easier to examine a firm’s competence in our opinions. In order to 
reveal our competence as outlined above, we welcome to be challenged to so prove or show by 
asking the client to, e.g. 1) send us a pending or granted patent for our comments about how 
we can improve the claims: 2) send us a pending patent specification without the claims for us 
to draft the claims for the client’s comparison with the original claims; or 3) send to the firm the 
client is currently using, and our firm at the same time, an initial disclosure – so that the client 
can compare and contrast which firm can provide the better claims.

By the perseverance that we only do and perform what enables our firm to be “deep and far”, we 
can then equate the reality with our name.

Key Persons
Mr. C. F. Tsai earned Bachelor of Marine Engineering from the NCTU, LLB from the NTU, and 
LLM from the Soochow University. Although he initially led the firm to gain international fame 
specifically within the IP field, many corporations entrust the firm with corporate and commercial 
matters as well under the banner of one-stop service because they feel well served, as the firm 
always pays diligence and takes responsibility for any instructed task. Just like he managed 
himself to be the sole patent attorney in Taiwan, who passed both bars in the technological and 
law fields, under his leadership of chasing service supremacy, our firm always strives towards 
the best performance in every assignment. Accordingly, Deep & Far continually breaks records, 
and has created court precedents from time to time.

Mr. Yu-Li Tsai received a Bachelor degree from the Department of Electrical Engineering of 
the National Taiwan University (NTU), and a Master degree from the Graduate Institute of 
Communication Engineering of the NTU. He also received an IP Master degree from the UNH 
Law and the Franklin Pierce Center for Intellectual Property. Right after the graduation, he had 
an opportunity to work for InterDigital, Inc. in Delaware for a short period. He is, concurrently, 
majoring a Law Master in National Chiao Tong University. Mr. Tsai received the qualification of 
Taiwan Patent Attorney and China Patent Agent; he also passed the US Patent Bar Examination.

Mr. Lu-Fa Tsai, Attorney-at-Law, graduated from the Department of Law of the National Taiwan 
University (NTU), the foremost law school in Taiwan. Due to an interest in business law, he 
attended the Graduate Institute of Law of the NTU after he obtained the LL.B. degree, and 
received his LL.M. degree after three years. Two years before he graduated from the law 
graduate institute, he passed the bar examination. Mr. Tsai also gained an LL.M. degree from the 
Faculty of Law of the University of Göttingen in Germany, in the field of international economic 
law. After he returned from Germany, he joined Deep & Far, where he currently acts as a Partner.

Deep & Far Attorneys-at-Law

Mr. Lu-Fa Tsai 
Attorney-at-Law, Partner

13th Fl., 27 Sec.  
3, Chung San N. Rd, Taipei 
Taipei City, Taipei 104 
Tel: +886-2-25856688 
email@deepnfar.com.tw 
www.deepnfar.com.tw

Boutique Family Law Firm of the Year in Singapore
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Not-For-Profit Sector Law Firm of the Year in Australia

Paxton-Hall Lawyers

Paul Paxton-Hall 
Director

Level 10, 15 Adelaide Street  
Brisbane QLD 4000 
Tel: (+61) 07 3007 9200 
mail@paxton-hall.com.au 
www.paxton-hall.com.au

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in China

JunHe LLP      

Luming CHEN 
Partner

26/F HKRI Centre One, HKRI Taikoo Hui 
288 Shimen Road No.1, Shanghai, PRC 
Tel: +86 1391 660 5561 
chenluming@junhe.com 
www.junhe.com

Competition & Antitrust Lawyer of the Year in China

Fangda Partners

Michael Han 
Partner

27/F, North Tower, Beijing Kerry Centre, 
1 Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District, 
Beijing, 100020 
Tel: +86 10 5769 5600 
michael.han@fangdalaw.com 
www.fangdalaw.com

Fintech Lawyer of the Year in China

Rui Bai Law Firm

Barbara Li 
Head of Corporate / TMT / Fintech

Unit 01, 6/F Fortune Financial Center, 
5 Dongsanhuan Zhong Road, Chaoyang 
District, Beijing 10020 
Tel: +86 (10) 8540 4686 
www.ruibailaw.com

Insurance Lawyer of the Year in China

AnJie Law Firm

Zhan Hao 
Managing Partner

19/F, Tower D1, Liangmaqiao Diplomatic 
Office Building, No. 19 Dongfangdonglu, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing 
Tel: +86 10 8567 5988/ 5966 
zhanhao@anjielaw.com 
www.anjielaw.com
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Healthcare & Life Sciences Lawyer of the Year in China 

King & Wood Mallesons

Huang Jianwen 
Partner

18th Floor, East Tower, World Financial 
Center, 1 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing, 100020 
Tel: +86 10 5878 5588 
huangjianwen@cn.kwm.com 
www.kwm.com

Alternative Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year in Hong Kong

Sit, Fung, Kwong & Shum Solicitors

Sylvia Siu, JP, LL.M, FHKIArb, FCIArb 
Consultant

9/F, York House, The Landmark  
15 Queen’s Road Central 
Tel: +852 29097318 
sylviasiu@sfks.com.hk 
www.sfks.com.hk

Regulatory Lawyer of the Year in Hong Kong

Allen & Overy

Charlotte Robins 
Partner

9th Floor, Three Exchange Square 
Central 
Tel: +852 2974 6986 
charlotte.robins@allenovery.com 
www.allenovery.com

Air Transport Law Firm of the Year in India

I.L.A. Pasrich & Company

Mr. Amir Z. Singh Pasrich 
Managing Partner

901-905, Naurang House,  
21 Kasturba Gandhi Marg,  
Connaught Place New Delhi – 110 001 
Tel: +91-11-41012000 
pasrich@ilaindia.com 
www.ilaindia.com

Civil Litigation Law Firm of the Year in India

Law Office of Ramni Taneja  
Advocate & Notary

Ramni Taneja 
Advocate

A 34 Defence Colony  
New Delhi 110 024 
Tel: +91 11 4155 2051 
ramni@ramnitaneja.com 
www.ramnitaneja.com

Law Office of Ramni Taneja 
Advocate & Notary
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Corporate Law Firm of the Year in India

Khaitan Legal Associates

Sakate Khaitan 
Senior Partner

1st Floor, Century Bhavan,  
771 Dr. Annie Besant Road, 
Worli, Mumbai – 400 030 
Tel: +91 22 6140 0000 
sakate.khaitan@khaitanlegal.com 
www.khaitanlegal.com

Labour & Employment Lawyer of the Year in India

Kochhar & Co.

Debjani Aich 
Partner

201, Prestige Sigma, 3 Vittal Mallya Road 
Banglore 560001, Karnataka 
Tel: +91 80 40308000  
debjani.aich@bgl.kochhar.com 
www.kochhar.com

Tax Lawyer of the Year in India

Economic Laws Practice

Rohit Jain 
Partner

Mafatlal Centre, 9th Floor, Vidhan 
Bhavan Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra 400021 
Tel: +91 22 6636 7000 
rohitjain@elp-in.com 
www.elplaw.in

TMT Lawyer of the Year in India

Spice Route Legal 

Mathew Chacko 
Founding Partner

No. 201, 2nd Floor, B Wing Pinnacle 
Corporate Park, Bandra Kurla Complex, 
Bandra East, Mumbai, 400051 
mathew@spiceroutelegal.com 
www.spiceroutelegal.com

White Collar Crime Lawyer of the Year in India

MZM Legal

Zulfiquar Memon 
Managing Partner

1D, One Forbes, Dr. V.B.Gandhi Marg, 
Kalaghoda, Mumbai 400001 
Tel: +91-22-22643333 / 22646666 / 
22648888 
zulfim@mzmlegal.com 
www.mzmlegal.com
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Energy Sector Advisory Expert of the Year in Indonesia

TNB & Partners in association with  
Norton Rose Fulbright Australia

Kresna Panggabean 
Managing Partner

Equity Tower, Level 33, Jl. Jend. Sudirman 
Kav. 52-53, SCBD, Jakarta 12190 
Tel: +62 21 29651800 
kresna.panggabean@nortonrosefulbright.com 
www.nortonrosefulbright.com/id

International Business Litigation Law Firm of the Year in Indonesia

Satrio Law Firm

Andrew I. Sriro 
Founder / Senior Foreign Advocate

Satrio Tower 6th Floor | Jalan Prof. dr. 
Satrio, Kav. C-4 | Jakarta Selatan 12950 
Tel: +62 21 2598 3548 
asriro@sriro.com 
www.sriro.com

Tax Litigation Expert of the Year in Indonesia

Mul & Co

Mulyono 
Managing Partner

Jl. Pluit Raya 121 Blok A/12  
Penjaringan, Jakarta Utara 
Tel: +62 (21) 668 1998 
mulyono@mul-co.com 
www.mul-co.com

Corporate Governance Lawyer of the Year in Japan

Anderson Mori & Tomotsune

Kenichi Nakano 
Partner

Otemachi Park Building, 
1-1-1 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku,  
Tokyo 100-8136 
Tel: +81-3-6775-1012 
kenichi.nakano@amt-law.com 
www.amt-law.com

Banking & Finance Lawyer of the Year in Macau

MdME Lawyers

Tirso Olazabal 
Partner

21/F And 23/F A-B, China Law Building 
409 Avenida Da Praia Grande 
Tel: +852 3619 1180 
tol@mdme.com.mo 
www.mdme.com.mo
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Capital Markets Lawyer of the Year in Pakistan

Mohsin Tayebaly & Co

Vaseeq Khalid 
Partner

Dime Centre, Khayaban-e-Iqbal, Block 9, 
Clifton, Karachi, Sindh 
Tel: +9221 111682529 
vaseeq.khalid@mtclaw.com.pk 
www.mtclaw.com.p

Projects & Energy Lawyer of the Year in Pakistan

RIAA Barker Gillette

Hasnain Naqvee 
Partner-in-Charge – Lahore

191-A, Cavalry Ground, Shami Road, 
Lahore Cantt 
Tel: +92 (42) 111529937 
hasnain.naqvee@riaabg.com 
www.riaabarkergillette.com

Aviation Lawyer of the Year in Philippines 

SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan

Marievic G. Ramos-Añonuevo 
Partner

SyCipLaw Center, 105 Paseo de Roxas, 
Makati City 1226, Metro Manila 
Tel: +632 982 3500 
mgranonuevo@syciplaw.com 
www.syciplaw.com

Commercial Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year in Singapore

Simmons & Simmons JWS

Mohammed Reza 
Partner

168 Robinson Road,  
#11-01 Capital Tower, 068912 
Tel: +65 6831 5582 
mohammed.reza@simmons-simmons.com 
www.simmons-simmons.com

Merger Control Law Firm of the Year in Taiwan

YangMing Partners

Fran Wang 
Partner

10F., No. 89, Song Ren Rd., Xinyi Dist., 
Taipei City 110 
Tel: +886-2-8725-6677 
franwang@yangminglaw.com 
www.yangminglaw.com
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Africa & the Middle East Winners
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region 
economies are facing a rapid accumulation of 
public debt, as the accumulated cost of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is estimated to top $227 
billion by end of 2021. A recent World Bank 
report notes that strong institutions will be key 
to recovery.

The coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated long-
standing development challenges in the region, 
contributing to a rise in poverty, a deterioration of 
public finances, an increase in debt vulnerabilities and a 
further erosion of trust in government.

The substantial borrowing that MENA governments 
incurred to finance health and social protection 
measures was instrumental in increasing government 
debt; therefore, countries must continue spending on 
health and income transfers, which will add to already 
high debt burdens and lead to complicated policy 
decisions after the pandemic recedes.

The World Bank’s regional economic update report, 
entitled Living with Debt: How Institutions Can Chart a 
Path to Recovery in the Middle East and North Africa, 
details the economic devastation of COVID-19 to date, 
the long-term ramifications of the resulting explosion in 
public debt, and the difficult choices governments will 
face – even as the public health crisis begins to abate.

As an example, the report reveals that the region’s 
economies are estimated to have contracted by 3.8% in 
2020, which is 1.3 percentage points above the World Bank 
forecasts in October 2020; however, the regional growth 
estimate is 6.4 percentage points lower than the pre-
pandemic growth forecast published in October 2019.

The estimated accumulated cost of the pandemic, in 
terms of gross domestic product (GDP) losses by the 
end of 2021, will amount to $227 billion. The region 
is expected to recover only partially in 2021, but that 
recovery is, in part, dependent on an equitable rollout 
of the vaccines.

“When MENA governments increased borrowing to 
address COVID-19, they saved lives and livelihoods, all 
investments in human capital,” said Ferid Belhaj, World 
Bank Vice President for the Middle East and North Africa.

“We can see hopeful signs of light through the tunnel, 
especially with the deployment of vaccines, but the 
region remains in crisis. Strong institutions are crucial 
to absorbing this crisis, re-launching economies, and 
building them back stronger and more resilient in the 
years ahead.”

According to the report, the substantial borrowing that 
MENA governments had to incur to finance essential 
health and social protection measures increased 
government debt dramatically: the average public debt 
in MENA countries is expected to rise 8 percentage 
points, from approximately 46% of GDP in 2019 to 54% 
in 2021.
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Notably, debt among MENA oil importers is expected to 
average around 93% of GDP in 2021.

The need to keep spending – and keep borrowing – 
will remain strong for the immediate future. MENA 
countries will have no choice but to continue spending 
on healthcare and social protection as long as the 
pandemic continues. Consequently, in a post-pandemic 
world, most MENA countries may find themselves 
stuck with debt service bills requiring resources that 
could otherwise be used for economic development.

Addressing what MENA countries can do to resolve the 
tensions between short-term objectives and the long-term 
risks of rising public debt, the report discusses policy 
options during three distinct phases of economic recovery:

• Expenditure priorities during the pandemic;

• Fiscal stimulus as the pandemic subsides;

• Mitigating the potential costs of debt overhang in the 
medium term.

Governance and transparency issues emerge as central 
protagonists across all three phases.

“Transparency will play an important role in helping 
MENA countries address the tradeoffs between short-
term needs and the long-term risks of public debt,” 
said Roberta Gatti, World Bank Chief Economist for the 
Middle East and North Africa Region.

“Transparency in the use of public information on 
the spread of COVID-19 and vaccination programmes 
can help accelerate the recovery. In turn, reforms that 
improve debt transparency and the quality of public 
investment can be implemented immediately, reducing 
borrowing costs and raising long-term growth. Simply 
put, transparency can help chart a path to lasting 
recovery for the MENA region.”

COVID-19 Response
The World Bank Group, one of the largest sources of 
funding and knowledge for developing countries, is 
taking broad, fast action to help developing countries 
strengthen their pandemic response. It is supporting 
public health interventions, working to ensure the flow 
of critical supplies and equipment, and helping the 
private sector continue to operate and sustain jobs.

The WBG made up to $160 billion available over 
a 15-month period, which ended in June 2021, to 
help more than 100 countries protect the poor and 
vulnerable, support businesses and bolster economic 
recovery. This includes $50 billion of new IDA resources 
through grants and highly concessional loans, as well 
as $12 billion for developing countries to finance the 
purchase and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.



Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year in Egypt

Abou Elfadl, ElKassed & Partners Law Office (AK&P Law Firm) is based in the heart 
of Cairo, the Capital of Egypt, with representatives and a constant presence in 
other major cities and governorates all over Egypt. This guarantees 100% network 
coverage of litigation, regulatory and other varied matters required by clients across 
the country.

The firm is a professional corporate and litigation law office, committed to serving the nation’s 
business community with its extensive experience, deep understanding of the Egyptian market 
and professionalism embodied by a team of 30 lawyers and highly qualified paralegal and 
administration personnel.

AK&P’s experience is diverse, encompassing a wide array of practices that serve business 
sectors with local and international perspectives. As well as its corporate, litigation and 
arbitration offering, the accumulated experience of its team spans such diverse business fields 
as investment, banking, construction, real estate development, IP, automotive, labor, energy, IT 
and telecommunications. The team’s reputation is the result of more than 25 years of working 
within well-regarded law firms and large multinational organizations.

In recent years, AK&P partners have worked on several major mergers and acquisitions, due 
diligence, business transactions and cases of public interest in Egypt. This is in addition to 
multi-million-US-dollar disputes – which were successfully settled, either in the courts, or before 
arbitral tribunals in accordance with both ad-hoc and major institutional entities.

One of the primary features that distinguish AK&P from its competitors is the firm’s strong 
belief that a client must be informed of the bigger picture. It is not sufficient to simply indicate 
lawfulness of the decision a client is contemplating. It is, rather, crucial to inform them of 
alternatives and consequences, always taking into account a holistic view. This enables the 
alignment of expected results with the client’s strategic business views.

AK&P serves many clients: large- and medium-sized, local and international, trade associations, 
public sectors, as well as small-but-brilliant business start-ups, for whom AK&P acts as 
an entrepreneur, advising promising and successful young graduates and the youth of the 
Egyptian community.

AK&P offers experience and knowledge of local business customs and conditions, combined 
with market trends and developments, and this enables the firm to render truly bespoke services 
underlined by excellent core legal practice. 

AK&P offers all investors the professional help they need to navigate the legal environment in the 
Middle East, and to start and grow a successful business in the country. 

Litigation and Arbitration
AK&P’s local litigation services cover areas such as civil and commercial, labor, administrative, 
tax disputes, environmental protection, agency and distribution, collective bargaining, 
commercial, competition, construction, corporate, investment treaty claims, labor and 
employment, product liability, regulatory compliance, securities, white collar investigations and 
financial institution cases involving lender liability claims and foreclosures, as well as insurance 
litigation involving coverage disputes.

The firm has handled litigation cases for clients in high-value and high-profile disputes pertaining 
to FMCG, pharmaceuticals, automotive, construction, heavy industry, manufacturing, oil & gas, 
real estate, telecommunications, tourism and other sectors. Such clients include: Pepsi, Nielsen, 
Sanofi, Red Bull, Saint-Gobain Glass Egypt, Dorsch Germany, Marina d’Or Spain, Bavarian 
Automotive and Century 21.

AK&P also provides international and arbitration services before major institutional arbitration 
centers. These include the International Chamber of Commerce and the Cairo Regional Center 
for International Commercial Arbitration – whether acting as lawyers or arbitrators.

Gamal Elkassed
Gamal is a Founding and Executive Partner of AK&P, also leading the corporate department. He 
has accumulated substantial experience in alternative dispute resolution, commercial arbitration, 
litigation, construction, aviation, Islamic finance, banking, capital markets, corporate, privatization, 
PPP and BOT projects, Islamic (takaful/retakaful), corporate insurance, hotels management, 
foreign investment, international trade, M&A, privatization, renewable energy, environmental law 
issues and telecommunications.

He is well recognized by clients and his peers as a problem solver and deal maker whose foremost 
specialisms are in M&A and IPOs – drafting and negotiating all types of such transactions. He is 
fluent in Arabic and English.

Gamal is a dual citizen of Egypt and the US, having obtained his LLM degree in Transnational Law 
from Willamette University College of Law, Oregon. He obtained his Diploma in American Culture 
and Language from California State University, LA. In addition, he obtained his LLB from Cairo 
University, Faculty of Law, and was admitted to practice Law in Egypt in 1992.

AK&P Law Firm

Mr. Gamal Elkassed 
Founding and Executive Partner

13 El Thimar St  
Mustfa Mahmoud Sq  
Mohandesein, Giza  
Greater Cairo – 12311 
Tel: +20 2374 93924 
gamal@ak-p-law.com 
www.ak-p-law.com
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Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in Nigeria

ALP NG & Co’s experienced and highly qualified arbitrators provide vital expert 
advice. They have acted for sovereign governments, state entities and conglomerates 
in complex multi-party and international commercial arbitrations and international 
investment arbitration.

The team at ALP emphasises its commitment to clients by responding with formidable and 
resourceful litigation capabilities – when clients become involved in disputes that cannot be 
settled by and among the parties themselves.

The firm’s practice draws on its well-informed knowledge of clients’ businesses and its ability 
to respond creatively, competently and efficiently in resolving their problems. An invaluable 
contributor to positive results for ALP clients is its resourceful litigation support and paralegal team. 

In addition, ALP is proud of its unique experience as Nigeria’s leading commercial arbitration firm 
in representing clients in international investment arbitration before the International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID).

Olasupo Shasore is a Founding Partner of ALP; a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, Fellow Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators; and former Attorney General and Commissioner for Justice, Lagos State 
from 2007–2011. He initiated reforms to the Arbitration Law of Lagos State, 2009, and is a former 
Chairman of the Law Reform Commission, Lagos (until 2015), as well as a former President of 
the Lagos Court of Arbitration. Mr Shasore is a fellow pioneer member of the Asian Institute of 
ADR; Arbitrator, Energy Dispute Arbitration Center (EDAC); and Accredited Arbitration Tutor – 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Nigeria).

He acts as an energy adviser and transport and infrastructure sector specialist, and has been 
engaged in the resolution of various commercial disputes by arbitration, acting for sovereign, sub-
national and private international parties in international commercial and investment arbitration/
litigation as well as other advisory capacities. He has longstanding experience in investor-state 
arbitration and is the leading African counsel in ICSID and investment-related disputes.

Mr Shasore is a life member of the Nigerian Society of International Law and the author of 
‘Jurisdiction and Sovereign Immunity in Nigerian Commercial Law’ (NIIA, 2007), as well as the 
coauthor of ‘Commercial Arbitration Law and International Practice in Nigeria’ (LexisNexis, 2012) 
and ‘Administration of Justice in Nigeria’ (Qbooks, 2019). As a historian and documentarian, he 
wrote and presented the seven-part epic documentary series, ‘Journey of an African Colony’, for 
Netflix in 2020.

He recently noted: “Despite the pandemic, we have been fortunate enough to keep engaged 
with instructions from new and existing clients from various sectors and industries, both local 
and international, energy and transport law, financial and capital markets, technology media and 
telecommunications.

“Remote working has made networking and interfacing with clients a little more challenging, 
but ALP, like most businesses, has sustained relationships with clients through regular and 
engaging virtual meetings. We have used technology, virtual meetings and document sharing 
with colleagues; this has also been cost effective for both the firm and clients. We have done 
less local and international travel, while still ensuring seamless service delivery.

“Looking to the future, we plan to continue to lead the firm along with ALP East Africa, building 
and strengthening our vision of an Africa-wide firm, grown from African firms able to compete 
at the very highest delivery levels internationally while delivering value for clients, particularly 
in light of the African Continental Free Trade Agreements aspiration of truly intra-Africa trade in 
goods and services. We believe that professional services were already changing rapidly, growing 
closer in being interrelated. It appears that the recent pandemic has sped this up significantly. 
Unpredicted developments will always create challenges that will give rise to opportunities.  
The future is promising.”

Mr Shasore’s recent case work includes:
	● Lead Counsel – in the Court of Appeal decision OLUWALOGBON & 3ors v Govt of The UNITED 
KINGDOM & Anor 7 CLRN 90, wherein he successfully defended the UK and where the 
Nigerian Court of Appeal enunciated the applicable rules of sovereign immunity in Nigerian law;

	● Lead Counsel for Claimants in Interocean Oil Exploration Company & Anor v Federal Republic 
of Nigeria ICSID Case No. ARB/13/20 at the International Centre for Settlement of Investment 
Disputes, wherein several principles were advanced by counsel, notably the establishment 
and recognition of claims for breach of investor-state protection of foreign investments under 
international investment law and local investor protection legislation.

Furthermore, ALP is a member of the Commonwealth Enterprise & Investment Council (CWEIC), 
a not-for-profit membership organisation that facilitates trade and investment throughout 
the 54 member nations of the Commonwealth, creating a powerful platform for meaningful 
engagement between business leaders and government. This has positioned ALP as a thought 
leader in trade and investment. Mr Shasore is also Chairman of the CWEIC Nigeria Advisory 
Board; meanwhile, ALP is a founding member of the Commonwealth Legal Network (CLN).

The firm’s other lawyers are members of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, the International 
Chambers of Commerce Nigeria and the London Court of International Arbitration, among  
other organisations.

Today, ALP is closely associated with ALP International (Mauritius) Ltd and with partner law 
offices across the continent – and affiliated law firms in Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania – as well as 
with other businesses in the professional services sector, specifically ALP Professional Services 
Limited (ALP PSL).

Africa Law Practice NG & 
Company (ALP NG & Co)

Olasupo Shasore SAN 
Founding Partner

15 Military Street, Onikan Lagos;  
3 Lobito Crescent, Wuse II, Abuja 
Tel: +234 1 700 2570;  
+234 9 700 2570 
alp@alp.company 
www.alp.company
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Boutique Corporate Immigration Law Firm  
of the Year in South Africa

Nora Dawud, LLM is a qualified German attorney and international 
immigration lawyer with degrees and qualifications from the University of 
South Africa, Columbia Business School and IE Law School. 
She is the CEO & Founder of Black Pen Immigration, an internationally recognised legal 
immigration company formed to operate worldwide and bring people closer together.

With its headquarters in Cape Town, Black Pen offers a comprehensive, global solution, 
combined with local knowledge and expertise.

The firm is diverse, innovative and 100% female-owned. It is held in high regard due to 
the simplified and transparent immigration solutions it renders for individuals and start-
ups, as well as large corporations, always in the language preference of the client.

Nora specialises in the acquisition of all work visas and residence permits for a prestigious 
client base comprised of individuals and some of the foremost international companies 
operating today.

In addition, Nora has featured regularly on leading radio stations in South Africa, such 
as Heart FM and Good Hope FM, and has also made a prominent appearance on 
SABC 3’s Expresso Morning Show, which is broadcast live across the country.

To see all of Nora’s appearances in the media, please visit:  
www.blackpen-immigration.com/press
Main Visa Categories:
	● Critical Skills, Intra
	● Company Transfer
	● General Work
	● Corporate Work Visa
	● Business and Entrepreneur Visa
	● Spousal and Life Partner Visa
	● Accompanying Minors
	● Extension of Visitors
	● Study, Volunteer Visa
	● Retired Persons
	● Financial Independence Visa
	● Permanent Residence

Black Pen Immigration

Nora Dawud, LLM 
CEO & Founder of Black Pen 
Immigration & Recruitment 
Women’s Advocate | Fintech | 
Cryptocurrency

Unit 101, First Floor Cape Quarter 
Neighbourgood Workspace  
23-27 Somerset Road, De Waterkant 
Cape Town, 8001 
Tel: +27 (0)21 418 2897 
noradawud@blackpen.co.za 
www.blackpen-immigration.com 
www.linkedin.com/in/nora-dawud- 
ll-m-14102a23
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Boutique Dispute Resolution Law Firm  
of the Year in UAE

Motei & Associates is a boutique law firm formed in 2002 in the UAE. On a par 
with the UAE government’s bold, forward-looking vision, the firm prioritises 
professionalism along with a creative legal approach, flexibility, and most 
importantly, open-ended and responsive client-attorney communication. 

Motei & Associates success can be further attributed to its deep understanding of tradition, as 
well as the unique complexities and challenges faced by living in a country with multiple legal 
systems. Today, the firm delivers legal solutions and advice to private and corporate clients of 
either local or international origin, based in Dubai/UAE, or with business interests in the country. 
Specifically, it assists in diverse legal practice areas, including business setup, commercial 
transactions, construction, corporate restructurings, dispute resolution, employment, personal 
and family affairs, as well as real estate – also offering advice in native Arabic. 

Ashraf El Motei is the Founder of Motei & Associates and also leads the dispute resolution 
practice. He advises clients on complex civil, commercial and corporate litigation, such 
as contract disputes, joint ventures, shareholder disputes, business crime, construction, 
professional negligence, agency and employment disputes. Mr El Motei has over two decades’ 
recognised expertise in real estate disputes and has represented buyers in wide-ranging cases, 
encompassing sale and purchase disputes, delayed handovers, discrepancy in saleable areas, 
project cancellations, as well as landlord and tenant disputes.

He also has a high level of expertise in international arbitration, representing clients in a broad 
range of arbitrations under the rules of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the 
London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA), the Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC-
LCIA) and the Dubai International Arbitration Centre.

Mr El Motei noted: “Typically, our clients range from an individual who runs a growing private 
business, the UAE branch of a multinational company, an established entrepreneur or an investor 
wishing to invest in the UAE. Our cases include a landmark decision wherein Motei & Associates 
was instructed to represent a 12-year-old child – the claimant – against a car racing organiser 
(the defendant) in Dubai, in relation to personal injuries caused by the defendant’s negligence. 
In reaching its final decision, the Dubai Court decided that the defendant was at fault as a result 
of its negligence to maintain a go-cart, thus causing injury to the child, and must therefore be 
subject to compensation. The Court found that the waiver of a liability document was void, and 
would not be taken into consideration, ordering the defendant to pay the father – in his capacity 
as the child’s guardian – a sum of AED200,000. It became clear in this case that the courts will 
hold companies liable for any damage and injury due to their negligence, as well as strict liability 
for the products/services they make available for consumers, and that merely because the 
parties sign a waiver of liability, this does not mean that these companies will not be held liable.”

Mr El Motei went on to explain how the UAE is a unique example of how multiple legal systems 
– French/Egyptian law, Sharia law and English law – can, in fact, be effectively practised within 
the same geographical boundaries of a country. He noted: “After spending five years observing 
the legal industry in the UAE, I recognised the dire demand for ‘blended’ law firms, meaning 
a small law firm that combines on-the-ground, French/Egyptian law system experience with 
international-standard quality services. With that in mind, I decided to establish Motei & 
Associates in 2002.”

Motei & Associates continues to utilise this “blended” approach to this day. Moreover, it is able 
to meet its clients’ increasingly international requirements through its network of law firms, 
which operates in most jurisdictions around the world. Its professional partnership with these 
carefully curated firms arose from relationships that the firm has nurtured during its two decades 
of practice in the UAE.

Looking to the future, Mr El Motei added: “I am fully aware that digital transformation is 
revolutionising every industry and creating growth for those who embrace the use of such 
technologies; yet, at the same time, this can turn into a roadblock for who are hesitant to adopt 
it. I am a firm believer that innovation goes beyond what we might attribute at first glance to 
efficiency or a cost-optimising element. Rather, I see innovative technologies as an opportunity 
to fundamentally transform our industry – by identifying what slows us down and consumes 
valuable time and money in finding solutions to cases.

“For example, sourcing information on laws and court decisions, or perhaps collecting facts/
data during a trial pre-discovery phase, is time-consuming for a lawyer and will certainly have a 
negative impact on performance and efficiency. To this end, the purpose of adopting Big Data and 
AI is to address such challenges and transform them into opportunities. This allows us lawyers, 
who truly enjoy the art of law, to have a more proactive knowledge-sharing tool – and actually 
focus on practising law in alignment with a client’s bespoke requirements.”

Motei & Associates

Ashraf El Motei 
Founder / Managing Partner

Damac Executive Heights  
Emirates Hills (Tecom), Office 801 
8th Floor Dubai P.O. Box: 112888  
Tel: +971 4 435 5959 
a.motei@motei.com 
admin@motei.com 
www.motei.com
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M&A Law Firm of the Year in UAE

BSA is a full-service, regional law firm in the Middle East with nine offices 
across five countries. Its diverse team of 150 lawyers are from 35 different 
cultural backgrounds and can speak 22 languages.  

The firm encompasses market leaders in new and evolving sectors, partnering with their clients 
towards a sustainable, progressive future. More than just a law firm, they pride themselves on 
being connective: sparking collaboration, creating synergy and driving change. Celebrating its 
20th anniversary in 2021, BSA is expanding organically, nourishing talent and investing in people. 

Today, BSA’s Corporate and M&A team is dynamic and progressive, advising on transactional and 
advisory matters covering a wide range of sectors including media, retail, energy, real estate, 
construction, leisure & hospitality, insurance, financial institutions, life sciences & healthcare, as 
well as technology & innovation. BSA is proud to have also expanded its TMT offering, advising 
technology giants, e-commerce platforms and start-ups on their most important deals. The firm 
recently advised on the third largest technology M&A deal in the Middle East to date – the 
Delivery Hero acquisition of InstaShop.

Jimmy Haoula is the Managing Partner and a founding member of BSA, having left Clifford 
Chance to launch the firm 20 years ago. Since then, the firm has grown exponentially under his 
guidance to become one of the premier regional law firms. He is a corporate and M&A lawyer 
with a particular focus in the real estate, finance and technology sectors. He advises a wide 
range of regional and international clients – spanning government entities, family offices, high-
net-worth individuals, multinational corporations and financial institutions – on a comprehensive 
range of legal matters, including corporate (re)structurings, investment strategies, IPOs, M&A, 
commercial contracts, risk & compliance planning and regulatory matters.

Mr Haoula has been a guiding force in the real estate sector for many years and was one of the 
key contributors to the development and improvement of the Strata Regulations in Dubai and 
DIFC. He continues to have a vested interest in the sector, advising on first-of-their-kind deals.

In addition, he gives guidance on funds & investment management matters, with a particular 
focus on the DIFC. He advises fund managers, institutional investors and high-net-worth 
individuals on their investment strategies, risk profiles, as well as the formation, structuring and 
marketing of public and private investment funds across a range of sectors and asset classes.  
He has a particular interest in funding start-ups in the technology sector, and recently advised on 
the set-up of a multimillion-dollar private equity fund to invest in FinTech, cryptocurrency mining  
(e.g. bitcoin mining) and related blockchain applications.

Mr Haoula noted: “One of our key USPs is our rights of audience before local courts. This means 
we can service clients both onshore and offshore in the UAE, meaning we truly are a ‘one-stop-
shop’. Our understanding of the local legal framework, combined with our strong relationship 
with local authorities and regulators, puts us in a unique position of being able to address the full 
gambit of our clients’ needs. Moreover, our sector knowledge is matched by a global network 
that allows us to be a key partner on cross-border transactions; in fact, BSA is the only GCC 
member of the legal network Meritas, and as such, we have built alliances with top-tier firms 
across the globe.

“The past year has been challenging for every firm in the world, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, we are proud to state that we were able to respond quickly, in an agile and dynamic 
way, to protect the long-term goals and ambitions of our business. Our ability to be flexible with 
our clients ensured their success throughout 2020, and ultimately ensured our own success, as 
our team and revenues doubled.

“We look forward to continuing our progression as one of the top regional law firms in the 
Middle East. We are proud of our previous 20 years, our standing now in the community, as well 
as what we have achieved. We face the future with excitement, energy and ambition.”

BSA’s recent casework includes advising on all aspects of structuring, developing and setting up 
a Usufruct Fund (a EUR 100 million German property fund (qualified investor fund)) in the Dubai 
International Financial Centre. This German Usufruct Fund I (GUF-I) LP (the “Fund”) is the first 
and only usufruct fund that has been set up in the UAE (including DIFC and ADGM).

The firm also represented a start-up in the F&B sector in a significant seed funding round. Food 
To Go Limited is a rising star in the restaurant solutions sector, providing kitchen, production and 
delivery facilities for other companies launching food and beverage businesses.

BSA Ahmad Bin Hezeem & 
Associates LLP 

Jimmy Haoula  
Managing Partner

The Gate Precinct, Building 3, 
Level 6, Dubai International 
Financial Centre, Dubai 
Tel: +971 4 528 5555 
jimmy.haoula@bsabh.com 
www.bsabh.com
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Mergers & Acquisitions Expert of the Year in UAE

Stuart James is a Partner in Ashurst’s Abu Dhabi office. He specialises in 
major cross-border and domestic transactions in the energy, resources 
and infrastructure sectors, including mergers and acquisitions, strategic 
investments, joint ventures and commodity sales and marketing arrangements, 
in addition to general corporate and commercial matters.

Stuart has extensive experience advising multinational corporates and state-owned enterprises on 
their strategic transactions around the world, particularly in the Middle East and Asia-Pacific regions.

He has significant international and in-house experience, having previously practised as a 
corporate/M&A lawyer in London, Sydney and Perth, and having worked on a secondment basis 
with Mitsui, BHP, Woodside and Bank of America.

Recent Experience
Stuart’s recent work includes advising:

	● ADNOC on the sale of a 49% interest in ADNOC Gas Pipelines (a new subsidiary holding 
interests in gas pipeline assets valued at US$20.7bn) to a consortium of investors comprising 
Global Infrastructure Partners, Brookfield Asset Management, Singaporean sovereign wealth 
fund GIC, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan Board, NH Investment & Securities and Snam. PFI 
Awards – Middle East Infrastructure Deal of the Year, 2020;

	● ADNOC on the sale of a 10.2% indirect interest in ADNOC Gas Pipeline Assets LLC (a 
company holding interests in gas pipelines assets valued at US$20.7bn) to the Abu Dhabi 
Pension Fund and ADQ for US$2.11 billion;

	● ADNOC on the sale of a 49% interest in Abu Dhabi Property Leasing Holding Company (a new 
subsidiary holding select real estate assets valued at US$5.5 billion) to accounts and entities 
owned and/or advised by Apollo Global Management Inc;

	● ADNOC on the sale of a 15.3% indirect interest in Abu Dhabi Property Leasing Holding 
Company RSC Ltd (a company holding select real estate assets valued at US$5.5 billion) to the 
Abu Dhabi Pension Fund for US$900 million;

	● Abu Dhabi Catalyst Partners on its seed capital investment in Alphastream Limited, a 
newly incorporated ADGM entity conducting a mining streaming and royalties business;

	● LG International Corporation in relation to the divestment of a 20% equity interest in 
upstream oil and gas assets in Chile and Colombia to GeoPark Limited;

	● Woodside in relation to the US$2.75 billion acquisition of interests in the Wheatstone LNG 
project and Kitimat LNG project from Apache Energy.

Ashurst – A Leading Global Law Firm
Ashurst is a leading global law firm with world-class capability and a prestigious global client 
base. The firm’s in-depth understanding of its clients, and commitment to providing exceptional 
standards of service, has seen it become a trusted adviser to local and global corporates, 
financial institutions and governments on all areas of commercial law around the world.

Ashurst has 29 offices in 17 countries and a number of referral relationships that enable it to 
offer the reach and insight of a global network. With more than 400 partners and a further 1,600 
lawyers working across 11 different time zones, the firm is able to respond to clients wherever 
and whenever required.

Across the globe, Ashurst’s clients can access deep local knowledge and on-the-ground support 
wherever they do business, from people they know and trust.

Ashurst in the Middle East
Ashurst has been working on deals involving the Middle East for more than 100 years. Across the 
firm, they have a team of more than 90 experienced lawyers, who have worked extensively on 
regional deals and offer a wealth of practical advice to clients in a wide range of business sectors.

Ashurst’s Middle East business operates out of Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Riyadh and Jeddah (in 
association with Faisal Adnan Baassiri Law Firm). From these offices, they resource and 
coordinate deals across the MENA region, including all of the GCC countries.

The focus of Ashurst’s Middle East business is on the energy, resources, infrastructure, transport 
and industrial sectors. They serve these industries across a wide range of core legal practice areas, 
including corporate, commercial, banking and finance, projects, regulatory and dispute resolution.

Ashurst’s UAE Corporate Practice
Ashurst has one of the leading on-ground corporate teams in the UAE, covering M&A, 
private equity, venture capital, joint ventures, commercial contracts, restructuring, corporate 
governance, corporate establishment, as well as general corporate and commercial advice. 
They are trusted advisers to global and local private and public companies, executing the most 
complex, high-profile and groundbreaking transactions in the region.

From their UAE offices, they act on a range of deals across the full M&A spectrum – from 
multi-billion-dollar deals relating to infrastructure assets of national significance, to seed capital 
investments in start-ups. They pride themselves on their deal execution, commerciality and risk 
management skills in all aspects of public and private M&A.

The Ashurst UAE corporate team recently won Corporate Team of the Year at the ALM Middle 
East Legal Awards in recognition of their key roles in recent industry-leading transactions.

Ashurst LLP

Stuart James 
Partner

Level 23, Al Maqam Tower, ADGM  
Al Maryah Island, Abu Dhabi 
Tel: +971 (0)2 406 7237 
stuart.james@ashurst.com 
www.ashurst.com
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Corporate Lawyer of the Year in Angola

Dentons LEAD Advogados

Djamila Pinto de Andrade 
Managing Partner

Avenida de Portugal 31-35 Edifício Dália 
Plaza, 2nd floor, right side, Luanda 
Tel: +244 944 873 242 
djamila.pintodeandrade@dentons.com 
www.dentonslead.com

Banking & Finance Lawyer of the Year in Cameroon

Chazai & Partners

Aurélie Chazai 
Managing Partner

149, Bld. de la République, Immeuble DHL/
SUNU Assurances (à côté Hôtel SOMATEL), 
4ème étage, Bali PO Box 4937 Douala 
Tel: +237 233 432 617 
achazai@chazai-partners.com 
www.chazai-partners.com

Energy Lawyer of the Year in Egypt

Mazghouny & Co

Donia El-Mazghouny 
Managing Partner

15 Abou El-Feda Street, Zamalek, Floor 5, 
Unit 18, 11211 Cairo 
Tel: (+202) 2735 2678 / 2735 2682 
d.elmazghouny@mazghouny.com 
www.mazghouny.com

Competition & Antitrust Lawyer of the Year in Israel

Tadmor Levy & Co.

Shai Bakal 
Head of Competition/ Antitrust

5 Azrieli Center, The Square Tower, 
33rd-34th floors, 132 Begin Road, Tel Aviv 
Tel: +972-3-6846010 
shai@tadmor-levy.com 
www.tadmor.com

Shipping & Maritime Law Firm of the Year in Israel

Harris & Co. Maritime Law Office

Adv. Yoav Harris 
Managing Partner & Leading Litigator 
Shipping and Maritime Law | International 
Law | Commercial Litigation | Arbitration

16 Pal-Yam St., “Beit Shaarei Mishpat” Bldg. 
5th floor, Haifa 3309523 
Tel: +972.(0)4.845.4040 
office@maritime-law.co.il 
yoavh@maritime-law.co.il 
www.lawships.com/en
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Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year in Lebanon

Obeid Law Firm

Ziad Obeid 
Partner

Stratum Building, Omar Daouk Street, 
Mina El Hosn, Beirut Central District, 
Beirut 
Tel: +961 1 363 790 
ziad@obeidlawfirm.com 
www.obeidlawfirm.com

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year in Jordan

Aljazy & Co.  
(Advocates and Legal Consultants)

Dr. Omar M. H. Aljazy 
Managing Partner

First Floor, Al Maani Building No. (4), 
Abdullah Al-Asbah Street,  
Al Shmeisani, Amman 11192 
Tel: +962 6 5654477 
oaljazy@aljazylaw.com 
www.aljazylaw.com

Corporate Law Firm of the Year in Mauritius

Bheeroo Chambers

Sunil Bheeroo 
Managing Partner

507, Chancery House  
Lislet Geoffroy Street, Port Louis 
Tel: +230 5254 2822 
sunilbheeroo@intnet.mu

Bheeroo Chambers

Corporate Lawyer of the Year in Nigeria 

Bloomfield Law Practice

Adedoyin Afun 
Partner

15, Agodogba Avenue, ParkView, 
Ikoyi, Lagos 
Tel: +234 (0) 1 4542130 
adedoyin.afun@bloomfield-law.com 
www.bloomfield-law.com

Shipping & Transport Lawyer of the Year in Nigeria

Paul Usoro & Co

Mfon Usoro 
Managing Partner

3rd Floor, Plot 1668B Oyin Jolayemi 
Street P O Box 71605, Victoria Island, 
Lagos 
Tel: +234 (01) 2714841 
mfon.usoro@paulusoro.com 
www.paulusoro.com
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Competition Lawyer of the Year in South Africa

Werksmans Attorneys

Paul Coetser 
Director, Head of Competition

The Central, 96 Rivonia Road, 
Sandton, 2146 
Tel: +27 11 535 8290 
pcoetser@werksmans.com 
www.werksmans.com

PPP Law Firm of the Year in South Africa

Ledwaba Mazwai Attorneys

Metja Ledwaba 
Partner

Ledwaba Mazwai Building  
141 Boshoff Street 
Nieuw Muckleneuk, Pretoria 
Tel: +27 (0)12 346 7313 
mlm@law.co.za; metjal@lmz.co.za 
www.ledwabamazwai.co.za

Banking and Finance Law Firm of the Year in Tunisia

CABINET MRABET AVOCATS

Mohamed Jed MRABET 
Attorney before the Supreme Court; 
Managing Partner

Lake Leman Street, REGENCY Building 
Bloc C, 1st floor, Offices 106-107  
Les Berges du Lac 1, 1053 
Tel: +216 71 962 995; +216 29 908 890 
j.marbet@mrabet-avocats.com 
www.mrabetlaw.com

CABINET MRABET 
AVOCATS

M&A Lawyer of the Year in UAE
White & Case LLP

Marcus Booth 
Partner,  
Head of Middle East Private Equity

Level 6,  
Burj Damanm Al Mustaqbal Street, 
Dubai International Financial Centre, 
P.O. Box 9705, Dubai 
Tel: +971 4 381 6291 
Mob: +971 50 811 4905 
mbooth@whitecase.com 
www.whitecase.com/people/marcus-booth

Banking & Finance Law Firm of the Year in Uganda

Kampala Associated Advocates

Dr. Sam Mayanja (Ph.D.) 
Partner

Plot 41 Nakasero Road, P.O. Box 9566 
Kampala 
Tel: +25 631 224 4102 
smayanja@kaa.co.ug 
www.kaa.co.ug
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David Rechulski, Advogados __________________________________________________________________________________ 32.

De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek _____________________________________________________________________________ 26.

Deep & Far Attorneys-at-Law _________________________________________________________________________________ 59.

Delion, Estudio _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 44.

Dentons LEAD Advogados ___________________________________________________________________________________ 73.

Dimitrov, Petrov & Co _______________________________________________________________________________________ 22.

DLA Piper Norway DA, Advokatfirmaet ________________________________________________________________________ 26.
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E

ECC _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 27.

Economic Laws Practice _____________________________________________________________________________________ 62.

Estudio Delio _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 44.

Estudio Flores-Araoz Abogados _______________________________________________________________________________ 44.

Exchange Chambers ________________________________________________________________________________________ 23.

F

Fangda Partners ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 60.

FAVAREL & ASSOCIES ______________________________________________________________________________________ 24.

FDR – Pinto Duarte, Casado Neves e Associados – Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL ________________________________ 27.

Fellner Wratzfeld & Partner Rechtsanwälte GmbH ________________________________________________________________ 6.

Fishman Haygood LLP _______________________________________________________________________________________ 46.

Fleet Hamburg _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.

Flichy Grangé Avocats _______________________________________________________________________________________ 24.

Flores-Araoz Abogados, Estudio ______________________________________________________________________________ 44.

Fogarty SC, Mr Kenneth C ___________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

G

Galicia Abogados S.C. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 44.

H

Harris & Co. Maritime Law Office _____________________________________________________________________________ 73.

Highgate Hill Solicitors _______________________________________________________________________________________ 20.

Hill Dickinson Liverpool ______________________________________________________________________________________ 28.

Hill Dickinson LLP___________________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

Hogan Lovells ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 26.

Hogan Lovells (Italy) _________________________________________________________________________________________ 12.

Holwell Shuster & Goldberg LLP ______________________________________________________________________________ 46.
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Houthoff ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 26.

Hudson McKenzie ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 9.

I

I.L.A. Pasrich & Company ____________________________________________________________________________________ 61.

I.R.B Law LLP ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 58.

J

JunHe LLP _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 60.

K

Kampala Associated Advocates _______________________________________________________________________________ 75.

KARAGOUNIS & PARTNERS _________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

KARAMANOLIS & KARAMANOLIS LLC _______________________________________________________________________ 23.

Kartika Hermawan & Partners Law Firm _______________________________________________________________________ 53.

Kenneth C Fogarty SC, Mr ___________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

Keystone Law ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 28.

Khaitan Legal Associates _____________________________________________________________________________________ 62.

King & Wood Mallesons _____________________________________________________________________________________ 61.

KMD Law Firm & Associates _________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

Kochhar & Co. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 62.

Koehler Fitzgerald LLC _______________________________________________________________________________________ 40.

Kondracki Celej _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 26.

KWG Rechtsanwälte ________________________________________________________________________________________ 24.

KWR Karasek Wietrzyk Rechtsanwälte GmbH __________________________________________________________________ 22.

L

Larkin Hoffman _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 46.

Law Office of Ramni Taneja Advocate & Notary _________________________________________________________________ 61.

Law Offices Rosemarie Arnold  _______________________________________________________________________________ 46.
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Ledwaba Mazwai Attorneys __________________________________________________________________________________ 75.

Lellos P Demetriades Law Office _____________________________________________________________________________ 23.

LOWENSTEIN SANDLER LLP_____________________________________________________________________________ 41., 2.

M

M&Y Personal Injury Lawyers ________________________________________________________________________________ 37.

Manatt Phelps & Phillips LLP _________________________________________________________________________________ 47.

Marval O’Farrell Mairal  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 42.

Mazghouny & Co ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 73.

McCarthy Tétrault ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 43.

MdME Lawyers  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 63.

Mills & Reeve LLP  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 28.

Mohsin Tayebaly & Co _______________________________________________________________________________________ 64.

Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP ___________________________________________________________________________ 45.

Motei & Associates _________________________________________________________________________________________ 70.

Mourant Ozannes ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 43.

Mr Kenneth C Fogarty SC ____________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

MRABET AVOCATS, CABINET ________________________________________________________________________________ 75.

Mul & Co __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 63.

Murphy & McGonigle, P.C. ___________________________________________________________________________________ 47.

MZM Legal ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 62.

N

Nelson Mullins Broad and Cassel LLP _________________________________________________________________________ 45.

O

Obeid Law Firm ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 74.

ONTIER LLP ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 8.

Orrick _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 18.
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P

Paul Usoro & Co ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 74.

Paxton-Hall Lawyers_________________________________________________________________________________________ 60.

Perkins Coie LLP____________________________________________________________________________________________ 36.

PG Legal ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 13.

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP __________________________________________________________________________ 45.

Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP ______________________________________________________________________________ 45.

PRAWIRANEGARA Intellectual Property _______________________________________________________________________ 54.

Q

Queiroz Advogados Associados _______________________________________________________________________________ 42.

R

Ramni Taneja Advocate & Notary, Law Office of _________________________________________________________________ 61.

Rechulski, Advogados; David _________________________________________________________________________________ 32.

Reed Smith LLP ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 28.

RIAA Barker Gillette _________________________________________________________________________________________ 64.

Ritch Mueller _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 34.

Roberts & Co  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 42.

Rosemarie Arnold, Law Offices _______________________________________________________________________________ 46.

Rui Bai Law Firm  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 60.

S

Satrio Law Firm  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 63.

Šavoric & Partners __________________________________________________________________________________________ 23.

Schneider Ruggiero Spencer Milburn LLP ______________________________________________________________________ 33.

Schoenherr ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 22.

Shanghai Beshining Law Office _______________________________________________________________________________ 50.

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & CO  _________________________________________________________________________ 52.

Sidley Austin LLP  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 47.
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Simmons & Simmons JWS  __________________________________________________________________________________ 64.

Sit, Fung, Kwong & Shum Solicitors  ___________________________________________________________________________ 61.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP ____________________________________________________________________ 24.

Skeppsbron Skatt ____________________________________________________________________________________________17.

Spice Route Legal  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 62.

Stibbe _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 22.

SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan _________________________________________________________________________ 64.

T

Tadmor Levy & Co. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 73.

Taneja, Ramni; Advocate & Notary, Law Office of  _______________________________________________________________ 61.

TENK Law Firm  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 25.

TNB & Partners in association with Norton Rose Fulbright Australia  _______________________________________________ 63.

U

Usoro & Co, Paul ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 74.

V

Voropaev & Partners LLC ____________________________________________________________________________________ 27.

W

Walker Morris LLP __________________________________________________________________________________________ 28.

Werksmans Attorneys _______________________________________________________________________________________ 75.

White & Case LLP __________________________________________________________________________________________ 75.

WIES & HERTZOG __________________________________________________________________________________________ 14.

Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP ____________________________________________________________________________ 47.

Y

YangMing Partners __________________________________________________________________________________________ 64.

Z

Zambrano Gruba Caganda & Advincula_________________________________________________________________________ 57.
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